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HoLmays are intended to strengthen “sentiment

From a physical point of view, mere relaxation ‘ig;"of |

WA

course, of value t0 an over-burdened people Jike ours;

but occasional festivals are not of much importance in|

 relieving the over-wrought body and brain. Theiaflu- |

ence of a day of mere unrestrained, untempered general P
jollification, too, must always be discounted by the crime i
and demoralization resulting from unusual license. The } .

|

Fourth of July is a festival worth observing only:as &
stimulant of patriotic sentiment. P

tingnished from other gala days only by the more gen-
eral display of the national colors. Base-ball games,

excursions, beer and booziness, have come to be its apecial |-

features. Anarchism is almost as often the subject of

eulogium on that day as patriotism. From alaboriounsly !
compiled census of its public observance in 1887, the |
writer concluded that the Declaration of Independence |

was publicly read less tham 200 times in twenty
States, and that less than 200,000 people heard it on
that day. We are told that this is the nataral result of

the evolution ot the practical and-the elimination of the ;
sentimental in American thought. Just what consti-
tutes the * practicality ” of the ball-game or-thecrowd- ;.-

-ed, aimless, sweltering excursion it would be difficult to

. gay, but that this method of observingthe national hol- |-
 iday isfatal to patriotic sentiment there canbeno doubt. {.— .=
"Lt the fathersand mothersof a gingle generation grow ;' o= .. e

. present furnishes, and patriotism as 4 popalar impulse.
£ will be well-nigh eradicated, To be millionaires, politi
-cal’ bosses or reckless conspirators, will be the only.
. i-social ideas to which the young American of the fu '
will aspire. R C
Yet patriotic sentiment—the popular exaltation o
pational idesl—is the foundation of all ‘true and’
ble nationality.. * Our country, right or wrong,” I
adter all, the only secure basis of national stréng ‘
course, 1o one desires it to be wrong and’ every-one-de:
sired it to be right; but when the die is cast a
. cision must be made, the only hope in any t:
- ¢onjuncture is in a patriotic sentiment s0 3
. “the individul sinks his own ideas of policy—ev _
convietion of political right-and wrong—and ral
the support of the country with cheerful self-sa
-and entire devotion, ~* - e

{%fnp with such pabulum as the Fourth of July ef “the |
l

Of recent years thisholiday has lost much of the patri- | v
otic quality; it has mostly become a mere gala day, dis- |
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