


 the prevall-
', g spmt of-ar-dge, and presents to postenty 1ts true hkeuess e
- It is:one thing to make a srmple recotd of the events transprr--'

-'mg in a nation’s life; it is another. thing to explam the causes-

 which have shaped the events of natlonal histoiy. ~ He who. does o

t_he forme_r work i5 a mere_scrlb,e he. wlgo performs the latter rask"
is a'philosopher. - The former loolis'ohly' at effects; the léttéi ‘is
‘only satisfied with tracing an event to its cause.

-seeker aftef truth waits not- simply facts, but reasons.. He Wants o

hrstory, biit-hie demands riore==the philosopty of hlstory
‘ ‘He who would unravel the tangled threads of human history .
must get hold of the’ nght end. ~ He who does not observe the -

struggle of humamty to regain its lost likéness to the Divine, will -

" find history -an unanswerable- riddle.  No more surely does the -

. seed germmate into. blossom -and fmrtage, orthe chrysahs burst -
. into-a life that lifts it above the clouds, than ‘man  striggles from‘_- .
the curse of Eden baclc mto the hkeness of hlS God when full--'. I

" on _‘There-is an ofder and plan in-man’s march from the lowest' o

- to" the hnghest Made a-little lower than the angels,’” he is- not -
to remain so.  The Creator has a plan for his most highly endowed
‘of- earthly creatures ; in other words, there is' a Prowdence in

S nghtful throne, Ied by a Divme and fatherly hand.. : :
. It shall ‘be our bnef task to glance down the pathway of the :
ages, and. recount, in merest outlme, the. progress made by the
_ hiimian race. : N
' There. are three clearly deﬁned epochs, three penods of marked g
lmportance in the’ regeneratlon of our race. Man s first commun- -




.4'

ion With'his God marks the ofigin of history. The word there jin-
parted was tobea Iamp to- his fé{a'f"tq b"rightenf his 'paﬁhwa}f',"'il"h'til’3" o
the Christian church, the "second epoch, should be inauguarated.

The word and the power, these two, mutually supporting each” .
other, permeated society, culminating in that glorious Jig%¢ which =

the world afterwards received.

In the first epoch man had the word and the _ Wd'rd' was from ‘

God. That first revelation has come d

conscious of his relations to hls ‘Creator. He is aware that he |
bears the stamp of royalty upon his brow, that he has been fash- o

ioned in the likeness and image of his God. . But man is fallen,

Eden is no longer his, and the intellectial splendor aiid moral emi- -
nence which were his have been lost. ~ Henceforth the world shall. o
be sunk in darkness and sin. - Hencefoith the light and radiance -
of Divine glory shall'be withdrawn from the race; uintil the fillness =
of time shall have come and the proniised Messialhi shall have besi _

given for the redemption and 'eﬁthfone::ij:é_nf'____of-_ mankind. " - .

Among’"the:ﬁatiqné of _aiﬁtijgtﬁt} feligions feeling found ex=
pression in. manifold ways. Enthusiasm and moral excellence = =

were not dependent. upon martial glory and heroism ; ‘they were

not the outgrowth of chivalry; othérwise the ‘Petsians; strong in

character, indomitable in céutag'e;-WOulc'l""' have béen thé mediuin’

for the transmission of Diviie revelation ; they were not.dependent -

upon a knowledge of nature with all her mysteries, upon -scienée -

with her profundity. of- research; otherwise- the-Egyptians would

have gained pre-eminence; but the only path for. unveiling: the |

glories of the eternal world and ‘the only one eminently salutary

for mankind was that of patience and perseverance. Hence it was
not the Persians, strong dnd mighty ; it was- not 'the Egyptlans,
deep and penetrative; but it was that politically insighificant,
almost unknown Jewish nation, which was sitigled out as the -
agency of transmission, the eéxponénts and torch-bearers ‘of '---'p'rirhi-- S

tive revelation to all succeeding ages. .= -

The thunderings of Sinai attract us, and behold, a Jewish the-
ocracy is established.. Judaism. is to.be the gulf strédm of civili-

zation. Upon its bosom are to be safely borne the institutions. of -

Divine origin. = Thiough ail 3the"heathen:i5m'-£ﬁd-z barbarism of the .

ages the sacred traditions are to be _iea_]ouély‘pres‘;¢rs*ed_.f, Step by

step, the race is -precipitated into sin and immorality. The im-
penetrable gloom of moral darkness envelops the earth; but ever -
and anon shine ferth 2 few bright. stars; the mighty men -of ‘old, -

warning, with prophetic voice, a sinscursed world. These: pro-.

AN hﬁ:s;-cijﬁ_shédiihe dynasties of ancient Asia:

T

<{hie ~aisles of the .
orch ‘of tevelation;
=higher, until in all its
iiiag 1dot over Judea; making
ds. A Messiah has béen prom:

- ised; a Saviour is to come.. The world is béing afoused ffom its

lethargy, and as. the fullness of time d¥aws near, the nations of the
earth prepare to. hail their king. ‘God; by Jewish ‘prophéts, -has_

. weaved for His Christ a garment of prophetic light:

. Asia is monarch of all. .The Persian dynasty riles in the

might of its powef. - With sarptising alertness she extends-her ten-

*tacles over the adjoiniing pedples, but as a mighty conflagration soon
. wastes itself and disappears, so was it with Persia; and
- ness'and heathenisin we béeliold the last vestiges of the throne and

a3 and in dark-

empire of the once great king. By the hand of - Alexander, God.

" Bit 160k, -actoss the waves!. “Athens becomes. the bifthi-

<, -place and nursery of{purd att, science and litéfature: - She is the

/ seat.of culture; and when her sun has reached thé zeuith of '*ifS@}.‘i"‘,. "

J istencey we gladly echo and re-echolher praisedlin joyful tofes, for

she has risen o supremely beautiful that her temples, her shrines,
- her works of art in their exquisite beauty and pérfection have not
‘been equaled in all histoty. - Het language is the most perfect and

expressive of all the babbling tongues of earth. The language of =

Greece has become the language of the civilized world: - Even the

old Jewish scriptires are tfanslated into “this  language, whichis -

. “more widely kiown in Palestine than the Hebtéw tongue. itself.

“God; by the genius of the Greeks; has: cast a beaitiful and uni-

o versal medium for the message of His‘Son. : . -

Bat, ¢ westward the course of empire takes its way.” Athens,
 the centre of culture, gives way to Rome; the centre. of power.
By her unwavering fortitude, by her unceasing activity; by her in-

- defatigable perseverance, Roine has reaclied the highest pinnacle
- of témporal supremacy. - Her legions havé goné out into all the g

_earth. . By the powet of -the Roman empire, God has trimped a .

“highway for the going forth of the messéngers of His Son:
. "The" prophets ha‘Veﬁ prepared. Judea; Alexander has.re

R -

the power of Asia, Greece has cast a beautiful (ediumyfor the -
-~ wotds, and Rotne has openéd a higlway for the feet-of-Flim w

Him who

- is:to guide a prodigal race back to its birth-right. and its. God. -
- -What period in all the world’s history more advantageous for the
) COfning__Qf the new factor in the ci_t’riliz'ation" of mankind! - Who




will say that Providence is ot in histsry‘: Who wnll thoughtl:'ully_- -

ceptlon of this new kmgdom of love’ Greece and Rome exxsted'

but for Jerusalem!. ‘Calture and power were to -be ‘the mstru- T
The second great epoch if h:story occurs in Jerusalem on the e

day of Pentecost.  Thete the apostles recewed their comm:ssron HE -
there the. Chnstran church was - establxshed and the _power gwen o

Christian love, the ammatmg power of the church ‘has: come The SRS

marvelous ascendancy of the-¢hutch is not to be wondered at.  Un-

like Judaism, it was not narrowed by local ties ; unlike: Storc:srn, it
was not locked up.in cold passronless creeds ; unlike the Egyptlan-- s
religions, it presented to-the world a pure; noble system of ethics. .
The gospel of the Nazaréne is the living fountain of cwrhzatron, R
the repository of never—eudmg blessings to-mankind: Tt forcesits =
way through every portal; touching with transformmg power everyi SR

department of. mdlwdual and natlonal lifé;

The world was wrapt in the ernbrace of pagamsm Chnstz- REENy
anity appeared like a bright glowmg star in' a firmament of sunless_ \:
superstitiof. From its intrinsic natire 1twas speedrly drssemmated L
abroad In the m1dst of unparalleled and mdescnbable persecu-

though not apparent drawback due to its allrance wrth the Roman .' o
state, this new force leavenéd -all society and- transformed the T

world in matters of morals and eternal hope

After a while, upoir the deserts of Arabia; 2 ﬂamnng sword_ _
appears. Urged on by mynads of votanes, it- spreads over Asia, -
down into Egypt, across into Europe, and i§ now knocklng at the
very gates of Spain. . But its vital force is spent. The Saracemc. R
invasion is’ doomed, formarshalhng her. legions, Chnstlanlty, led - -

by the 1ncomparable Charles Martel, strikes her death-blow; and

Mohammedanism ‘with"all ‘the grandeur of its: iconoclasm; soon
ceases to be an 1nv1gorat1ng and conquermg power in the crvrhzed o

world.

tion had been effected. The Eternal C:ty, drunk wrth the: blood of _ .- o

nations; was tottenng to its: pohtlcal grave.

shrouded by a mldnrght of blackest zgnorance But the begmnmg -
of the énd had come:’ ~In the: dispensation of Providénce her mis-

. sion as an ageficy in- the regeneratlon of mankind fiad- been ful-.
;'-:eﬁlled for, lo! from the san-kissed highlands of the north pouring
-~__down upon the expmng mxstress of the world came those bold :

-'brmgmg to-the gates of c1v1hzatlon many new factors to be incor--
'porated mto the body pohtrc., The natural rnoral condrtlon of the

toms were supremely susceptrble to the harmomzmg temper of .

' _Chnstramty, smgularly mote- so.than the despotrc and llcentxous

However, follownng the advancmg thousands in then' jodrney -
through the oncoming: years, we sée the harid of Providence

.'shapmg the affairs of men: - We trace the paths along whrch the
world is to ‘move an_d behold the preparatron which the world is

B 1nest1mable value and. usefulness ; 1nventlons Wthh ]omed to the
_,'moral and mtellectuai mfluences at that time™ predommatmg, led

L the papacy The revrval of learmng, the’ raprd rise of modern“_ -
- languages; the restoratlou of the Greek, and - the - mdrvelous -

achievemerits, upon the sea, fed the: oncoming current destmed to

engulf the smrster mﬂuences dissennnated by Rome.

The 1dohzed' theorzes

The behefs and doctrmes of thé papacy
- The illiteracy of

the asses was fast gwmgway under the strofig: mtellectnal impetus .
- - which the: woild réceived.”  The church felt its'life-blood: ébbing

away. It made a determmed effort to regam its supremacy, but -

' alas ! too late

. Perse-

cutlon fell on all srdes, unto]d mtsery was undergone, the wrath of
..~ the chufch was unrelenting; and yet; notw:thstandmg the unabated:
. furor wrth which the onsets of ‘the: church- were' made, notwith-

standmg the mdescrlbable suffenngs borne by countless thousands,- -
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the current swelled and swelled untll as a mlghty ocean, beanng o
upon its crested waves hberty, freeédom of thought, and freedom__ L

of the press, the Reformatlon ﬂooded the wo‘i’*ld

not in vain . had been. the superhuman ef.Eorts of - Luther and:

Wycliffe, Calvin. and. Melancthon, not.in vain_ had beeir: the
matchless oratory ‘of Savenarola.  What a gloriots work' What_ T
a fruitful mission! . Workmg its way. through the years the. .
word and power have reached frisition and we behold the Zzg/zt the -

third epoch in_history.  The word; the. power, and - the Jights

Truth, Love and’ Liberty; these: three ‘hutually. unfoldzng and
developing into each- other present the: trite purport of hlstory We -

see a purpose, a plan—-—t’ﬁe plzzlosop/z_y qf btstoryf

Wonderful weie .
the achlevements wrought! Wonderfu] the herghts to which
the mind climbed! . With’ lmpenal majesty it ‘walked -the corri- -
dors of the sky, viewing the- gloties of - the firmament; ﬁndmg o
~ deeply imbedded in the dome of heaven myrtads of stellar worlds, -~~~
~and remarkmg the symmetry and perfectron of untold worlds, cir= . o I

cling in their orbits in the outer: depths'

The ‘whole mtellectual world has’ $prung forward w:th new .
life 'and light. "~ The ‘criusadeés afe ended, - thdt amazing conﬁict_" ‘
between two. civilizatiosis, rich in heroi¢éxploits, displaying a- . .
chivalry full of honor and loyalty; and presentmg to us a knight- - -

hood worthy the . most -careful study. - Early doomed to failure,

nothing. dauntmg, they long maintained a constant strugple with

the East, but it sounded the death-knell of feudahsm for the iron

_grip with which it held society bound and helpless was percepnbly"_
loosened, and in its stead wére sown the seeds of ‘popular institu-- L
tions which were destmed to play s0 nnportant a part in-the devel: .

opment of Europe.

Otganization is the ; necessary condmon of progress. Feudal-_. -
ism and the church’ ‘were the bitterest opponents National unity -
could alone have comé. through the crnsades, for it united the R
masses in the one- common cause of humamty The conﬂuence BT

mable value to succeedmg ages The xmpetus glven to the mind
at the dawning of the light has animated- every avenue of life. .
‘The world has been ‘electrified by its energy As an expressron-'_-_:. ]
of the nnnd’s marvelous power, we. ﬁnd it.in the. possessron of "

e

that great document whrch boand England together by comimon -

" nationalinterésts andacommon nationalsympathy. Magna Charta,
- . -whose very name is emblematic of liberty, the solid foundation -
. fock; apon- which- has been' reared the gloriois. ‘§tatiie of - hberty, '

stands as . a Iastrng HONGMmMent o “the heroism - and - -patrictism

L _whzch the mmd re]nvenated msnlled ifnto a. great nation’s heart; - S
- cadsing it to throb. in dnison and dlrectmg it toward the achieve= L
. ment: of those mahenable nghts whlch have smce blessed ‘our-
race. : . R -

But, hsten! 'from the placxd waters of the Rhme ACTO8S: the o

- .contment o the glorious isles of the sea, swells a mlghty chorus. e
' 'It is not the Marselllalse, lt 1s not the wen‘d peans of barbar- _

ancy

e:nled from home, roamed as strangers ina strange land and
many, ohI how mauy, followmg the beacon hght of hberty, found’-j.:

down from the watch-tower of the centunes, does not behold_
~the marvelous mamfestatlons of Providence in opening up at
“this very opportune time this western -habitation for. the pilgrims

o of earth who seek the purest freedom and the hxghest life. -~

Itis pecuharly

E =A.nglo--Saxon, for ever since it emerged from the w:lds of Germany_;_ )
oot has beeit a conquering power. Magna Charta, the - Bill of .
JER R:ghts, and our own' glonous Constltutmn, the three great docu- -

s to be. fought this conﬂrct of the ages, here the mission. Of.. .
S the .Anglo-Saxon is to he wrought out, and in Faneull Hall :

ol Up and down the hlghways of earth plods a weary wanderer, DR
o seekmg aid” at. all the courts of Europe,= ‘Tired dlscouraged___:__' -
- Spain_is  again impottuned -and. success ctowns: efforts:
-'.-Amenca, the heit of . all.the ages, is presented ‘as the: glonous_

- fraition of his mission. ‘And how providential it wasl = Catholi=* -
- -cism, infariated . at the loss. of its prey, Pprepares to crush: out- thlS N
- -tiew factor which has entered the world The rack; the ﬂame, alI -
manner of persecutlon 13 endured for consc:ence sake.



Man was’ made to rule Soaety t perpetuate 1tsel£ must_.
work out the Divine plan.. Supremacy cores alone to: freemen, and
the coronation of our fathers: manifests to the world the: dawn :

of the true method of . the development of - human society. - A

hand, unseen by mortal eye; has been SO shapmg the affairs of the

world as to secure a slow but decisive progress. ~ The days. of hig- o

tory have been man’s; the ages have béen the Christ’s; .and to himi -

belongs the glory of these conquests of nght over m:ght, of order: L

Peace does not yet hrood over all waters - There is stlll much‘__j_ S

marchmg and countermarchmg, and no. army can ‘mafch thhout,

raising the dust. The very commotion of our.own day; ﬁlhng . S
many with alarm, is only ev1dence of life. . Be nOtl'"“affnghted L

mth the upnsmgs of our. tlmes All Europe IS m_

boﬂmg
Man is commg to the to

;’peachment of the kmg, and the:

enthronement of the- people The Nazarene is ‘the' world’s emian=.  © .
cipator. He comes'to unshackle the vace from sin, ‘and. lead. man o
in triumph to his throne of power. By way of Sinai with its laws,
and Calvary thh JtS love, He is leadmg the race back to Eden.f"_"'-' o
'I‘he mﬂuenc_ 'of N\

the Divine Man wﬂl give you clew. .

locks the arch that sprmgs from the earthly Eden to the Paradxse '

of God.









