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REPUBLICAN PARTY UN TRUE.

What has been our experience? Twenty-seven years have come and
gone gince we were clothed with the rights of citizenship, by law, and
endowed with all the privileges incident thereto, and yet, during this
period, 10,091 Negroes have been shot down like dogs; skinned alive; hung
to trees; or burned to stakes, without the interference of the federal gov-
ernment only in one instance. But we are told to be patient, to wait!
Yes, wait! wait until the majority of our race are murdered, and possi-
bly by that time public sentiment will be awakened sufficiently to force
us to waft our way Bishop-Turnerward, across the ses, or, more likely,
into the middle of some black sez.

But we must not talk thus plainly else we lay ourselves liable to the
charge of indulging in fanaticism. We must not tell the whole trutk, or
we give license to our friends (?) to charge us with disloyaity to the par-
ty-politic that nobly championed our cause thirty, twenty-seven, twenty-
four and twenty years ago. But, my fellow-negroes and fellow lovers of
liberty, it is not what was nor what has been that we are now contend-
ing Tor. The past will never more return. The present an< future de-
mand our attention.

OUR CONDITION GROWS WORSE.

Were 1t not true that our condition in many of the stat®s has grown
alarmingly worse within the last three years, and especially within the
last and present years, we might not be warranted in taking the.steps
we are now taking. But when we look over the records of.the recent
state legislative acts of Texas, Tenuessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Arkan-
sas, and other southern states, and see the legalized diseriminations
against us in direct violation of the federal constitution, and observe that
not even theslightest emotion is aroused on the part of the present ad-
ministration or the federal congress, we are forced to convere ourselves
together from time to time and swing high and far the tocsin of our ig-
noble, inhuman, un-American treatment. Within the last twelve
months there have been more Negroes murdered single-handed, three to
one, than in any previous year since 1872, even including the four years
under Democratic rule. More states have passed discriminating laws
against us during the last year than during all the years that have inter-
vened since the reconstruction period. One state, within the last year,
has practically disfranchised the negro. What does all this mean? Is
it purely incidental, only au accident; or does it prove that it is time for
us to wake up and open our eyes, and view the situation as it 18 and not
a8 we would it were?

_ion in all parts of the Union?

THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE.

General J. 8. Clarkson has said that the most potent question before
the American body politic to day, isthe Negro problem, but the admin- -
istration evidently differs from him and so does his party, aceording to
the Minneapolis convention.

We submit that protection to American industries is much needed,
and we suggest that to protect the lives of American citizens upon
American soil is equally as needful. Observation and experience have
taaght us that a platform that declares for a free ballot and a fair count
is as naked in accomplishments as a wired skeleton. It suggests to us
the lesson of “Bricks without Straw.”

DEMAND PROTECTION.

Protect the lives of the citizen, be he black or white, and the ballot
will be cast with no uncertainty, and the eount will be rendered accord-
ingly. If the party that was once sacred to our race when led by.Lin-
coln, Grant, Sumner, Chase, Seward, Garrison and Fhillips is still sincere,
why dont itetand by the cardinal prineiples of the original party found-
ers, who advocated human equality before the iaw, who condemned
“State-Rights,” and demanded protection for &ll of the citizens of the Un-

) OUR OWN BLAME.

I am satisfied that our silence, as a race, and our blind political ac-
tion have, to some extent, augmented our present deplorable condition
in the south. '

I wish to call the attention of every Negro and lover of liberty in the
land fo the excited interest of the federal congress, at this time mani-
fested, on account of the recent conflict between the Carnegie strikers
and Pinkerton men, which resulfed in the killing of seventeen persons.
No one deplores this sgituation worse than we, and I yield to nc one in
my contempt for the Pinkerton system, but it awakens new thoughts of
surprise within us to note that congress is more concerned in the shoot-
ing of these seventesn people than in the killing of the whole 10,091 Ne-
groes during the past 27 years, or the killing and burning at the stake
of the 178 Negroes for alleged crime during the past nine months.

GOING TO LIBERIA.

Hundreds of Negroes are to day enroute to Liberia, many of whom
are penniless and half naked, but they prefer a foreign home without
money or raiment, if they may only be permitted to breathe the pure air




of isberty, to their native American home, without protection to their
lives. We appeal to the conscience of the world to pass judgment upon
‘this situation. . )

TO EXTERMINATE THE NEGRO.

In the State of Alabama is found@ an organization known as the
“Knights of the White Shield.” The adyertised object of this organiza-
tion is to exterminate the Negro. Are we not forced then to organize
for our own protection? :

It is not the purpose of this organization to injure or aid any politi-
cal party, for the writer has never cast a ballot only for Republican can-
didates, except twice in local elections, when my judgment led me to .
vote the Yeople’s Party ticket, of which I am neither ashamed nor sorry.

The time has come when the condition of our race in the south de-

_ _1mands that every Negro in the north stand-up to be counted with the

race, We must strike at the root of the evil which threatens our-exis:

tence and menaces our progress. . 'We must hew to the line, let-the chips

fall where they.may. Let us realize the fact that the welfarewf our race

and the lives of American citizens are paramount to the success of any

-~ —.— __political party. An-enemy isan-enemy.and.a triend is & friend, no mat-
" ter-what may be his political affiliation. '

We . denounece state rights and adhere o the supremacy o : the Feder-
al government. We heartily endorse the Federal constitation, and are
forever ready to offer our lives for its defense. Under it we claim the

__ _ rights of citizenship and demand protection to.our lives,- We' ‘appeal to
the lovers of liberty everywhere and the American people especially, in
whom we still have faith, to asgiat us in peacefully securing what the
law of the land, as well as the divine law of God already accord us:
Egu:ahtg before the law; protection to our lives,

The N ational Coiored Men’s Protective Association of America will
i meet in national convention in the city ot Indianapolis, Ind. September
224, 1892, for the purpose of furthering these ends.

All friends of human liberty who sympathize with us in this effort
for the protection of human life will be welcomed to our convention,

Respectfully submitted to the publie.

GEO. E. TAYLOR,

Pres. National Colored Men’s Protective Asa’ndot ,Amarlca.
Osknloosa, Iowa, July 14, 1892,






