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THATELEGTIONLAW.

AN ILLINGIS REPUBLICAN DISCOHERS
GRAVE ERRORS INIT.

Congress Should Make the Nailonal Elee
tHon Law Apply to All
Abke - Mo Optional Law

Wil FI the BN

Sectluna

Crvcaco, L Moy 13, 40

To the Hon. Tuosas B Heep,
Speaker of the House of Hepresentatives

Whashinghton, D (0
Deaw min —1 assume the Jiberty, us an
Ammericau eitizen, 1o adidress you this Jetter
upoen a subject which is being discussed by
the Amerjcan people. Aud if all reports
wre lrue, is determieed to tuke
action vpon this alt fmportunt question, io

passing a National Election Luw
I addresy you as un humble voter, and as
an Afro American civizen, because | love
my country sod amn ready to sacrifice my
life for its protection, sithough my country
doo't care anyibing sboul me, because Lhe
Almighty to suit himself, made me colored.
I nddress you, as an iondividual, but feel
that I am speaking fo the interest of at
least nine million American citizens. We
owe the United States alleginpce and it
The American consti-
But te

COnpress

owes us protection,

tution knows no race and no color.
i the poiot:

If [ am not misinformed, and ] don't
thiok I am, the penate and the House
have agreed upona hill, which the framers
think will pass both Houses. And if it
passes both douses, it {e presumed that
Mr, Hurrison will aprove ft. This bill is

known as a bill to regulate Congressioral
Elections io the various stales of which the
American Union is composed,

It seemes 10 me fen thous tnd tines better
for the class of voters this bill is intended
tu protect, that the Republican party let
lhe whole matter rest just as it is, and
where it is.

I suppose you are wellaware that ata
very low eslimate, /e [fendred nd Fity
Fhousend ologd .L’«uu-’:f_ww"su bave bewes
gucriiced for voting the Ke pubiicao ticket
since 18%6. ] cuppose ¥y are also aware
that in the Iast Coogrer-ional Election io
the Third District of Louisiana, Mioor ¢«
Price, 1hat there were Thiree Huodred aed
twenly-ive colored Republicans wmurder-
ed, whipped and ruo away froam their
homes, and &1 beeause the white “*Regu-
lators” knew these Republicans would
vole for Me. Minor, and that these men ex-
ercised cousiderable infiuence smong other
Republicans. These **Regulators” would
tuke a town ke Thibodeaux, La Fayette
or Fouma, Louisiapna, and pick out every
intelligent colored IRlepublican, put their
pames on 8 hst and give them just so many
| hours toleave tbeirhomes.  And for what?

Simply because these men would vote the

Republican ticket und advise other colored

men io o the same, From the shape of

this National Election Bill now, it seemes

that it is designed to bLe optional, that is,

upon the petition of Fitty Voters, the Unit

eql States Circuit 'udge shall appoint cup

ervisors 10 oversee the Congresatonal Elect-
i fons in any  district where the said Fifty
Voters thnnk that a fair election cannot be
had,  Well, it caneot be bad anywhere in
the South, aud it cavpot be had o a large
number of big cities in the Norih,

But I thiok, and [ know the colored
Republicans feel in the South that enough
blood has been sbed, that too many lives
have alrendy been offered up, for voting
the way ope thinks best in the South, with
ibe Hepublican House. Senate, aod Presi-
deut makiog another ¢ulles for colored
Republicana in the South. Will Congress
buy the cofliius? Wil the Presideni make
the fuperal arrapgemeonts? And witl all the
members— Republicans—atiend the funeral
of the victime which this bill will bring
out in the South? Will the Uslted
[ Sintes pensioo the families of these men,
who will be murdered for signing a  petl-
tion for federnl Supervisors for 4 ("Hogres.
slopal Election?  Weli, they have not heen
doing 8o, and T am reasonably certain they
will not do o,

The idea of an optional Election Law is
pimply plaoning a scheme to murder color-
e Repuslican voters in Lonisiavs, South
Carcling,  North Catolina, Mississippi,
Georgia, Alabama, Texas, Tennescee, Ken
tucky and Virginin and other Southern
States.

The Republican party hiave been s party
to the politieal murderers sinee [HEG and
ponw ey mem determined 1o ereate noma
chine by which it ean b alone faster, na
fust ar balls can be thred from s Gatiing
gun worked Dy wn o-:[wrivn(‘rd apeTator,

The South has had  twenty four veara
practice at killing colored Republicang o !
now the Republican House, Seonte |
Prestdent want fo give the whis L I
the Seuth aomachine by which they eun o
the work much better then they have been
or are now doing §U [T reems as if oor
Repubtenn friends are following the nd
vica of the New Orlenna Times, Premocrat,
which ruggests that the calored  people be
kitled our like American Indians huve
been  There is only one wWay 1o énacta
Nattonal Flectton [aw, and  that is to
make At cougndeary amd let the wnthority
which ahnli be created to appoint the sup
ervisore be at Washington and not among

these  while Hoers  aod mwarderers du o the
Buuth,

Lt the Law apply 1o all sections alike
Let it be the sne 0 Loudstana as 1o Yer
mont and don't bave noy discrimdostion,
we huve too iwuch diserimiuation bere o
the Uniion now JYou snd every Hepublican
embor of Congress amd the ”’lt“i‘li_‘[ll urnl
The Mneriean people must Tealize the fact
that 11 18 better o punish one buodred fo
tosent men than to let one guilty  man e
cape, ke ooe bud apple aud place itioa
barrel of sound oacs and iU will spoil every
goud one.  So will the South, if letaloae,
CUrrypit every American Diale,

So, if Congress  desizes 1o save itgelf,
ft must protect ieelf from corraption,
otherwise it will be its own desteoyer and
the world will laugh st his down fall.

There is no use 1o be weak kneed about
this compulsory  Election Law, with the
cry of the South about Africnuizing the
South, we don't want the  South Afriean
ized, nor we don’t want the South Caucas-
lanized, we don’t want the wihite south
to rule uoless they wre o the majority, nor
do wue want the Bluck South to rule upless
they are tn u mnjority.  What we want is
n government ot the people, not of the
white people for the white people snd Ly
the white people, because that will be e
{rary to the foe under which we Awerican
peopte live. The Amencen constitulion
&nows no race und no color,

Mr. Speaker, 1 think you oullined the
only course for the Hepublican party to
take, in your speech at Pittsburgh. ves, cut
loose from the state elections aml they will
socn fa'l out smong themselves, and when
theives fall out, just men nlways get Lheir
dues.

Doa’t enact an optional election law un-
less you mean to commit murder.

D}ea't bew parly to the committal
nurder hecause God will find yon out,

Dont help to make a machioe to murder
otber men unless they have conspired to
take your life.

Don't be a party to the committal
sin because it will find youout.

Don t be & party tlo any scheme 1o op
pose others because some day  they will
turn 1he tables on you. History states
this from the fouadation of the world, and
why ghould it be otherwise in our case.

Don't wllow sourself aod friends 1o he
buildozed into epacting an optional law.
because it means nothiog more nor nothioy
less thaa murider for colored Republicans in
the Scuth. | am a Soutbern man by birth,
and a Union man by pature. 1 love fair
play and love my race, ot at least the ratve’
1 am assigned 1o, my father being a white
man aod my mother a colored Womao.
T Lave in the lat fur = srethis 00 e
large number of Southern states and made
over five huodred persenul investigations
about the murdering of colored people, and
I find the truthful stories told by the vi:.
tims themselves 1o be simply this, if they
vote the Republican ticket, all wrong.
But if they don't vote either tickes, why
they nre staves. If they content them:
selves us laborera in the cotton, sugar and
rice Belds, and do &l} the menial labor for
the South—white South,—they are all
right and good “'niggers” Lut just as soon
as they aspire to anytbing Civil or Polhi-
cal, why 1hey hecome bad ‘‘niggers” snd
must be removed,

If the Republican majority pass s Na-
tional hill Edection Law et it be compul-
sorv ard not optionally,

Kindly haad this  letler to Senator
Qeorge ¥, Hoar, and Representative ltow-
ell of Ilinois.

Trustiog you will grant me the favor of
rerding this letter carefully, I remain

Yours, very truly, a young col-
ored Republican of Lllinois.
W, M. Caldwell
2058 Dearbore 8t., Chicago, Il
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What Howard Says.

New York Iresso—Good for the colored
brother.  As is generally known the Har
vard orator for the yesr isa colored man,
and now it seems that in the anpual compe-

tition, in Harvard. for declamatica prizes,
the firsl was won by a younng colored man
named Dubots.  We congratulate him and
his fetlows that he i3 a4 student in a college
where sguare desling and fair ireatment
are on top.

What will our South Carolina Episcopal
frien:ls div when they get to besnven?  As.
suming that A Christian colored man wilt
be as welcome at the pearly gate as the
moat  distingwsbed  descendant of & Jong
haired South Caroling family, bow will
they manage their e differences in the
heavenly chidr? There must be harmony
there, you know,

DNemocratle Inconuietener .

futvr Oeaam: — A Southern Tlemoeratic
contermpornry thinkaa Negro «ill have to
he conspletous to be connted in the censns
this year 7 Il Southern Iemacrats were
s anxions to eonnt the colored man’s vote
ns they are to have him enrolled in the
censns there wonht be less complabnt
They want him enrolled i the cenans to
give the while man power, aml they pre
went hiv voting Tor the sume tenson,

e -

Hraveary Commapde reapact
weaw York  Teibea—A 0 Missfasipnt
negea has hiad  the courage to fire
into o malbh of  whiternps who werne

! heot on burning him (o deaih in his house,
Pand the bt part of iU da thint e olled one

af his tormenmora amd wonnded  twio or
three others Hia Lrase actton wlll pro
bably cost him bl life, sooner or later, but
in the meantime he enjove the spmpathy
even of some of his white nelghbos
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