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nity of aﬁying yea or nay to the proposition foran Unre-
stricted Reciprocity between the two countries. |

1t is gdifficult to estimate the results that may flow
from the breaking down of the barrier on the South and
North, and the creation of a trade for the United States
that will be continental in its extent and continental in
its profit.
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THE REHABILITATION OF THE FOURTH OF
JULY.

BY THE HON, ALBION W, TOURGKLE.

- HoLIpAYs are intended to sirengthen sentiment.
From a physical point of view, mere relaxation is, of
course, of value to an over-burdened people like ours;
but occasional feativals sare not of much importance in
relieving the over-wrought body and brain, The influ-
ence of a day of mere unrestrained, untempered general
jollification, too, must always be discounted by the crime
and demoralization resulting from unusual license, The
Fourth of July is a festival worth observing only as a
stimulant of patriotic sentiment,

Of recent yeara thisholiday has lost much of the patri-
otic quality; it has mostly become a mere gala day, dis-
tinguished from other gala days only by the more gen-
eral digplay of the national colors, Base-ball games,
excursions, beer and booziness, bave come to be its special
features, Anarchism is almost as often the subject of
eulogium on that day as patriotism. From a laboriously
compiled census of its public observance in 1887, the
writer concluded that the Declaration of Independence
was publicly read less thanm 200 times in twenty
States, and that less than 200,000 people heard it on
that day. We are told that this is the natural result of
the evolutionot the practical and the elimination of the
sentimental in American thought. Just what consti-
tutes the ¢ practicality ” of the ball-game or the crowd-
ed, aimless, sweltering excursion it would be difficult to
say, bat that this method of observing the national hol-

iday isfatal to patriotic sentiment there can be no doubt. .

Let the fathers and mothers of a single generation grow
" up with such pabulum as the Fourtk of July of the
present furnishes, and patriotism as a popular impulse
will be well-nigh eradicated, To be millionaires, politi-
cal bosses or reckless counspirators, will be the only
social ideas to which the young American of the futm'e
will aspire,

Yet patriotic sentiment—the popular exaltation of the-

national ideal—is the foundation of all true and relia-
ble nationality. *¢ Oar country, right or wrong,” is

after all, the ouly secure basis of national strength. Of
. course, no one desires it 10 be wrong and every one de-
sires it to be right; but when the die is cast and the de-
cision must be made, the only hope in any threatening
conjuncture is in a patriotic sentiment so strong that
the individul sinks his own ideas of policy--even his own
" conviction of political right and wrong—and rallies to
the support of the country with cheerful self-sacrifice
and entire devotion,

That this was the tendency of the cld-time Fovrth of
July celebration there can be no doubt. The yearly
gathering, the solemn prayer, the reading of the Declara-
tion of Independence, the impassioned address, left a
most vivid impression on the minds 6f the young who
were being prepared for the tremendous shock of battle
which awaited them. The effect of this training was
distinctly seen in that marvelous uprising which fol-
lowed instantly upon the first assault upon the national
flag. Young men trembled with rapture at.the thought
of serving the land they loved; old men wept bitter
tears because their day was past. Why was this? The
political eentiment of the North was not only divided,
but neither wing of it was in hearty accord with the con-
duct of the war. One portion was opposed to interfering
with slavery, not a few were uncompromising believers
in the doctrine of State sovereignty. Another portion
believed not only that slavery was wrong, but that its
eradication was essential to the perpetuity of the Repub-
lic. One of these moieties trembled with apprehension
at the invasion of a State’s territory by national forces;
the other grew hot with rage as they saw the Govern-
ment troops used to return fugitive slaves. Yet they
fought shoulder to shoulder for the flag around which
such a tender, intangible sentiment clung. Inthe same
company—the writer remembered more than one in-
stance of it—were to be found the followers of Calhoun
and the disciples of Garrison. Neither believed the
Government to be altogether 1m the right; yet both
fought bravely because the nation was first in their
thougbt anl above all questions of policy and method,
‘What had produced this harmony of action between ele-

menta so diverse in character? Hardly one who felt it

will deny that the old Fourth of July celebration was a
most important factor in the creation of that patriotic
fervor which inspired his action.

But the public Fourth of July celebration, we are told,
is no longer possible. It cabnot be made a success, It
haa no attraction for the young people of to-day. As a
spectacle it is grotesque. The lines of society have
grown too hard and sharp to allow its extremes to meet
even for a day upon & common level. Multiplied di-
vortisements have made its simple cerernonies stale and

unattractive. It will not draw a crowd as well asa game
of base ball, and as a display is meager in comparison
with the monster parades of modern political campaigns,
The old Fourth of July is generally conceded to be too
tame, too crude and sentimental for our practical, over-
burdened present.

This is not altogether a remarkable result, We have

worked very industrionsly for s quarter of a century or
80, to eliminate sentiment from the field of politics and
statesmanship, apparently forgetful of the factthat it is
the mosi 1mportant element of both. We have labored
to inculeate in the minds of the coming generation the

idea that * government is business,” and that economics.

is the highest fleld of statesmanship. Cheapiness has be-
come the measure of political excellence, and doliars and
centa the test of party efficiency. Instead of subrogat-
ing political economy to its natural and proper place ag
a mere instrument of good and wise purposes, we have
made it the highest duty of citizenship to worship the
Golden Calf. Instead of basing our national hope upon
the patriotism, morality and devotion to high ideals of
the Amerizan people, we have rested our claim to su-
perior excellence as a government upon our aggregate
wealth and the wonderful development of our material
resources. As a natural result, the Fourth of July has
become unpopular. What has a nation devoted merely
to money-getting, *‘ practical politics”. and political
economy to do with a day that demands enthusigsm
and is eonsecrated to patriotic sentiment? It will not
do to discuss economics on that day; one feels at once
theincongruity of it. If the Fourth of Jaly means any-
thing in the world’s life and thought, it means liberty,
inherent right, individual privilege, human progress—a
higher ideal of manhood and government. It means
government for the sake of the governed and govern-
ment by the governed.

There can be no question that we have reached a point
in the development of the Republican idea, when it has
become neceseary to recast our ideals. * Government
by the people,” cannot be made strong and lasting unless
the sense of individual respomsibility is extended to
every constituent atom of the Republic. How we govern
ourselves, according to what systew, by what plan, are
not nearly so important factors of the future as the
character of the people who govern. There is no use of
trying to find a specific method by which public eviis
may be avoided and the general welfare promoted. The
oaly safereliance is on the patriotic purpose of the peo-
ple. Good administration and successful policy, in a
republic, must slways be bottémed-on the individual
patriotism of the citizen. Government is the hlghest
duty of every American, and the most * dangerous
class ™ of citizens are those who fail to perform their
political functions with patriotic earnestness, sincere
conviction and an ever-present consciousness of indi-
vidual responsibility, Patriotism needs to be taught as
the highest virtue—the supremest guality of manhood,
the fairest flower of Christianity., *“As He died to
make men holy, let us die to make men free,” sang our
American Miriam, and those about to die repeated with
pale lips her words as they marched into the crater of
battle, To live or die for the good of others—to pro-
mote by might, mind and strength, the good of others,
is the matchless lesson of Christian patriotism.

This sentiment should ecome into every home, into the
nursery, into the school. Americanirm should be the
distinctive quality of American life. Patriotic impulse
should be not oniy our hope and reliance for the future,
bui the specific means by which we shall seek to ele-
vate, develop, flex and exalt the world’s life, The
Stars and Strlpes—the symbol of self-government, of
individunal responsibility as well as individual
opportunity and equality —has done more for ha.
manity than American commerce, American wealth,
American charity, American schools, American pros-
perity—more than all other things American, because it
is the beacon lamp which invites all the world not tocome
to this free land, but to make other lands free, and
meke universal the American idea of *‘ government by
the people and for the people.”

This result can only be accomplished by fostering the
patriotic impulse which the Fourth of July represents.
Patriotism alone is not, it is true, sufficient for good
government; but popnlar patriotism is the only source
from which good government in a republic can possibly
spring. The stream does not rise higher than the foun-
tain, and the government of a republic will never rise
above the patriotic ideal of the masses of its people,
The statesman is the instrument of public thought; not
the shaper of the popular ideal. The politician never
Teads, but always follows the general trend of public
thought. A republic must always be built up from the
bottom. The towers and steeples may be the most

-showy, but-are-always.-the_least.important_parts_of an_|

edifice. Ordinarily their highest function is to support
a weather-vane. It is the foundation which is the most
essential thing, and in aself-governing state, asin archi-
tecturs, the quality of the foundation is more important
than the style in which it is laid.” A foundation of soft,
crumbling stone can never be made secure, no matter

how artistically the blocks may be arranged or with |
what nicety they may be joined. Becurity dépendu on
the vital supporting strength of the blocks themselves. -

The Ropublic rests upon the people—not on the highut ‘

the richest, the wisest, but on the common people—aud

not upon their wisdom or wealth 80 much s upon theit
devotion. If their patriotic ideal i high, the nation will - -
be strong and enduring; if their ideal ia low and base, ‘
all the wealth of the world and al! the wisdoin of the . -
ages cannot save it, ‘This patriotic unpulse the Fouith

of July should stimulate and promote;

But how shall this' be done? Some feais ohould bel .
donsed which will reach al! elasses ana aﬁect all eou-

very largely on the alm tumverssl ‘sénse of equalnty R
Riches connted for but Nttle in those days. Neighbor-- |
ship was a common bond. - 8ocial cireles met-and Gver- - -
‘lapped withont fear of .contamination or reproach. This =
condition of affairs no moré “exists; Proxumty ha§ de- T
veloped repulmon among the atoms - of gociety. Tbe :

‘city separates men; classes; households.‘ Money out R

ranks worth; merit, brn.m—everythmg. -

‘have come to take on the character of the gameés 6
-amphitheater—they are *‘showa forithe peoplé” instéad
-of popular demounstrations. No doubt the-old Fourih’
July eolebration will' eventually returi. in some” in
fied form when wé have ceased to méagtire: manhood and
womanhood by s gold standsrd; have gotten OVeF the

silly rage of trying to assimilate outselvés in everytbmg :

to other nations and developed once morea gening and -
universal pride, not merely in our national wealth; our
marvelons productiveness,.our inventive capacltj" ur' i

creative energy; our comimerce; our * surplua 7 ou
roads and our syndicates; but, above all, in that f

bler and more worthy product of: Amencan life ho ;
Amencan people, But, m the ‘mean t:me, 1t 18 qmte

sary of ourseparation from old England but as a fecurs

ring jubilee of that greater Eogland which greets its -

morning sun as the other smks mto tbe aha.c:lo'\'ivr of th
mghb.

pass of the poorest,; and -witha httle t.uste and:
scope to the desu'e for dlsplay of the nchest;

‘yet mﬁmtely vaned in apphcatmu. A clty ﬂammg in

every part with the bright emblem of - nataoual power, is -

a specticle at once atgmﬂcaut and impréesive. This

would na.turally iead to the more orna.te and stnkmg“'

litical canipaigns, but should he more umwrsal aud ime
posing on this day than any otkier; - ‘The Fourth of. Jaly
_should be one wave of rosy hght from the Atlaut:c to
the Pamﬁc. = . .

In conuectlon wnth thm
of July. may easily be mas
patriol:icjﬂ;pulsa whic

extended to lawn partles, Fourth of - Ji uly rece
any other form of social entertainment. that. lmks the'
patriotic idea with home and social lifé, - - L
. In the few public gatherings of.a patriotic: kmd
are stﬂl held upon that day, rot only should matt_'

especially the discussion’ of reformatory Jdeas and eco-
nomic theories. The day should-be #acred to- hberty,

human rights and the past. . Very few of us begin tore:
alize to how great an extent we bave led and shaped the ~ -
thought of the world durmg our little ‘more than.a'cen- -
tury of orza.mc life; and in any company, “however
_small, there will always be one who by a little exertion -

can open up some line of thought which will add-to the

knowledge and appreciation which:the others bave of-
the Great Republic, her glorious past a.nd her magmﬁ_ | el

cent destiny.

Tiiere might, perbaps, be easily found some method,:'- o
too, of linking the school wilh the Fourth of July: The -
movement in favor of raising the flag above . every' :
school-house during school hours is sn objest lessonin.~
patriotism of infinite value, -A- Western teacher' in-.
formed the writer that he bad greatly improved thé -
schools of a town which were ander hig snperlntendeuee,
as well as brought them nearer to the people and given -

anew impulse to popular loveof couniry, by: offering

prizes for patriotic declamations and by public compe-
_tition by pupils of & certain standing in answering ques-.

tions in regard to some parhcular phasa of Américhn

history which had been given ‘out s year previously. The '
. exercises were held i in & grove, if the weather permitted s

the Declaration-was: read -4’ sort.of patriotlo catechism:

which had been taught the children, embracing thechief "
Iacts attendiug the adoptxon of that mstrument, wasres’

-gited by them in concert; and, ‘with - musie, . reoltations

and competitive’ éxaminations, the- day was. filled with _

‘patriotic sentiment and sensible recreation. . He aid he

was particulariy impressed: w_ith the pppular‘:ty of. ‘this‘ '

R

July ‘3, 1890.]

plan thh the ‘parents, many of whom followed the cb:lw
dren in theif Feir's res.dmg

But, above all, it is necessary that every citizen should |
recognize it as a clear and bounden duty that he should
do what he can to populanze, socialize. and familiarize
the Fourth of J uly asa day consecrated to the cultivas

. tion of patriotic sentiment—not merely a boastful love

of country, but an impnlsé to sérve it truly and fa.lth-_'
fully in every cobnjuncture of affaits and in every éapac; .
lty that may confront tho cltlzen. Thus. alone, may the

déevotion to the welfare of all. If this is done, we. need :
havo no fear ot 1guora.nce or any socxa.l vice among the :

' - town, vxllage, city and ward,of & Fourth of July: Socxety '
. to stitnulate, promote and encourage the. senslb!e, regs

reative, worthy and patriotic observance of the Na.tlonnlr;

- hollday, not forgetting over all the land to see to it that

“eds the heavens shall bruit a,gnin.

The cannon, if. uot essential to the. lesson of patnotmm,‘j

is 1o dinibt one of ita most impressive teachers; and the

. roar that sa.lutes the rlsmg gun of that dav télla everv.'
_one who hears that the Amenca.n Repubhc has conse-__'f






