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My Dear Mrs. Tourgee: -

I return to you by express to-day chapters one to twenty-fourinclusive of
the “Golden Lilies.” All of the early porition | find very much as I left it,if
rot absoluiely sa, and therefore I have nothing more to say about that portion of .
itthan I said in my letiers last spring when you firsi began sending tihem to me.

[ wish you would hurt them up and see what is there said)particuZarly as to the
transpositicn of some of the chapiers. I feel it to bes of the very greatest im-
portance to have the book start off in the midst of interesting talk and action,
and notrﬁi[the long description of the Church of the Golden Lilies, Moreover,
thtis would be in accordance with ﬁhe usual respect paid to the hero of sicyy or
drama, who is never ihrust io the frent in the cpening scene.

And now, noi by way of self laudation, but wiih sirict appropriateness to
tbe mattor in band, I wish ic qucie tc you a brief sentence frem & letier addrezs-

ed to me by Dr. Lyman Abbetid, when I had begun sending him back proofs of his vol-

ume of sermons entiiled, “Signs of Promise.” -- “My Dear Mr, Howard: I wish you

would publish all my books. +ihe blessedness of having sc kesp and friendly a crit- i

ic before other critics get at one’s work, is beyond all description.”  Now, that
I quote simply to show the Judge what one sharp-eyed and clear-headed man feels in
raference to this kind of inside criticism, and i could duplicate it from not a few
other men whose names stand high as literary workers; and the point of it is that
I wish to exphasize what [ said regarding the sermons in ithe early part of the “Gold%

en Lilies” story, and io repeat the same wiih reference io ihe one in chapier XXIII.E




fhé séfméé*isgsdﬁé admirable; ,I énddrsé:ahé belie%é'every“ﬁﬁrd"of“it;[ but it is
'altogeihér too long for the place., . iih& _;out of ten
(ﬁho really review the book will express tbe wish that these sermonxz:ngs had been m
Tovery greatly condensed; and the more they symp&ihxze with the aim and strong flight
of the beok itself, the more w111 they regret that its effzcacy shculd be bindered

by SO-many ubnnecessary words, ”he same. ideas and principles are lnculcated in va- _g

ages should occur., They certainly will hisder and not help both the story and its
moral. ﬁaving said this much, I shall séy DO more on téat head; and if the Judge
insists upon their retention, shall accepl his decision without discussion.

I think he would beiter glance along through to s;e what queries and sug -

gestions are made Bere and there, and either leave, or medify or strike out, as

—

suits him. I #ill drive shead with the rest of the book as fast as possible.

One thing morell will say, which has a coilaieral bearing on the sermon ques- i
~ticn although it refers talthe whole book: [ think it 211 too lon ,85 a whole, In -
gsending me the copy you have omitied chapte;s AL1LE and XLiV, Averaging these ai
the low figure of 3000 words each, the total.sums ap 160,878 words, ﬁhich will make
2 book of 536 pages of 300 words each. I am convinced that the interesti of ithe g
reaaer and the influence of the book)and the extent of its czrcu’a»zon)would be very l
greatly helped by condensation in.a great many places where the Judge enlarges and
expetiates wilh argument and illustration upon points which be could far more strongﬁ
ly enforce with some of his terse and well-put s§g:g§ggts He is féﬁd fand witﬁ=
good reasonl, of scornfully lnyelghxng agaznst the long and morbld self-analysis so
prevelgni in modern f!091035 and one. of the most ‘admirable . chapters; tO'me, is the
one in which he shows bow the spirit{ of Murvale Eastman regalns its healthiul tone
and clear sight withoul that laborious process' vet he himself is quite es fond of
laborious analysis of things qgigggiva, and sometimes, lt_seemsAto me, he defeatls

his own object by too much talking about it.

The .note in which you abcept our suggestion as to terms

, and accord permission
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permicssion

for us {o apply a poriion of your dues te the 0l1d book debt, is rece:rna,‘anu

F., B, & 8, will send a formal acknowledgement of it.: Ihanks for your consiéef

ation,

One thing more. Please do not torget to have tha Judge g:ve some of

his sgggestxve tztles to the chapters. Phat has always ‘been one of the charms

cf his books to me, and I think 1t woulﬁKbe a*pdsithe addztion.






