51sT CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ¢ REPORT
1st Session. : { No. 2605.

ESTABLISHMENT AND TEMPORARY SUPPORT OF COMMON
SCHOOLS. '

Jury 1, 1890.—Committed to the Committee of the Whols House on the state of the
Union, and ordered to be printed.

Mr, (’DONNELL, from the Gomnllittt?e on Edacation, submitted the fol-
owing :

REPORT:

[To accompany H. R. 634.]

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
634) to aid in the establishment and temporary sapport of common
schools, report favorably as follows : _

Bills providing aid in the establishment of common schools and. ex-
tending temporary assistance in support of the same, have been before
Congress for the past ten years. During that time in the Senate the
bills have been favorably reported five times and passed on three sepa-
rate occasions. A measure having the same object as House bill 634 is
now pending in that body, Although numerous bills in aid of educa-
tion have been offered in the House of Representatives and referred to
its Committee on Education during the last ten years, not one has ever
been reported to the body which referred them. In view of these facts,
and as fen million signatures, appended to petitions favorable to the
several bills, have been filed in the two houses, your committee, or
a majority thereof, in deference to the wishes of said petitioners and
realizing the necessity for action, report H. R. 634 favorably to the
House of Representatives. ' : ‘

Your committee are impressed with the dangers which beset the coun-
try from the lamentable and increasing popular ignorance in many sec-
tions of the nation, and earnestly urge the adoption of this bill or some
measure looking to the elimination of illiteracy. - ’

The number of school baildings in the United States in use for publie
schools is 219,063, employing 347.292 teachers, of whom 128,314 are
males. The average monthly salarierof the male teachers is $41.71, and
of the female instructors $34.21. These figares exhibit the injustice of
the distinction in remuneration to the two sexes for the same labor.

It is estimated that more than one-fifth of the nation’s population is
of school age—from six to fourteen years—aggregating 12,000,000 chil-
dren, of whom 7,800,000 are in daily attendanece; about 60 per cent. of
those of school age attend daily. The annual expense of the public
schools of the United States amounts to $122,455,252, This outlay is
provided by revenue from State and loeal taxation,and permanent funds.

- Of this large expeunditure, $82,314,741, is paid for teachers’ salaries,
$19,630,077 for general expenses, and $21,000,000 for sites, buildings,
and libraries. The running expense of the free school system of the
United States is about $2 per capita for ‘each inhabitant, $10.60 for
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each ¢hild of sohool age, and $15.59 for each pnpil - aotually
school. The value of the property used for publicschools is $297,481,32
If we reckon the interest on this investment, cost of . text:
materials used by the pupils, the total expense of our..
will be found to aggregate $153,000,000 annuaily, ab
inhabitant, or quite 24-cents per day of daily attendan
itures for colleges, denominational ‘and’ pnvate schools,
ment the educational outlay in this country.
This magnificent dedication of the resources of our eiti
tion is cited with much pride by your committee. Notwi
generosity of the people in promoting. education among:t
and women of the nation, the last census revealed the unwelcor
alarming fact that there were 5,000,000 inhabitants over ten ye
age who could not read, and 6 000 000 of the same age who
to write. Itis to be feared that this army of ighorancehasno
during the past decade, and that the enumeration now bein )
wi}l exhibit that the number of the illiterates has been augm te
the increased population of the nation. . o
These discouraging facts impress apon the maJorlty of t
the imperative necessity of the Government extending'te
 to dispel the dark cloud of ignorance that menaces the
country. History repeats its warnings, and of this
untaught it can be mournfally written, as in old J
are destroyed. for lack of knowledge.” - Viewing thés
ings of the Father of his Conntry come down to. us fn
tury, when, in his farewell address, Washmgton COUTISI
men to ¢ promote asa matter of ana,ry 1mportan
the general diffusion of knowledge.” The.author
of Indepeudence, with prescience of the fature; d )
cation is the only sure foundation that can be devised fo
tion of freedom. and happiness.” Jefferson supplenie
maxinm in his inangural, upon assummg the duties of e
he advised that the excess of national revenue ‘might,-
tition among the States, be applied toeducation and otl
Garfield, in his inaugural, eloquently pleaded for -
- dangerously high - tide ‘of illiteracy,” and. besou
meet this danger by the saving influence of nniversa
plead with Oongress ‘“to promote and éncourage
The words of solicitade and apprehension: of the m
alarming eondition shonld .be ponderéd and weigh
* men who mustof neoesmty encounter the' danger of
tion.
Your committee 'desire to mcorporate in thls
sentiment of Justice Lamar when he declared that ¢
fraught with almost. nnspeakable benefits to ‘the ent
Ex-Attorney-General Garland voiced the.glad fact tha
as is reported favorably herewith ¢ might very. aptl
extirpate illiteracy in the United States.”. e
Your committee have not deemed it essential to. en' '
sion of the constitutional right of Congress to thas' pro
welfare; we are content to leave that portion of the-
hands of the able constitutional jurists above quote
Your committee hold to the Ppatriotic declarati
‘ that the safety of our institutions depends upon
masses,” and so believing, seek to augmeént. that
a measure which, if enacted, W]ll enlarge the?%n mbe

ing the fonndatlon B
"‘Th"'d'natmnss o

lleges, 4,352,082 acres; deaf
"of 113,463,847 acres

portionment was theoretically s loan, | ally s gift. ' The fotaldis: =
tribution Was:to aggregate $37,468,859; to be repaid in fonr equalinstall -
ments; three of which were disbursed; bit the:act w operative when . -

o fourth-payment. ‘None, of. the money Was: BVBI‘::'“ L

turned to the National Treasury.. ¢ o
“The bill ander: coneuderatlonpi'oposes ‘dis
States a Territories; on the: -of il
id in different sums dnnng‘ -period of

mll not: oppress ‘the people
-65,000,000, the'tot.al '

dvoeacy of the

' aetea by Congress to.meet i danger\_'___ P

In the northern gection.of this cointry institutes
o strength of that portion: e
he outhern par!; of- the na ion

re: ralsed from’ serntude m'ﬁeedom 5 t.hey and those e

had been in the midnight of ignorance for years; torrents
"were shed, and from the degradation of bondage they emerged e
- sunligh of 'berty Thouea.nds of -these. were invested with -

A Tight-demanding education for its -~
at section have done much to meet the Tequire- -

nditions, and ‘have broadened the avenues forthe .=~

ow 'dge. P haps they mlght have doné more; this =~ .
a8 : They a.ud t;he Tace 80 loug .
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tunities for providing rudimentary education may-be increased. . Simply
a ' square start.and a fair field” is ‘asked for those
advantages that should:be given every child=the
them for. oitizénship." i LA
The:uneducated ¢an-not: bé*disfranchised; s
governipental aaféty demands that the enfranct
lnctantly, we:réfer to: the.official Fotariis. of’
Lo'uisi?ﬁa,-wl.l_icl_iv'eghibits,«.pﬁé;fac -that- the vot
there. was 10,923 majority in that State of voters wh d
' pallots;:this year in the-voting population
=~ those voters who can not read the ballot. the
the past: ten years :thé :increase’ of - voters ‘show.:
13,274 can read,.and-twice as:nany 24,741 gan
statement is not to-be attributed to:racial reason:
voters unable to read increased 7,835, In ths
gaining on:intelligence.” o ik
“-The patriot-and-well wisher of his coan
ence upon the-aecretion ‘of ignorant. citize ;
Republic -is-ignorance;:an-ever: increasing peril."
diffasion of knowledge hasbeen made;:the Govern
interest-of it§.own preservation and citizenship, i
own_foundations of .intelligence. . Experieiice
firmly established the fact tha OTANLO Te8INLS rowti of-natio
ity, while intelligence elevates'the citizen and-aids progress, . The fanc:
tions of Government can not he bettér exercised than in aiding toextend
.education, therebyinsuring the perpetuity of ofir institutiot
now:vested:-with-the control of all departments of this. Go
~in its:declarations: of principles proelaimed  tha
 schools is the ¢ bulwark of the American Republic.” - The
' & statute to:provide.that temporary aid necessary, under p
tions; to'enable the different States to furnisk the rudimer
tion, can-only result in-advancement of : the ‘natiot and
of its-citizens: -~ oo i Ll B SRR (s
Commendable progress: has:|
of educational encouragemen
help needed. To:withhold aid 1o
- thinker of'the Sounth, “*would be:to
leave the garnered erop:to deca;
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