AMRRICA FOR AMERICANG.

Equal Poittical Rights,
Regardless of Race, Sex,

JOHN W. CUSTER, Partisan Ties, or

Religious Creed. ne La
LECTURER. BUT NOT ONE SALOON.
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ALBION, MICH., April 4th, 1887.
Mr, John W. Custer, of Illinois, has
been doing campaign work under the
auspices of this State Committee in be-
haif of our Constitutional Amendment.
I bave received the most hearty endorse-
ment of his work from the various points
where he has spoken, and rejoi&‘éin the
very efficient service he.has rendered
our cause.
SAMUEL DICKIE, Chairman.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., July 18, 18389
Hon. John W. Custer was employed
in the Penpsylvania Amendment cam-
paign for threc months as a speuker.
‘We found him fuithful, prormapt and effi-
cient. His speeches were sensible, con-
vipcing and eloguent—thrilling his
auditors, and calenlated to do good. I
recommend him without reservation for

campaign work.

HENRY W. PALMER,
Chairman State Cont.

Made bis auditors thrill with his elo-
quence.— Danville, Ill., Times.

Mr. Custer gets right into the heart
of his subject and carries his hearers
forward like maglc ~—Paris, Ill., Ga-
zette.

The opposition metted before his log-
je and overpowering eloguence and gave
rounds of applause during the entire
speech. It was a master effort.—Car-
thage, Tenn., Journal.

His addresses both nights were mas-
terly, in many respects grand, the whole
replete with sound logic, earnest elo-
quenee and humorous illustrations.—
Puris, Tenn., Jowrnal.

T'he M. E. church aislesand entry were
filled to overflowing Sunday evening to
hear Hon. John W. Custer, on Prohibi-
tion. Hundreds were turned away, un-
able to even get in the entry. Mr. Cus-
ter is & powerful speaker.—Grinnell,
Towa, Herald.

JOHN W. CUSTERR,
LECTURER,

CARBONDALR,

ILLINGCIS,

Champaign, 1lls., Nov. 17, 1892.
L take great pleasure in recommending Hon. John
W. Custer for his efficient and able services in behalf of
the Prohibition Party of Illinois, in the campaign of
1892. Ihad the pleasure of listening to one of his ad-
dresses, and my personal testimony of the value of his
services is hereby Jiven, in addition to his g"eneral'
record as an eﬁ“ectwe campaigner. '7

GEO. W. GERE’
Chairman State Prohibition Com.

Lineoln, Neb., April 2, 1890.
Hon. John W. Custer has been engaged in the Tem.-
perance work in Nebraska for the last three months.
Col. Custer is a forcible, convincing and eloguent spealk-.
er. His presentations of the Proh:zéztzon question are
logical and argumentative. Wetake great pleasurein: .
testifying to his merits and worth as a 6entlema,n a.s* a
good organizer and a fine spea]cer. o SR
-C. A. ﬂ[K‘IJV’SOJV’ |
Pres. Nebraska Prohzbztzon .Amendment Leag’ue.

Nashville, Tenn Jul J 21 :1887 |
Hon. John W Cwster, of' ' Illmozs is- afnj” eﬁicwn_; i

has done most excellent 7the , Sev=1" .
eral counties of this Stat o cmdn” ow under the a,uspwes‘;
of the State ﬂmendment Cammzttee, g‘oes to several |
eou,ntzes in west Tennessee. Tl;e frzends of Prokzbatwn

B J order of the ;.Sta,te Ex ‘cutive C’ommztte
. T C. BL.EI('E Secretar




WHITHER ARE WE DRIFTING?
Or What of the Negroe’s Future.

EpiTOR HUBBARD:--Events crowd upon us
in rapld succession und ju such bewildering
apd appalling reality and so startling in their
character, that we ery out, “*What next, and
whither are we drifting?”’ On Feb. 1, 1803, an
American citizen was burned until life was
extinet and until his fiesh aud bones were re-
duced to aches. The victimn was an uncon-
victed criminal and in the fr-escuce of from
10,000 to 20,000 people, calling themselvey
Christiant, In & so called Christian state,
which 1s a member of a so called Chrissian
Nation, this human bLeing was tortured; he
was bound and placed upon a hlgh(;})lattorm
and there, in the presence of that Christian

{ commurity, his naked body was burned with
red hot irons, until the flesh was blistered
and hupg in torn fragments, his eyes were
burned out with red hot irons, and then his
burning and bleeding quivering flesh was
saturated with kerosene, likewise the plat-
form upon which he was bound and the fa.[i-

ots, prepared for their hellish and cannibal-
stic feast, were then ignited in the presence
of more than 10,000 men, women and children,
The awful cries of the burning victimn and
fleadlngs to be killed outright was but music
n that multitude's ears, and the smell of his
burning flesh was a sweet smelling offering
to their God of Justice, Had this crimebeen
committed in the so called dark ages it could
not have been more inbhuman than now,

That the Negro is a human and worthy the

rotection accorded every American citizen,

afirm. On the day following the Texas
burping and on the day upon which President
Harrison appointed a Southern Pemocrat to
i1} the vacancy made by the death of Justice
Lamar, a Southern Negro wrotes these words:
“The Negrodoes not want ‘Negro rule' and
he disdains ‘social equality,’ but he cannot
submit to the great principle ‘taxation with-
out representation’ no more than did Rut-
ledge. Adams, Franklin, Otis, Patrick Henry,
George Washington, et al. 1 can vote, with
the satisfaction of knowing that it will not
be counted.” *“The Negro does not want
‘Negro rule.”” Nelther does any white man
want “Negro rule,” Butthe Negro wants an
equal political educational and industrial
chance with every other American citizen.

It is a shame and a disgrace to the country
for which our immortal Lincoln wrought and
perished and for which dead heroes died to
say that greater wrongs are Inflicted upon
hte Nefro. in the South. thig day than in the
days of his legal bondage. Deeds of savage
brutality are committed agalinst the Negro

ace in the South, equal to any ever perpe-
trated by the most untutored savage in any
age of the world. In this we do not att,em?t

f to excuse, palllate, or shield the Negro in
crimes committed, but we do insist upon a

¢ltizenshlp and upon a loygl ad-
h amendments of the
States.

8., *I am a Negro and one that
loves my God, my Country and my race; and
my equal and political liberty as1 love my
life, you ask “why do, I feel that I do not
enjoy equal political rights” Pardon me
sir but Its not u matter of feeling with me
but a matter of knowing a certain fact.
Here Is 8 young man 28 years of age, born
under the shadow of the exi)iring confed-

fl eracy, his parents were once slaves, he was
reared in poverty, at hard toil; amidst dis-
couragements that wonld appall most white
children he has acquired an education. His
standing is good buat for the fact that he fs a
8 Negro. He has been admitted to the bar” *®
“to practice law. but has never beem ahle
to purchase such books as would allow™ him
“‘to practice.” and then “all the court offic-
ials are white and one has a hard fight for his
client, being o Negro which of course nat-
urally males it hard for a poor Negro Law-
er.” I wish to say to the colored people of
arbondale that this young lawyer is a total
abstainer from intoxicating drinks and be-
Heves In legislating and voting to Pulverize
the Rum power. America for Amerlcans is
my motto. Equal political rights regardless
of race, sex, religeon. or partisan ties. One
country, one nationality, one language and
one flag but not one saloon.

Jorx W. CUSTEB.






