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THE METHOD OF CULTURE.

To man are committed the destinies of the world. Through his
agency it is to be emancipated frorr{vice, passion and sensuality:“,- Slowly
but surely he is solving the problem of the attainment of fn'?:‘tion!ess
social conditions; gradually he is making Ghe higher develoPmeng)fan
object of laudable ambition and{worthy of industrious striving.; Minds
have become restless and clamorous for@glj_;_al food ; the stronger appe-
tite has changed its seat from the stomach to the brain-cdvity. Men are
now being convinced that through their intellects their salvation from
ﬂeshlﬁidolatries is to be wrought. _ The desire for learning has become
irrepressible ; and so, educationfis madé)a passion which forgets food and
drink and raiment, everything but mind-perfection and pursuit of knowl-
edge. By degrees thefuniverse) is growing nobler and the decrease of
evil is compensated fof-by the influx of new intellectual power. The
better part of mankind is regenerating the world and wherever a man of
thought appears, there sensual pleasure and wanton desire find an ener-

getic and uncompromising combatant. Long, lor_léhas the advocate of
intellectual livir@as the highest mode Of earthly existence labored for
Teécognition and converts. Men of every age have reviled and scoffed at
this seeming fanatic, who would have them derive their enjoyments from
the training and exercise of their brains. Nevertheless the spirit which
animated him lived on, denouncing the frivolous pursuit of materia]
wealth and the vanities of life%the sactifice of mind and immortalit;j
e

The future has partially unfolded the realization of his fondest dreams

and prophecies. To-day his doctrines are embraced and reverently fol-
lowed by the men who regulate the affairs of the world. The scholar,
the student now have an acknowledged superiority. Brains and intellect
are the insignia of power, the avenue through which all things must pass
to become current and useful. In short, we have been metamorphosed
into a race of thinkers, and he who is nota thought-producer is debarred
from our social communion. And further, mental progress has brought
in its train as a natural consequence, social progress. {Society, the state,
the individual have experienced the beneficent results f this intellectual
interference with their affairs and so are moved to charter colleges, estab-
lish schools and fill them with youths of impressionable minds, ) Educa.
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tion almost everywhere receives @ and through its manifold
influences we @ elevate life into a pobler and happier sphere. Educa-
tion is the means; culture, the end. _
The function of the intellect is with careful discrimination to appro-
priate and assimilate knowledge, refining and reproducing it in other
forms. However, our stupidity ot;perhaps, our proverbial perverseness
has somewhat warped the~punctil] bedience due this law. The mind

" has been divorced from itxpredestined® office and is transformed into 2

mere ungoverned machine or €lseits faculties are constrained to engage
in ignoble and nefarious occupations. Thus the brains of qp@“"ai‘é
simply absorberfts and their contents depend wholly upon the conditions
of their existences. Some convert them into garrets, storing them with
rubbish and useless, lamed furniture ; others into museums of antiquity,
receptacles for ideas long-forgotten and passed out of current circulation.
The mind is active and athletic, endowed with latent vigor. Its health
is regulated by its food and unless there be a proper selection, intellec-
\tual distemper and mental debility arise. Too strong fare is as injurious
f;- 3s too weak. 'The mental nourishment must also possess the virtue of
" variety. For the same diet makes a man a mere echo; his conversation
hecomes a\rigmaro}e; his life, a monotonous repetition. He who covets
brain-power must care more for his intellectual health than for the regu-

,/
% ar action of his digestive apparatus} his mind should be the object of
' nore sohicitude his stomach.
n ‘Q':t/”f ore Sohc an his stomac

The scheme of culture 1s the acquirement of mental symmetry, of uni-
formity of the divers powers of the intellect. It essays neither to exag-
gerate nor to neglect. It is the product of carefully directed study and

_selective education, requiring a generosity toward some thoughts and
‘ideas and revulsion toward others. Judicious care and prudent choice
' j}must ever guide the true student so that his stock of knowledge may_be
“ an harmonious compomdMﬁE&ﬁf&&'ﬁ fﬂé@ﬁiﬁg an
“noble only. Al Gecupants that breed antagonism are interlopers and
their-admission into the thought-chambers necessitated an abrogation of
_the laws of intellectual h_vggg_; Consequently omnivorous readers and
book-worms never attain culture. They violate its fundamental princi-
ple. It is this exercise of the powers of selection that magnifies the
capacity of intellect, enlarges its scope and puts within reach workable
material to be smelted, refined and moulded into such forms as personal
desire suggests. By psychological processes it is made our own but not

until we have stamped each fact with our indiv
to the world.

war with the spirit of culture. € man who devotes- his energies to
making his brain 2 mere repository for facts and who is incapable of
deducing new ideas and fresh thought from them, is worth no ‘more to

the world than the space he fertilizes when his body re:combines with
earth. We need no compendiums of facts bound in flesh and blood .
our book-shelves hold encyclopedias. Culture is synonomous with broad-.__

transplantations they found a new vigor and additional hardiness, ‘If is
not pilfering to take these slips and re-plant them in our own soil, granting
- them a change of climate and, perhaps, conditions for more efficient
growth. Facts are but seedlings of thought and he, who by assiduous
attention and diligent cultivation gives them life and beauty and utility,
merits the credit for their higher development and more lovely exist- .~ *
ence. Every thought has an expresser as well as an author ahd"rthey( "
are, by no means, necesg_anl_l,i‘i\entical;s. ITruth is eve eTe apparent..

W iy - /
———but extremely few have genius suthicient to

when it is uttered, each soul still holds it fré€ and asserts his right to .
make it his benefit and use. R
Culture is diametrically opposed to a rigid specialism. The sphereof = = = .

knowledge is incomprehensible ; so vast, indeed, that one "brain is able to '
contain but little of the existent I'earning. Hence, in order to obviate

scattered and diffuse intelligence, to prevent a smattering acqué.intatibe_

with knowable things, the tendency of the present is to limit one's -
energles to research upon a single line. It is justifiable, its devdi:éés -

claim, because time is wasted, mental vitality is dissipated and” the?a’..'gé a

is none the wiser if persons ramble instead of concentrating their efforts

on a particular branch of study. The theory is fairly good but the;'vprac'- o

tice is abominable. When a man barters his soul to this dogma, unfor-
“tunately, he sells himself without reserve. Even in his own intellectual
pasture-ground he is tethered by a very short rope and beyond-the con- .

fines of his allotted territory he is unacquainted and can do naught else

but play the part of an ignoramus. Like Dr. Holmes' paturalist, who

first studied Nature, then animals, later insects, and finally spent a life-

time in investigating the habits of a solitary species of beetle, he sneers



at hberahsm of thought broadness of culture and i slté'ptlcal thh' 8
respect to the i 1mportance of subjects otside of his own ever-cont:racung ¢

circle. Such an abject creature doés 1ot possess even: ‘common-sénse,

‘which, in truth, is infant culture, intuitional education. . He who i§ sus= . -
ceptible -of the contagion of- specaahsm i5 - mcapacxtated for afiy. other -
duties and by cloistering: himself ﬂnmtungly blesses the world and‘ fréés :

men from undesired a.ssomatlon Wlth hnn Hls constxtutlon ]S not sub— -

missive to culture. -
dry and parched that future germmanonand reproductlon are zmp

He is a man of one idea and this he contihually lnﬂates, hopmg to -
evolve a new fact, B]owmg soap—bubbles makes them larger n- 51ze but S

never alters their composmon '

The human mind bas a certain capac:ty for knowledge It isa ﬁne‘
piece of wisdom for the young soul to keep pourliig into it carefully wm-'_' .
nowed thoughts, whose prime quahﬁcatlon 1s future usefulness, until the :
brain is more than full of précious stréams of ideas ; then the soul's ple- .
thoric condition will command an overflow of an§ surplus “He who'is e
anxious to communicate knowledge barely for the sake of -display shows ~
plainly the shallowness of his mental acquu'ement the ankle-depth of his.

" soul-nature. Heisa plane surface and Ius mtellectual compass 1s easy T

to calculate.

esting at the first view, but completely devo1d of attracuveness to him+ _
who happens to be a second timea. spectator He never 1ntroduces hew L
scenes to entice future \us1ts, but each exammatmn evinges the ent1re :
length and breadth of his resources. ' Much ra.ther to be: pref'en‘ed isthe _
' kaleidoscopic man whose thoughts may be spa.rse yet each exh:bltmn of o

they almost assume the appea.rance of new aud ongmal 1deas Howet.rer,":i
neither of these characters is cultured.: The powers of - creanng ideas " -
and of fecundating latencies of thought a.nd feelmg a.re the essentmls of?

the broadly educated man.

The beginning of wisdom i isa conscmusness ofi lgnorance, of mtellectual-'
poverty. Simultaneously love of, truth and ‘desire for mental i 1mprove— -
ment spring up, which lead the asptnng mind to- the trie “résérvoirs of -

knowledge. "The educational forces of the world, past_and preseiit; -are

bound up in its books and- the: mtlmate relanonsth of literatite and el o
ture naturally calls forth an inquity into theéir miitual sympathxes Litera- .
ture is the warp;. culture, the” woof They completely mterlace one .

5

a.nother, the qua.hty of éach ma.tenally determiring the cha.racter of the -
~ fabric.  The web they. foridi is the Highest . mode of existence-the world
 knows; the broad, liberal intellectual life of the authof. or' the. patron-of .-
o books and learmng 'I‘hey are mdlssolubly umted thera.ture cannot e

Culture is the result of o
hterary culnvatlon In books is. reposed the world’s accui’:uulatlon of

- "Iea.rnmg from Creation’s time until to»day, they- comprise : and represent'-'
- “to-ds the intellectual beaiity of -all ‘ages.  Literature is the’ 1mpenshable :
b ‘récord of mmd-power the émbalmmest of culture for éternal good and.
L _gmdance The literature of gach epoch is the hlgh-wa.ter mark of its
_c1v1hzatlon for, peace “of war, prospenty or calamity, rehglous atten-
. tiveness or the preva.lence of atheisin wonderﬁﬂly aﬂ'ect the merlt of F
" .. books produced and rad1cally ritlé the trends of thought. ~ And so, with *
_ individuals the’ geuume chatacter of - their lives i is reflééted in ‘their hter-_ _
" ary achievements;. ~We know. ShakesPeares riind, -his. secrét - thoughts
. “his hlghest acuvmes We do not care to know his- externa.htles, but
P seek acqua.mta.nce rather w1th 'h i inmost nature, hls 1mmortahty, whlch '

The story of hls educa.-,

..--tIOD and penods of mtellectua.l stnvmg would show its: method abso-

o late dependence upon past performance and upon Nature. Past per-
_};forma.nce is litetatte ; Nature, his 1nd1v1duahty, or better hls personal'
_ power in interpreting Hier manifestations. s

L1terature is seed- thought for future generatlons It represents the

_":best 1ntellectua.hty of the grandest men who have ever hved One Cen-

: ém the events of to-da.y The Present receives its unpetus to thought
from the 1deas of the Past And thus htera.tnre, conta.mmg the exper-

j"‘-'_.ways of the world When all s men are taught to love books and to thmk o
- in short, to be ranonal bemgs, then will the sta.te and socxety be rid of -
: Jeopa.rdmng mﬂuences and gross 1mmoraht1es The student of hterature :

| ‘ schola.r sa.cnﬁced to ensla.wng passmn a.nd seusual desn‘e The hope of




the world is enveloped in present andnforthcommg 11teratures They ha.ve f
an unmistakable poténcy, as. this literary elenient of our life meastires-the o
pohtlcalT prosperity, the moral statis and the intellectfial power of the -

universe. Thus it re-asserts itself 4§ the symbol of culture. As watef by

mere contact w1th the mxll-wheel “moves mrghty shafts and pulleys, 80 -

mental machinery of all who bt allow the 1nﬂuence of its current to. . -
touch them dlrectly Ideas, thbughts, oplnlons, all ongmal will” spnng.: e

up spontaneously and the faculty of discovering the.truths: and umtles of
Nature, of explaining her phenomena. will be addedunto thein..

Culture does not insinuate itself Gpon us. It miist be sought and -

dearly bought. Its deep attractweness, its mehoratlng influénces make

it the wltimatum of worldly attainment. The privileges it confers; the .

peace and happmess it gives, the full exercise of well-balanced faculties =
it encourages, make it the glory of the scholat, the blissfil fealization of =~
the student’s hopes. The world has been"'pres\ér'irat:ive of her standards of .

culture. Such brains as thought -well and accomphshed somewhat of

good survive and:are: perpetuated by the impattial judgment of centiities. -
No.cempositions -of passing glory OF: ephemeral famé have ‘beéen trans-

mitted.”. Books miust béar-ai. mward testrmony of. everlastmg usefulness ..~

or.¢lse be discarded and-forgotten: - Time: makes 1o fhistakes. In spite -

of the varying trends of thmkmg, the changmg vieWws of the ‘true obgect"

of life, and the advauce of enhghtenment some: works of hterary art” _
have stood the-test of widely dlﬁ"erent opinions: and met the dernands of . - -

the world in opposrte phases.  The pure, thé celestlal ‘natures of . many

ideal, cultured men stillhave. existerice and continte to dlssermnate their - -
irresistible mcentwes to miental elevatlon and to: redeem the minds of

men from - sensual employments ‘and enervatmg pursmts “They. Stllll_._._.
sway power and as long as hterature is’ known t’neir 1mrnortal mtellects' '

universe. Their undymg t“ame 1s. the rcsult of therr culture, and 1h- the

embodied culture théy have given us, _they have founded: fountams of

benevolent influences: whose pure, inrestrained ﬂowmgs spread out and .
whomsoever. they touch becomes chaste, devoid of base deslres and. -

carnal longings. If we could-trace the growth of cultuté from its

beginnings and followit through all its ramlﬁcatlons, we would: ﬁnd 6o - -

doubt, its essence déep-rooted in these master-mmds, whose entrre hves
were.spent in perfecnng 1ts outward expressmn or llterature

il e P e :

Commumon with. hterature i$ the ‘most efﬁcrent method of *culture
He whowould ‘coiirt this hlgher, 1ntellectual 1ifé -must . study llterature; -
a.nd mth an earnest energy and engaged eye examme'the world’s hterary S

- permeated with the edlfymg Tays ‘of each bnght ornament Here is- the' |

everlasting, undeﬁlable wealth of the tniverse. Not the pr0perty of ‘a’.

__-fa.vored few, but scattered. broadcast with'a. profuseness almost verging . S
| “upon prod1gahty, it becontes an alimoner to the destltute of knowledge,
phy51c1an to the mentally weak’ and rmsdlrected S

- Calture i is Tiot a senstious aesthetxcxsm It presupposes morahty An

5 ethical purposé is the first ground for a book’s existence and the primary
feason fot' intelléctual” a.splranon The find- and heart are lmked to- v
- gether a.nd are. comrades—m-a.rms m the battle a.gamst v1ce and sensual- L
B monlous conceptlons of the Dlvme Sprnt and” a.b0ve a.l] a deep, S

unswervmg faith in the rellglon of love ever charactenze the true man

. of culture. He sees-the . otigin “of things and assighs God 4s the pre- “
. -eminent. cause of every d:lsplay of - Na.ture of thé présence of every exists
B .lng ‘object. " Unselﬁsh and sympathetlc, he makes it _his misssion to -

drive away the mists of rgnorance and - low, - pollunng Tiists; which"

et Vbeleaguer the masses; and to lift ‘man fo his propet éstate. Cult:ure, S
S cornba.nng carnal appetltes overthrowmg prejudrce, drsmanthngfalse and
“vicious' 1deas, i the van of the beneﬁcent forces. at’ work in the world T
_' Dlspa.ragmg the mean and corrupt ehmmatrng all whatmg mﬂuences, it
. -constantly aims to refine and ennoblé. Asa sunbeam “glancing into a -
o darkened TOOMm. dlscloses countless motes in-the au‘, o) cultur"’e feveals to :
_ man his many mﬁrmmes, ahd bemdes,not content with revélation, it pro-= o
vides an rnfalhble cure for all Weaknesses by 1nc1tement 10 hlgher efforts L
_ and more Iastlng usefulness The 51gns ‘of the timies' mchcate the: nght- IR
- fal recogmhon and due supremacy of culture. - Ote by one ‘the bonds | |
-~ which hold the world to an ignominious tbralldom are being snapped .
- asunder and man is’ émerging into that pure air where the attainment of
- full intellectual stature is possrble The higher we go the nearer we are
" to God:  The age of redemptron Is come. The sky is o'ercast and |
. Clouds of promlse, contmually bemg re-enforced sklrt the honzon, ga.th--

- qmty has losg oppressed the people but now the ea.rth is to be cleansed -
.'and refreshed and the. atmosphere punﬁed. Under ‘this. revmf}nng ine -









