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Liadies and Gentlemen, Friends and Fellow
Citizens: As I rise on this stage the past
comes back to me, Thirteen years ago—it
seems so far and yet 8o near—thirteen years
ago, wheu I was halt of speech, when to face
an audience, it seemed to me, required as
much courage as it would to face a battery—
I stoed on this platform to speak my first
word in the cause for which I staand now. I
stood on this platform to see, instead of the
audience that greets me to-night, a beggarly
array of empty benches, It is & long time.
Meany times, in this country and in the dear
old worid, I bava stood before far greater
audiences than this; I bave been greeted by
thousands who never saw me before, as
they would greet a friend long known and
well loved; but I don’t think it ever gave me
such pleasure to stand before an audience as
it does here to-night. (Applause.) Foryears
and yearsI have been promising mvrell to
come back to Ban Francisco. I have ¢rossed
the Atlantic five times before I could fulfill
that desire. Iam here now togo in a few
days to the antipodes; perhaps I may never
return—who knows? If 1 live I shall try to.
But S8an Francisco, though I never again can
be a citizen of California—though my path in
life seems away so far that California seems
but a ridge on the horizon—my heart has al-
waysturned,and always will turn, to the home
of mv youth, to the city in which I grew up,
to the city in which I have found so many
warm friends—to the country in which I
married, and in which my children were
boro. Always it will seem to me home; and
it is sweet to the man long absent to be wel-
comed horne, (Applause.} Ave, and yon
men, old friends tried and true—you men
who ralli~d in the early times to our move-
ment, when we could count each other almost
upon one’s fingers—I come back te you to
say that at last our triumph is but a matter
of time. (Applause.) To say that never in
the history of thought has & movement come
forward so fast and so well.

Ten years agn when I left, I was anything
but hopeful; ten years ago I would not have
cdared to say that in any timme to whichI
o ight live, we should see the beginning of
this great struggle. Nor haveI cared. My
part (and I think I can speak for every man
who is enlisted in this movement)—my part
has never been to predict resulte. Our feel-
ing is the feeling of the great stoic emperor,
*that is the business of Jupiter; not ours.”
Ours to do the work as we may; ours to plant
the seed which is to give the resuits. But
now, 80 well forward is this cause, s0 many
strong advocates has it in every land, so far

has it won its way, that now it mukes no
difference who lives or who dies, who goes
forward or who hangs back. Now the cur-
rents of the time are setting in our favor.
At last—at last we can say with certainty
that it will only be = little while before all
vver the English speaking world, and then,
not long after, over the rest of the civilized
world, the great truth will be acknowledged
that no human child cormes into this world
without coming into his equal right to all.

I am talking to-night to my friends; I am
talking to-night to those who are as earnest
and well informed in this cause as I am; but
I am also probably talking to many who have
but vague ideas eoncerning it. Let m:, since
I am in San Francisco, speak of the genesis of
my own thought. I came out here at an
early age, and knew nothing whatever of
political economy. I had never thought upon
any social problem. The first time I ever
re~ollect talking on such a subject was one
day, when I was about eighteen, after I bad
first come to this country, sitting on the deck
of a topsail schooner with a lot of miners
on the way to the Frazer river; and we got
talking about tbe Chinese, and I ventured to
say—ventured to ask what harm the Chinese
were doing here, if, as these miners said,

| they were only workiug the cheap diggings?

And one old miner turned to me, and said,
“No barm now; but it will not be always
that wages are as high as they are to-day in
California. As the country grows, as people
coree in, wages will go down, and some day
or other white men will be glad to get these
diggings that the Chinamen are now work-
ing.” And I will remember how it impressed
me, the idea that as the country grew in all .
that we are hoping that it might grow, the
condition of those who had to work for their
Jiving must grow, not better, but worse. And
I remember, after having come down from
the country, sitting one Christmas eve in the
gallery of the old American theater—among
the gods (laughter and applause), when a new
drop curtain fell, and we all sprang to our
feet, for on that curtain was painted what
was then a dream of the far future, the
overland train coming into SBan Francisco;
and after we had shouted ourseives hoarse,
I began to think what good is it going to be
to men like m+? those who bave nothing but
their labort I saw that thought grow and
grow; we were all—allof us, rick and poor—
hoping for the development of California,
proud of her future greatness, looking for-
ward to the time when San Francisco was to
be one of the great capitals of the world;
looking forward to the time when this great
empire of the west was to count her popula-
tion by millions, and underneath it all came
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to me shat that miner told. What about the
masses of the people?

When, after growing up here, I went
across the contineat, before the continental
railway was completed, and in the streets
of New York for the first time realized the
contrasts of wealth and want that are to be
found in . great city; saw those sights that,
to the mwun who cowes from the west, affright
and appall, the problem grewupon me. I
said to myself there must be some reason for
this; there must be some remedy for this,
and I will not rest until I bave found the one
and discovered the other. (Applause.) At
last it came clear as the stars of a bright
midnight. I saw what was the cause; I saw
what was the cure., I saw nothing that was
new. Truth is never new,

When I lectured for the first time in Ox-
ford, a professor of political economy in that
great upiversity met and opoosed me, and
he said, “I have read Mr. George’s book
{rom one end to the other; what I have to
say is this: there is nothing in it both new
and true; what is true is not new, and
what is new is not true.” I answered
him, I accept your statement; it is a correct
criticism; social truth never is, never can be
new; and the truth for which we stand is an
old truth; a truth seen by men everywhere,
recognized by the first perceptions of all
men; only overclouded, only obscured in our
modern times by force and frand. (Ap-
planse.) Boit is I notice that one of our
papers gives to me the character of an
avostle and speaks of my comrades as my
disciples. (Laughter.} It is notso. I have
done no more to any man than point out
God’s stars. They were there for him to rer.
Millions and millions of years have seen them
rrecisely as I saw them; every man may see
them who will look.

‘When I first went to Ireland I got a note
from the mo:t venerable of the Irish bishops,
Dr. Dougan, bishop of Waterford, asking me
%~ come and have a private talkk with him. I
went, and the old man—white haired, ruddv
cbeeked, like Willegis, Wagner’s son—the
man who under the mitre of the bishop stil]
keeps the fresh true heart of the Irish peas-
ant—commenced, with the privilege of age,
catechizing me. He said: “What is this new
doctrine that your name is associated with?
Y- usay that all men have equal rights to
land; but all men can’t use land; how do you
propose to divide upf Ard then he went on
from one question to another. bringing aill
the staff argoments, all the objections that
spring up in the minds of men, just as they
probably sprung up in the minds of many who
are here—just as they spring up in the mind
of any man—all the objections that are so
current; acd I answered them all. Finally
rising, without saying anything, the old man
stretched out his hand. *“God bless you, my
son {(applanse); I have asked you to come
here and answer mv questions, because I
wanted to seeif you could defend your faith.
Go on Go on. What you say to me is
nothing new; it is the old truth that through
persecution and against foree, though trod-
den down, our people have always held
‘What you say is not new to me When a
little boy, sitting by the peat fAire in the west

of Ireland, I have heard the same truths
from the lips of men who ocould not speakn
word of English. Go on; the time has come;
I, an old man, tell you that there is no earth-
ly power that can stop this movement.” (Ap-
plause.)} And the years have shown that the
venerable bishop was right. .

What 18 the cause of this dark shadow that
seems fo accompany modern civilization—of
this existence of bitter want in the very cen~
ters of life—of the failure of =2ll our modern
advances—of all the wonderful discoveries
and inventions that have made this wonder-
ful nineteenth century, now drawing to a
olose, so prominent among all the centuries?
What is the reason, that as we add to pro-
ductive power—tbat i<, inventicn after in-
vention—multiplying bv the hundred-foid
and the thousand-fold the power of human
hands to supply human wants? That all over
the civilized world, and especially in this
great country, that pauperism is increasing,
and insanity is increasing, and criminality is
increasing; that marriages are decreasing;
that the struggle for existence seems not less,
but more and more intense-—what is the rea-
s nf There must be but one of two answers.
Either it is in accordance with the will of
God, either it is the result of natural law, or
it is because of our ignorance and selfishness
of our faith that we evade the natural law.
We point to the one sufficient oause, wher-
ever thesa phenomens, are to be seen there,
that the natural element on which and from
which all men must live, if they are to live
at all, is the property, not of the whole peo-
ple, but of the few. We point to the ade-
quate cure: the restoration to all men of
their natural rights in the soil—the assurance
to every child, as it comes into the world, of
the enjoyment of its natural heritage—the
right to live, the right to work, the right to
ernjoy the fruits of ita work; rights necessar-
ily conditioned upon the equal right to that
element which is the basis of production;
that element which is indispeuaable to human
life; that element which is the standing place,
the storehouse, the reservoir of mern; that
element from wihech all that is physical in
man is drawn. For our bodies, thewselves,
they come from the land, and to the land
they return agaio; we, ourselves, are as
much chi.dren of the soil as are the flowers
or the trees. (Applausze.)

We call ourselves to-day single tax men,
It is only recently, within a few years, that
we bave adopted thas title. 1t is not a new
title; over a hundred years ago there arose
in France a school of philosophers and pa-
triots—Quesnay, Turgot, Condoreet, Dupont—
the most iliustrious men of their time, who
advocated, as the cure for all social ills, the
impot unique, the single tax.

‘We here, on this western continent, as the
nineteenth century draws to a close, have
revived the same name, and we find enor-
mous advantages in it.

We used to be confronted coustantly by
the question: ““Well, after you have divided
the land up, how do you propose to keep it
divided P We don’t meet that question now.
The single tax has, at least, this great merit:
it suggests oanr method; it shows the wav we
would travel—the simple way of abolishing
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all taxes, save oce taX upon land values.
Now mark, one tax upon land values, We
d> not propose a tax upon land, as people
who misapprehend us constantly sav. We
do not, propose a tax upon land; we propose
& tax upon land values, or whatin the ter-
minology of political ecobomy is termed
rent; that is to say, the value whioh attaches
to land irrespective of any improvements in
or on it; that value which attaches to Jand,
not by reason of anything that the user or
improver of land does—not by reason of any
individual exertion of labor, but by reason
of the growth and improvement of the com-
munity, A tax that will take up what John

tuart Mill called the unearned increment;
that is to say, that increment of wealth
which comes to the owrer cf land, not as
s user; that comes whether he ba a resident
or an absentee; whethber he be engaged in
the active business of life; whether he be an
idiot and whether he be a child; that growth
of value that we have seen in our own times
so astonishingly great in this city; that has
made sand lots, [ying in the same couvdi-
tion that they were thousands of years
ago, worth enormous sums, without any one
putting any exertion of labor or any ex-
penditure of oapital upon them. Now, the
distinction between atax on land and a tax
on land values may at first seem an idle one,
but it is a most important one. A taxon
land—that is to say, a tax upon all Jand—
would ultimately become a condition to the
useof land; would therefore fall upon labor,
would increuse prices, and be borne by the
general community. But a tax on land
values cannot fall on all land, because all
land is not of value; it can only fall on val-
uable land, and on vaiuable land in propor-
tion to its value; therefore, it can no more
become a tax on labor than can a tax upon
income “or a tax upon the vailune of special
privileges of any kind. It can merely take
from the individual, net the earnings of the
individual, but that premium which, as so-
ciety grows and improves, attaches to the
use of land of superior quality:

Now see, take it in lts lowest aspect—take
it as & mere fiscal change, and see how in ac¢-
cord with every dictate of expediency, with
every principle of justice, is the single tax.
We bhave invented and invented, improved
and improved, yet the great fact is, that to-
day we bave not wealth epough. Thereare
in the United Btates some few men richer
than it is wholesome for men to be. (Ap-
plause). But the great masses of cur people
are not rich as civilized Americans at the
close of the nineteenth century ought to be.
{(Applause). The great mass of our people
only mabnage by hard work to live, The
greast'mass of our people don’t get the com-
forts, the reflnements, the luxuries thatin
the present age of the world every one
ought to have, All over this country there
is n flerce struggle for existence. Onlyasl
came to the door of this building, a beggar
struck me on the street—a young man; he
said he could not find work. I don’t know,
perhaps he lied. I do know that when a man
once commences upon that course that there
is rapid demoralization. I do know that in-
discriminats charity is apt to injure far more
than it can help; yvet I gave him something

(applause) for I did know that his story
might not be true. .

This is the shore of the Pacifle. This is the
Golden Gate, The westward march of onr
race is terminated by the ocean, which has
the ancient east on its further shcre; no
further can we go. And yet here, in this new
country, in this golden state, there are men
ready to work, anxious to work, and yet
who, for longer or shorter periods, cannot
get the opportunity to work. (Applause.)
The further east you go, the worse it growr,

To the man from Ban Francisco, who has

never realized it before, there are sightsin
New York that are appalling. Cross the
ocean to the greater city—the metropolis of
the civilized world—and there poverty is
deeper and darker yet. What is the reason?
If there were more wealth wanted, why
don’; they get more. We cannot cure this
evil of poverty by dividing up wealth, mon-
strous as are some of the fortunes that have
arisen, and fortunes are concentrating in
this country faster than ever before in
the histrry of the world. But divide
them and still there would not be
enough. But if men want more wealth, why
don't they get more wealth? If we, as peo-
ple, want more wealth (and certainly ninety-
nine out of every hundred Americans do
want more weslth), {applause) why are some
suffering for the opportunities of employ-
ment?! Othersare at work without making &
lving. But ninety-nine out of a hundred
have some legitimate degire that they would
like to gratify. Well, in the first place, if we
want more wealth—if we call that country
prosperous which is inoreasing in wealth—is
it not a piece of stupidity that we should tax
men for producing wealth, (Applause.)

Yet that is what we are doing -to-day.
Bring almost any article of wealth to this
country {roma foreign country, and your are
confronted at once with a tax. Isit not from ~
a common sense standpoint a stupid thing,
if we want more wealth—if the prosperous
country is the country that increases in
weath, why in heaven’s name should we put
up & barrier against the men who want to
bring wealth into this country. (Applause.)
‘We want more dry goods (if you don’t know,
your wives surely will tell you) We want
more clothing; more sugar; more of all
sorts of the good things that are culled
“goods;” and yet by this system of taxation
we virtually put up a high fence around the
country to keep out these very thinge. We
tax that covenient man who brings any goods
into the country.

If wealth be a good thing; if the country be
& prosperous country—that is, necreasing in
wealth—well surely, if we propose to restriet
trade a$ all, the wise thing would be t> put
the taxes on the men who are taking gocds
out of the country, not upon those who are
bringing goods into the country. We single
tax men would sweep away all those bar-
riers. (Applause.) We would try to keep
out smallpox and cholera and vermin and,
plagues. But we would welcome all the
goods that anybody wanted to send us, that
anybody wanted to bring home. We say it
is stupid, if we want more wealth, to pre-
vent people from bringing wealth to the
country. We say, also, that it is just as
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stupid to tax the men who produce weaith
withio the country. (Applause )

Here we say we want more manufactures..
The American people submit to enormous
taxes for the purpose of building up fae-
tor..s; yet when a man builds a factory,
what do we do! Why we come down and
tax him for it. We certainly want more
houses. There are a few people who have
biggzer houses than any one reasonable family
can occupy; but the great mass of the Ameri-
can people are underhoused. There, in the
city of New York, the plight to which all
American cities are tendiog, you will find
that pixty-five per cent of the population are
living two families or more to the single
floor. Yet let a’'man put upa house in any
part of the United Btates, and down comes
the tax gatherer to demand a fine for hav-
ing put up a house.

We say that industry is a good thing, and
that thrift is a good thing; and there are
some people who say that if a man be indus-
trious, and if a man be thrifty, he can easily
aconmulate wealth. Whether that be true
or not, indvstry is certainly a good thing,
and thrift is certainly a good thing, But
what do we do if o maun be industrious? If
he produces weailth enough and by thrift
accumulates wealth at all, down comes the
tax gatherer to demand a part of it. (Ap-
plause,) We say that that is stupid; that we
ought not by our taxes to repress the pro-
duction of wealth; that when a farmer re-
elaims a strip of the desert and turns it into
an orchard and & vineyard, or on the prairie
produces erops and feeds fine cattle, that, s2
far from being taxed and fined for having
done these things, that we ougbt to be glad
that he has done it; that we ought to wel-
come all energy; that no man can produce
wesalth for himself without augmenting the
gemeral stock, without making the whole
country richer.

We impose some taxes for the purpose of
getting rid of things, for the purpose of hav-
ing fewer of the things that we tax. In
most of our counties and states when dogs
become too numerous, there is lmposed a
dog tax to get rid of dogs. Well, we im-
pose & dog tax to get rid of dogs, and why
:should we impose a house tax unless we want
tn get rid of houses. {(Applause.) Why
should we impose a farm tax ucless we want
fewer farms? Why should we tax any man
for having exerted iadustry or energy in the
production of wealth? Tax houses and there
will certainly be fewer houses.

If you go east to the city of Brookiyp, you
may see that demonstrated to the eye. What
first surprised me in the city of churches
was to see long rows of buildings of brown
stone Fouses, two stories in front and three
stories behind; or three stories in front and
four stories behind; and I thought for a mo-
ment what foolish idea ever entered the
braius of those men, to have left out half an
upper story in that way? Ifound ocut by in-
quiring, that it was all on account of the tax.
(Laughter and applause.) In the city of
Brooklyn, the assessor is only supposed to
look in froot (laughter), and so by making
the house in that way, you can get a three
story building bebind with only a two story
front. B>in England, in the old houses, there

yout may see the result of the window tax.
The window tax is in force in France to-day,
and in France there are two bundred thou-
sand houses, according to the  census, that
have no window at all in order to escape
the tax. (Laughter.}

Boif you tax ships there will be fower ships.
What old Ban Franciscan cannot . remember
the day, when in this barbor might be seen
the graceful forms and lofty spars of so
many American ships, the fleetest and best in
the world. (Applause.) I well remember the
day, that no American whe crossed to
Europe, thought of crossing on any other
than an American ship. To-day—to-day, if
you wish to cross the Atlantic, you must
cross on a British steamer, unless . you choose
to cross on a Geerman or French steamer. On
the high seas of the world, the American ship

- is becoming almost as rare as a Chinese junk.

Why? Simply because we bave taxed our
ships out of existence. (Applause.) Thereis
the proof. Tax buildings, and you will have
fewer or poorer buildings; tax farms and you
will have fewer farms and more wilderness;
tax ships, there will be fewer and poorer
ghips; and tax capital, aud there will be less
capital; but you mav tax land values ail you
piease and there will not be a square inch the
less land. (Great applause.) Tax land
values all you please up to the point of taking
the full annual value—up to the point of
making mere ownership in land uatterly uan-

profitable, so that no one will want merely to _

own land—what will be the resuit? Bimply
that land will be the easier had by the user.
(Applauge.) Simply that the land will be-
come valueless to the mere speculator—to
the dog in the manger, who wants merely to
hold and not to use; to the forestailer, who
wants merely to reap where others have
sowt, to gather to himself the products of
labor, without doing labor. Tax land values
and you leave to production its full rewards,
and you open to producers natural oppor-
tunities.

Pake it from any aspect you please, take it
on its political side (and surely that is a side
that we ought to coasider olearly aud plain-
1y), while we boast of our democratic repub-
licanism, democratic republicanism is passing

away. Ineed not say that to you, men of

San PFrancisco—San francisco ruled by a
boss®(great applause); to vou men of Cali-
fornia, where you send to the senate the citi-
zen who dominates the state as no duke could

rule. (Applause.) Look at the corruption

that is tearing the heart out of our institu-
tions; where does it come from? Whence this
demoralization? Largely from our system of
taxation, What does our present system of
taxation do?! Why, it is a -tax upon con-
science, & tax upon truth; a tax upon respeot
to law; it offers a premium for lying and per-
Jury and evasion; it fosters and stimulates
bribery and cerruption, (Applause.)

Go over to Eurcpe; travel around for
awhile among the effete monarchies of the
old world, and what you see will make you
appreciate democracy; then come home. At
length you take a pilot. There is the low
lying land upon the horizon—the land of the
free and the home of the brave—and if you
are entering the port of New York, as-most
Americans do, flually you will see that great

®
‘dhh't ghe. the le.ud yeu fknow that' it is theres

sta.tue, presented by &' citizsn of the- French :

republic. “(Applause.) - “Thestatie of Liberty

iheldmg alolt ;'8 Light, that talks to the worla.
Just as ‘you get to seé that statue clearly, -

leerby enlight,e_mn_g the world; you will be
eglled "down by a cuetom ‘Bouse officer  to

torny inline, men and women, and: to-call oh G

God Almighty, Makér of heaven and earth,

to bear witness that - yeu ‘have neth:ng Quti-
: depth, aud ou such a ssreet, what i< 1tw0rth!

He will tell me ¢losely: - How can hé tell me
“thé. value of thé house that is upon it Not .
-‘w:thout a ¢lose exafinationy still less, how -

able in your tFunks or in-yoor carpet- facks,
or roled up in yoir shawl straps; aid “you
take that oath; the United States of“Aueérice
compels you. to, But the Unit~d States of

America don't leave you there; the verynext ;-ca

-inté '_e.ny clty : wher'_ii ain tota.lly iinao-
Mos, ,t' I E

ne 1éll me, thhoub t.he exammnfdon

thing another official stéps up to demand | of &

your keys and 6> open your'box or package i
and to look through it for things dutiable, |-
unless, 48 ma.y be, his eyés arée stopped ‘bya:

greenba.ck. Well, now, everyone who: bas
made that visit does know that most passen-
gers have things dutfable; and I notice that.

- the proteétionists have them' fully as’ ofteL.

as the free traders. (Applavse.) - I -have
never yet seen & ¢onsistent nFoteationist.

There ‘may bé protectionists who ‘would rot | &

'*tell mé the va!ue of the ve,;-ious thuigs that
the man who-lives iii that; house may owih

Buit lahd—there- itis. You-can put.up'a sim--

ple little' sign on ‘every lot,-or_upon evefy i
‘pléce.of e.gncultura.l 1and; sayimg that this. =~
“tiactisof sucha frobtageaid of suchadepth
'havmg sueh an’ area.. audib belonge $6 such™

nd m a.ssessed a.b 80, much, e.nd :

smuggle when they get a chance; biat I think | von

they must -beé very, very few. G131 nght. o
,'valuetha.b c¢anbe' eerta.med moredeﬁmbely, o

~mMore certmnly f
’stitute that tax for a.ll_ t.he many te.xes t-hat.

threz:gh that - ddily - stream-{rom” the" very:
institution of :laws—down to the very lobby

" that ‘gathers at Washmgbon Wwhen' it -is:pro:

i you

posed b0~ repeal a’ tax, bullying, braggiig; We

stealing to keep that particular taxon the [

American people, ‘SO petrmtlc are- t.hey, very
much mberested in prot-eetmg the poor werk-
mzman. (Applause.)

" See the'private interests tha{: a.re enhsbed
in merely the’ petty evasiods ‘of law’ thet go’

on by passengers; but the gigantic’ smug-._

gling, the under valuatioh frauds of ‘a1l kinds;
the privateintereststbat are enlistéd in clasa,
that enter the pnmar:es, that’ surround ‘our:

natlonal legxslature with lobbymtr. that in |

every. premdenna.l ‘election put their millions
into the corruption fund. Does not the wholée
system reek with fraud and. corruption? - I
it not a. dxscnminatmn aga.mst ‘honesty,
against conscience, & preminm :on evasion
and frand? Come into our states ‘and lookat
their taxes, or look, if you please,by the way,
on the mternal revehue: You remember how,
when it was proposed to abolish that stainp

tax on matches, that was in force during the

war, how the match “combination feught hard
and frught_long against the ‘repe: of that
tax. You remember bow the whiskiey ring
spent its monev to prevent the ‘rediiction of
the whisky tax; how to-day.it stands ready
n spend money to keep up ths present tax

Go then into our states; take cur system of

direct taxation; what do you ﬁndf ‘We'pre- |
tend to tax all property. many of ‘our tixes
are eepee:elly framed to get at rich .men;

what is the resum Whv, all over the Udited

Sbebes ‘the very rich men ‘simply walk from.
under. those taxes, All over the United -

8 ates the attempt to tax men upon . their

wealth i 13 a farce .and "8 fraud. “(Applause.)
If there were' n:o other reason, this - would-be -

8 suﬂlexent. reason why all guch-taxes- shoild

. In their very, patiire thiey per-
mit evasion, 8 brea.king, perjury bribery
and eorrnptlon’ but the ‘tax on’lan valigs,

it tins at Jeast this advantage; land. onnnot_ g
o it ‘alw " cent or tWwenty per.cent as to takea hundred

be hid; it ‘6annot be oarried off

ma.ms, S0ty epeek, out of *d' rs. If‘you.._

<o th

W dlspense what swearleg and examinatiot

and Dosing-arciind tofigd out wheb men ha.ve-

-oF What théy are worth!-

Now take the: natter of. ]ust;'ce We smg‘le
‘me -are Bot demers of- the nght.s of -

ig t ot properby, theh comes frem -

1in 18w, “?ﬁhmh afite-dates ‘all: hnman
ena.chments, t.ha.t is. A clea.r gendésis; ithat
whick no sk -produces, that ‘which: by -his

.éxertion.be briags from the réservoir -of -na-

tire'and adapts to 16T  Sited to-gratify
thé wants cf mian==that is his; his -as against

“all the world: " It I by my labor cateh'a fish, -

that fish is and -ought to be inine.if T meke &
achite; that machine -belongs to._me; that

“tis the sacred right of property. There is & .
gleay title fromh - the. prodicer, resting upon

the Fight of the individasl to himself, to'the .
itse of his owi powers, to his fights: and to

‘| the enjoyments of the results of - his axertion;
“the right that ke Miay nge, that he may sell,
‘that he may bequéath.

““What:do We.do when wo tax & bmldmg! _
When a'mab puts up o -bililding by his.own
jon, 6T it~ comes to him. through the

't,ra.nsfer of the #ight that -others. have to

their exertion=—and the' moment he does it

-down comes the ‘conimunity and says, vir-
* taally, you'must ‘give us a portion of that :
biilding.: Fof where' & man -honestly earns

-aud scocumitlatés wealth, down come-the tax:
gathérers.and demn.nd every Fenrh portion.
-of those eafnings, Now, igit-not-as much an

i impairme -of. the right: of property to teke

a:lamb'as:t6 take a-sheept. To take five per
per: oentl We weuld leave the' whele of the
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We woild leave to him who produeesw"’ 1
to him t6 whoin- the title of the- pr:

&é
passed; all that wealtb; no matter. what_bé | pa i _
;udge haw said;-in f.hls-'new COUNLTY; W 're

its. form, it belongs to theé -individoak We'

would take for the uges of the community--;.

the value of land for the same Teason. It | s

ye nit nbletoﬂn work, Wwatld
ild be & #tory of the mxsby
Why,; look at it heére to-da.y,

ere are a.s yet only Sixty- ﬁve m lions

belongs to the commutity becaiise the growth | _7" 5.

of the commumty producas if. (Appla.us
‘What is the reason that ]and .in, Ban Fran- | .

cisco to-day is worth, so. much more. thah it

was in.1860 or 18501 Why is it 1hat barren .

sand, théh worth, _nothing; has, :

80 enormously valuable? Gn BRCC

the growth of the ‘whole pecple;

San Francisco is a Jarger city; it is because ;f; “

you all ate hére.. Bvery ohild’ that is. born;

every family that- comes and settles; every':_j

mwan that dossanything to unpt"ove the tyy -

adds to the value 6f land. Itis & v
springs.from the growth. of the 6o .
Therefore, for:the very. gafme ren.son of 3us—
tice, the Very same . respect: for thé. nghts ,of
_property. which induce us.to. leave tothe in
_mvxdual a.ll that mdxndual -offor prod dés,

ity
What would: be. the- -dirée

‘this: city, .this . -state or the

abolish ail taxee on: t.he produ' 1

without being: fined one penny B
man who would: improve, who
way add -to- the Pproduction’

“abead;, go ahead; .produce; acéuninl

you please. add to -tlie common st.oek

On the other side what. would be +

Were too many: people if the countfy. We
wa.nt; more wea.lhh. Whv don't we- gt it¥
o 6. rt_? Whabare

3] of p _ductlon! Labor, ‘capital

“to put them m the order of-

' Ii
‘gwmghm: a_boon. Is {liéreé any - scal

of capital? Why, so ‘abundant is capital tc- u

day that: Umted Stateq bon bonghb b-tl@e

ent, end' hstle doubt bai that it would

premiim: 85 a.bunc_ig.g&'xe

when abolishing all these taxes that now. fall .'a

on labor or the. products of Iabor; it we were
to resort for public revenis t6a t-a.x apon.

land : values; & tax that-would fall.onthe ""

owner .of & vacait lot just as ‘heavily as |
upon the man who has itnproved alot by put- |

ting up a- honse, that would 4fa.11 ‘on the speo-

alator who is: holding 160 acrés.of. agneul--,
tural land idle, waiting. for & tenant or.a pur---
chager, asheavily as. it would. fali, , upon the
farmer who had made. the 164. a,c_re ‘bloom? |

Why, the result. would be. éverywhere that |
the dog in the manger wotild té checked; fot

- houses, and yeh, not becaiu
‘enough én which to bi
day oné-half of the

i, uubullt upo_n ~=ig nbeolutely unused. ‘When -

the result everywhere would be that.the men | the.c

who. are: holding. natural .opportumities, nét |
_demandmg"
& price.of those who must usethem, wouid |

for-use but. mmplyefor Jprofit, b

have either to use.their land or givé way t«o--; _

‘ ﬁomebody ‘who would. . {Applaisé).

- Everywhere. .from. the Atlantic.to the Pa- | ;;

cifio; from the - lakes. to. the , gulf, opportuni= |

- tiea would: be ‘opened ‘to labor; there, would |
-come into thelabor market that demand for |
-the: proﬁu of. labor that. néver 'can- be satis-

pxt.iful ‘wages being ot

Whv should there’ be,.such 8 ltrugglé!

don 6 these theétt’ go to work and te.ke ooei for
B ot bectuse there is not. coel .

‘al. (Ap-' '
is-tie

" tracts among thémselveést (Great app]a
o 'Oh t,he w;ckedness of ’it; oh; theé bldsphe:

h mora houses. To- ;

L 'say with their_hps isall love ah iherey, ‘this. -

Ul by don't: peop'é go . _
preseure, why don't peop'e go - -bitter sufféring ‘which to-day exiéts in the

t lots. and bnild there? Bc-'
g ,.he‘ easl - When . I'was last inLondon, the

. firat ihorning that I sgent there, I rose earl

7. and walked olit; as

. “<when'I gé to London, through - stieets whose |
" Daes. I"do not know, I came. to & ugn-i'-a. +:

permlb any “ofie to put: a_house. upoh the:b.
0 " Ne 'York, yon ‘may ‘se

souree"ezainnb their

down a little more. - " that: seemed the very einbodlment of: h;rd

" -;‘and hopelm despnir o

(7)

l‘ahadow, in the 'oe
y a.ctlvity, saoh
' piFil

Fight in the o

f ch mtellectua.l

ian ca ook gt 'I‘heytook meé: to

an institition where littlé children are taken o

is | in'and carad for, Whose mothers.are at werk, -

) _and here:I saw the bitterest -of all mght.s—
.| little ehildren shrunken and sickly from want
Ring 4 - of food: and the superintendeént . told e &
{.6tory: He' poidted out a little girl; and safd’
= 3 te, | thatlittle thing was brought. ih ‘heré almost
o valleys. sde those vast eXDanses; ‘only - dotted 1

T here and there by_a house, thhout & tree

starvibg; and wheh Wa .set béfore lLef food, =

‘ before-ahe touchéd it or tasted it; she tolded
her hands and" ra.:sed her eyes, a.nd tha.nked

1,:(]06! Men. a.nd women, t.hmk -of the blas: -

iig .| pheray of .it.- To say that the bounty of

5rae |- thab: lif.t.le «child’s " heavenly Fa.ther was con--

der our’ system, ‘
hef.

(Applanse.)
Consid

ds; j : vate mberv:ew ‘
; i| talk ‘with- you ankly. Bomethmg I kave
1 seen of yonr sa.ymgs ba.d made Hie thiak thiat . - -

: Worse then at.hexsts.__ age j;_hooe

ceénters of. ‘our-’ “civilization. ~ Good:

always like to :walk';

Any ses the ‘pomp‘
unting; there. went
wo._ little chlldreni

ago; 1 sald on thia plattorm :

| that the seed bad been set.  Now thé-grand : R
: truthm begmmng to appear. From one end - -

en—aye. and beyond, on the eentmeat
urope—the trubl}u for whmh_we stand

th fne.. He said; 1 want to

Let me tell

ig 1 you ‘my’ -bory. ©1 was educated for the -
| éhurch; graduated at:one of ‘the Gniveraities;
-} took orders; was-sent: to a foreign ¢country -
5 a.se.m:smona.ry. After awhile I becama &
_"'cha.plam in the navy; finaily, & few years
1| sinée, 1 took a ouracy in London, and settled . -

hére. - I haVe beeh, up till récentlv; & be-

- lieving: Christian;  I'have believed ‘the- bible

“to be the word of God, and I-have rested im-

_plieitly on-its  promises; and one promise I
| have often: thought of:. “Once I ‘was young,
’| abd now am'old; Yet never. have I.seen the

rightéous forsaken, nor his seed -beégging -
theit bréad:?. I believed that till I.-came tc
‘my own countiy. ‘I believed that until -1

-tndertook “the ministerial work in London;
| Lbelieved it waa true; . Now I know it is.not

‘triie; I hinve seen the Fighteous foraaken and
his seed: begging their bread. (Appla.use.)
He said; My faith is. gone;: and I am holding’
on: hero. but I feel like a: hypoorite. J wapt
to ask you how it-seems to: you:;snd Itold

_ himinmy poor wny ss I heve been trying L

: ek




to tell you te-nmight. How it is, simply
because of our violation of natural jus-
tice; how it is, sithply because we will- not
take ‘he appointed way.  Avye, in our own
hearts we 1l know. To the man who appre-
ciate this truth, to the man who enters this
work, it makes little difference this thing of
results. This n¢ least he knows, that it isnot
because of the power that created this world
and broucht men upon it, that these dark

shades exist in our civilization to-day; that,
it is not because -of the niggardliness of the [

Creator; and there arises inme & teeling of
what the world might be. The prayer that
th> Master taught His disciples; Thy king-
dom come, Thy will b2 done on earth asit is
in heaven, was no mere form of words.
1t is given to men to strugele for the king-
dom of justice and righteousness. It is
sriven to men to work and to hope for and to
bring on that day of which the prophets have
told and the seers have dreamed; that day
in which involuntary poverty shall be utterly
abolished. (Applause). That day in. which
there shall be work for all, leisure forali,
abundance for all; that day in which even
the humblest shall have his share not merely
of the necessities and comforts, but of the
reasonable lnxuries of life; that day in which

® .

| in its nature; t

yourselves. -~ - e

every chil hoéé-t’d de-
‘1d toblon

velop .all. that.

the midst - of thi
want shall be gone..  This: greed

that leads men - to_tufn-their ‘backs upon v

everything tbat iz just and t¥ue, and to -
trample upon their fellows lest -tkpy. be
trampled upon; to search and to stfive; and
to strain every faculty of their natures to.
cumulate what they cannot take away, will

‘be:gove, and in that-day the higher ghalities

of man shail have their oppertinity and
claim theirreward. . . . oo o
We cannot.change human -nature; weare -
not 8o foolish as to dream that hdman nature
can be changed. What we mean_ to do is_ to
give the good in human nature its opportu-.
nity to develop. (Applause) .. U
Try our remedy by any test.. The test .of
justice, the test of expediency.. Try. it by
apy dictum of political économy; by any
maxim of good morals, by any axim of

‘pood government. it will stand every test - -

What I ask you to do is not to take-what I'or

aay other man may say, but to think for
(Prolonged applause, du wlnch the

Yecturer resumed hisseat.) .. T
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