











TIIE INTER-OCEAN IN MISSISSIPPL

Pyrpy, Tenn., May 5.—To the Editor.—I1
have been more than twenly yeurs 8 mission.
ary in the .-Bouthern field of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, most of the time in Ten-
nessee, but more recently among the white
people of Mississippi. It has beea an agree-
uble surprise to find so many who subscribe
forand read Tae Weekey Inter OcEay among
the white Republicans of Wx#ster and adjoin-
ing counties. They find it to be a source of
strength and encouragement in their stanch
and heroic struggles against the despotic

Bourtonism that rules the Stute,

In ccmnmon w.th mu'titedes I haveread with
interest & “Bystander’s Notes,” but feel con.
strained to dissent from his criticism on .
President Harrison in the weekly issue of
May 3, in which he classes bhim with those
whom he terms *Federal tutilists.” and hav-
ing referred to Chief Justice Tupey ard Presi-
dent Buchanun as the great “futl ists,” co.
tinues: *Itissad, indeed, to no‘e the similarity
between the words of President Harrison to
a commiitee of colored eitizans demanding
protection of the citizen's rights, and the lan-
guage of President Buchanan to a jeople de-
manding protection for National unity.”

Tuis I regard as wholly unjust to a faithful,
consvientious Executive, wro has given ample
proof of his readiness to go tothe utmost
Himits of his prerogative in affording protee.
tion and help to all the eitiz:ns of the Nation
but who 18 fully cognizant of his !imited
power as Chief Magistrate to gratify the un-
pulses of the bumane patriot and irue Ameri-
can citizen,

I have a high appreciation of the wide and
varied knowledge of Judge TFourgee aund his
ability as a political writer, aopd would b
glad to learn of him or any one else how the
President of the United Stutes can exercise
his authority in any direct way for the pra-
vention and punishment of the erimes and
wropgs so jus:ly complained of by our colored
felléw citizens of the South.

I believe hoe has requested that he may be
kept informed of the recurrence of these
crimes, and has promised to do all in his
power to influence public sentiment and also
appeal to the authorities of States whers
these uopunished cutrages oceur.’

I can not conceive how the President can
do more than this, unless it be to callanextra
session of Congress and lay the subject before
them in 8 message.

The Iate Iamented Dr, E. Q. Fuller, of At.
lants, Ga., for several years editor of the
Methodist Advocale, who fell dead at his post
of duty,.,was as earnest and devoted a friend
of the colored man as ever lived. He was
one of the bravest of the brave, without fear
and without reproach. He was also blessed
with & large share of saving common seuse,
and when, as was often the case, he
was appealed to by those who were
protected by his personal courage, and alded
trom his scanty means, to tell themn what the
Federsl authorities could do for their protec-
tion, his reply was in substance: *‘Alasl
Nothing direct or practical; the President is
fettered.”

Judge Tourgee and his readers are aware
that President Harrison would have gladly
signed the Federal elections bill and given to
its enforcement all the uid in his power, but
that much-needed measure was defeated by
the connivance and aid of professed Repub-
Licans.

1 believe the President is worthy of the full
| eonfidence of our colored fellow citizens.
This is the opinion of that remarkable
member of their race, the Hon.
d Prederick Douglas, as set forth in
‘Ithis  recentable communicetion fo ths
New York Independent, and it is my con-
jotion that it will be a calamity to the Nation
apd to humanity if our present Executive

uld fail of renomination and re-election.

It 5>0i08 to me that Christinn. ministers und
igocd citizens should work and pray and
#Eole: for these all important results. -
Z.(3ud bless and prosper Benjamin Hnrnsoxi.

tad

ad: statesmun, the tried and true public
5t, the model citizen, the rdpresentative
foan, . . T}CorToxn.
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brave Christinn soldier, the wise,..wells:~ "






