


~ man by the rule, * Whatsoever ye would that men should |
* dosto you, do ye even so to them.” This is a measure '

' operation” any relation of human life, is the enemy of
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: “not a Cluistian citizen. He may be a Republican or a

; believe in salvation through Christ, but he does not be-

a

" the Master with the flimsy lie that he can apply the Gold- |
en Rule to his persoral and individual relations, and be a e
thief, a robber, an oppressor, or wholly shirk his public

Fimust I act in the discharge of my duties as a citizen.

CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP. '
By Hon, Albion W. Tourgée, .
+« Authorof “ A Fool’n ‘Errand,” * Hricks without Straw,"” etc.

‘HAT is Christian citizenship? The culmination
of the two grandest ideas that have ever found
* lodgment in the mind of man. Christianity requires
each man to regulate his conduct towards every other

of Christian motive. Whoever wouid except from its

. Cluistianity, no matter what hig name or church may be. ..

Clristian citizenship applies this principle to the per-
formance of the duties of citizenship. As I, a citizen of
. the United States, would desire you, another citizen of
the great republic, to act, were our positions reversed, so;‘

The man who adopts any other rule of public action is

Democrat. Lie may be a member of the church, a minister
ora Iayma.n but he is not a Christian citizen. He may

lieve in-the Chrigt-like love of man nor apply the Chnst—'
like measute of duty. He may have a hope of heaven; .
but, so fat as this world is concerned, he is merely a hea-
then who does not count it essential that he should help

¢ make true the daily prayer, “ Thy kingdom come . . . on- .

- earth.” He. is a Christian for salvation only, who mocks

duties, and be a Cliristian still. It is not so; no one can
- evade the most important duty that can coafront him,

and rightfully bear the name of the Nazarene whose mes- |

sage to those who believed in him was ¢ Do."”
But what is citizenship? The noblest, richest, and :

- grandest field of Christian endeavor. The man who keeps E
. his daily life pure and sets a shiring example of persenal |

- devotion does well. The man who studies and expounds |

- the written Word does a noble work. He who searches | -

i out the sorrowing and comforts them is a worthy messen- |
Eger of Him who died for man. He who relieves the poor | I

and saves the tempted by his generosity, does much for i

/the kingdom of God on earth. - But the Christian citizen |

“who performs his political duty in the light of Christian | !
philosophy, often does more for 2 man and man’ 8 salvas:

L tion than they all. Where they touch one life, lie mﬂm

es,"for good or ill, a million. While mueh of theu'J

of to-day, his extends from generation to genera- | _
long as the earth endures. However grand and |~~~
any other tield of Christian endeavor may be, this |

1se is grander and nobler, bechinse it is essential to
land just per formance of every duty devolving on
o, whether saint or smne: behevar or unhe-

or strong, of low.o

el e a.t’

““Hse his power, his influence, his knowledge, his energy,
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power no ‘less kibgly because I|

n m:lhons, no less kingly than if typified by the ],

em upon & single brow. It is the kingship of self- |

ment,— the obligation that rests on every one to ’ij

to give to each of his fellow-sovereigns, and to their child-

ren forever, the best conditions that he is able to secure

i for them, the richest blessings ever conferred on man.
: Christian citizenship simply adds to.this duty the infal-: .

hb}e test of whatis ]ust;_ d e: * Whatsoever ye wou]d‘

?tt. men should do.to ye ven 50 to them.” Tlus,
0. his: ¢ountry and

conduct|

A sha!l*use his power in State or nation, not melely}

'£e his own ease, wealth, or renown, bat 8o as tu‘
ysutfeung, heal crime, stimulate endeavor, promote'

give full security, to elevate and develop the man-|

f all the people of which he i a part, each of whomi

a like duty to him. No man in-any private capa.city;
can’touch so many lives for good or evil; and to be a|
Olmstnan citizen is a thousand times nobler and more
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: - that he study carefully the means by which his influence

“important than any other post of duty to which the Mas- 1

ter-calls the believer.

In order that one may perform his duty asa Chnstlan
; citizen it is necessary, (1) that he give attention to what |
| is for the best interests of all the people, judging their. f

lhleeds by his own requirements under like conditions; (2) l

as a citizen can be exerted; (3) that he shall not seek to
avmd any duty thrust upon- him, por make any associa- .
Et!on or body of men the keepers of his conscience, o

- delegate to any other the duty if is incumbent on him

i perform; (4) that he be ready always to elect the better o
Ltwo alternatives, neither of which may be wholly to his

“liking.
=% The p’owe1 of - the cltizen is exerted (1) in sbapmg
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