Sober Afterthoughts Goncerning the

Chicago Gonvention.

To persons accustomed to associate in their minds the Woman s
‘Christian Temperance Union with the Christian graces which naturally
cliog about the name, the scenes witnessed at the recent Chicago Con-
vention must be a source of surprise, perplexity and grief. That ap
organization of Women representing perhaps the largest membership of
any knownWoman’sAssociation, gathered from the face of the whole coun-
try, banded together for no uther but the avowed purpose of taking copneil
how best to destroy the worst ememy of all mankind, Intemperence;
bound together by the strong ties of common suffering acd years of
labor in the same cause, worshipping the same God and confessing. the
same Savior; that such ap assembly should iteelf be so moved to .
Intemperence of speech, thonght and feeling as to render possible the
scenes witnessed by a wondering world in the Chicago Convention, is a
most humiliating comment on Human Nature at its best estate.

These Conventions have not always shown this spirit. In the
years that are passed these gatherings have been looked forward to by
the members of the Union, and by the Christian world, as did the Jews
of old to their solemn feasts. Scme time was always necessarily given
to the transsction of business, reports of departments, election of officers,
&ec., and questions arose on which differences of opinion existed: but
the main objects of the Conventions were the studies pursued in the
Schools of methods, the lectures on the departments, and the heavenly
religious meetings. In those days their war cry as they went forth from
these yearly meetings was, “In the name of onr God we have set up our
banners,” and the refrain “For God and Home and Native Land.” The
spirit which animated all was that of & united determination to under-
mine and destroy the baleful effects of liquor and the liquor traffic on
the world by all legitimate methods; by direct appeals to Almighty
God in whose hands lay all power, by entreaties and persuasions with
the drunkard, by all educational schemes for the young that they might
not be taken anawares in the snare of the Spoiler, by efforts fo arouse
the chuiches to greater activity and a livlier sense of their responsibili-
ties, by appeals to the makers and executors of the laws of the land,
by steady and persistent work in the home, the Sabbath and the day
school, all done in humble self forgetfulness, and in the spirit
of love and humility which led them in all things to give God the glory




Thus gnided and thus depending on a higher power than their

own weaknesé, the growth of the Union was something marvélons. _
Called into existence as the sober after thought of the .é:uisade_s’, the -
leaders felt that though called of God, they had much to learn, afid they . o
walked before their flocks in fear and trembling. In nothing is the -

great change of spirit between that day and the present more appa;re"ﬁh_:
thap in their appeals to the public throu-h the press. R -
But there came a day when there entered into the heart of _this

noble and beautiful Aesociation a feeling of pride in its strength. Pblié__ co

ticians began to cast longing glances toward the band of \?_ﬁves, mothers
and danghters who had shown such & bold front to the Enemy; and the

thought came to them that such a force might be made, if only undér -
proper control, to do great battle for many things besides the one ‘cause

of Temperance. .

By that time the force of the Union had beer weakened by ‘the
attempt to spread over too many departments, 8o that the direct Tem-
perence work was in a measure lost sight of. For while all Correctional,
Educational, Reformatory and Preventive measures are in a way the
legitimate field of a Temperance Organization, it is a grave question
whether this vast diffusion has not tended to cloud and obscure the
main point of the cause and objects of the organization. So much time
and money was of necessity absorbed in the complex machinery necessary
to the handling of g0 broad a field that little was left for the direct

Temperance work. I do not say that this was the case in all localities, =

but I do say that even the friends of the Union had long- looked with

apprehension upon the ambition manifested to cover all fields—eved ..

those properly belonging to and already occupied by the Church, The

growth of this ambition has led to the mistaking of the work of the. -
Legislative Department for a eall to and a necessity for crowding the .
whole Association into politics. Woman Suffrage bas been madeé to-

appear to be one of the neecessities of the Temperance cause, and it hag

been made an adjanct of the Union, to the great detriment of .both
Temperance and Suffrage. Of many other departments it might be .-

said in brief that their reference to and connection with the subject of

Temperance is 8o exceedingly obscure and remote as to seem almost -

fanciful. _
But in no action of the National Uniop was ever so grievous an
error committed or so broad a divergence taken from the legitimate path

marked out by the express words of the original founders, who declared. -
ite object and preseribed its work, as when it left the field of Christian
Temperance work and stepped down into the arena of Politics.” The
deadly fruits of this most dreadful mistake have been apparent in an -

ever increasing ratio at each succeeding National Convention since that
action was taken, until the full measure was harvested at Chicago ‘" in-

the form of hatred for love, bitterness for friendship; suspicion for confi- .
dence, dissensions and oppositions of purpose, wrangling, jealousies, .

backbiting, secret ploiting and open scorn, mis-statements snd mis-

 being mat by o chorus of hisses'and jeers. And that presiding officer

. certainly, to-put it on no higher ground, Wofally lost sight of the plain
- - Darliamentary rile Which defines the dities of & her office, -~ - g

| répresentations, charges and countér charges, that make ik head sick

: "__éﬁd-ltiiv_é_;‘héaftfa'ihﬁ"f'tﬁ femember. - S S _
' Nothing that has éver ooourred ini the history of the progress ‘of -

Womai liag so astonished her friends.and delighted her enemies a5 this
exhibition: of Vil temper;, narfowhess; @uwisdom and illibeérality: No'

~ other 6vent has so sef baok the hianids ob the dial plate of her progress -
as this ten day’s exkibition of inoapacity for self govérnmeiit. - For it ..
- connts for very Little that all things were done before the Oonvention by’

parliamentafy rule: The tiie Christian 8pirit of - &elf government was

 painfully conspictiots by its abserice. - Ti i olher W&y éaii onie aceount
- fot the bitter tinchtistian conversation abott the tables.of the hotals and

-~ dining halls Where the delegates congregated; 4nd where they indalged

__ their tongues ' ing '

-and the affairs of the Association, regardless of the presends of strangers.

ifi the nitmost freédom of spesch. -céncerhing. one ajiother

 Or.those ignorant of their affairs. Tn 1o other Way can one 8COUDL for

. the noisy aid disgrecefnl scanes of that last night when the Towa Dele-" -

gation withdrew amidst a storm of derision and insult. - A Convention of -
Christian ‘Women has reached very nearly to the lavel of an ordinary

 Waid Oaucus when one of its mermbers cannod speak her hoiest senti-
- meénts and beliefs, couched in proper and respectfal langnage, without

‘who allows such demoustrations to pass unheéded and -nrebuked Hag

Jistly and rightly 4 treeis known by its fruits.  The fruits of ~

this fair tree of Chistian Effort known ds the W.C.T.U: Wete at the -

_first the “Peacable Fruits of Rightestisiess,” love, joy, peace, efe., so
that the world in looking on thought the:dawning-of the-morning .could

- plainly be 8éen that should usher in the Millenninm by the destruction -
‘of the liquor traffic thiongh the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

- The growth of the Union was commensiirate with its worth. Tt resched

everywhere throughout tho length and breadih of ‘the land, and if it

~ coild have femained humble and pure &nd sweet, and if its ‘work could -

might it have becoins and remained.  But oh! the pity of it the pity of

" have been kept 661 centrated upon its ‘originai”object what a power

" it!” Oné graft, one little bud of an alien plant, and how it has. poisoned

the juices of the Whole tree: And now what “are ite fruits? Heart

-burnings, jealousies, strife, dissension, division, - . -

It seems impossible that thete ean linger ifi the mind. of any: a

- doubt as:to the true cause of this change in the Fuling spirit of the

National and State Conventions of the Woman’s Christian Temperance
Uhion. For fiine yéars the work weéht on in peace #nd harmony, making

a growth as gh organization almost. ubparalleled. Throtgh all those -
years of work department after department wisadded; Sone more wisely
than others; but in-fione was foind cause for any ruffling of the spirit of

" peaceand love.  But in the tenth yeat arose this little cloud “no bigger
- than-a man’s hand” ‘which has spread over thé horizon ’till the whole )




o

heavens are hIaek above the heads of the: Orgamzatmn,‘and from many ki N
s:de, dart the fierce tongues of fire; and roll-the: aDgry answenng mutter-

ings of the thunders. - Shall aiiy say; whilsall the world seesthelightfing o

and hears the thnndenngs, that there 48 7o storm ?. - Vet these womei - eav
that there was no storm-at the Chicago Gonventlon. el =
All in vain while the cloud has been nsmg and mg together . .
its black masses of disaffection and digcontent: ‘overtheé. arbltmry rulings
of thq Natioval, which has. pledged: whole. States. t6_a political -paity:
of which they had no knowledge, with *which they had locally 1o affilia=
tions and without their consent, - party not. of their choice or the
choice of the husband, fathers and brothers to whoin they looked for:
courcil and advice—illin vain, I say, have: béen the. Warnings from. the.
religious and secular press—all in vain the proteste of many of those in-
t.helr own ranke agemet the ba.rgam, sale a.nd dehv:rv of* the wealth L

m vain l:he warmngs sounded b)’ the. droppmg by thousandef of the

numbers from the membership- rolls—they still have gone ‘Ofi:; bmdmg. ,
anew at each Convention the cords and .chains of $his most digastious
party alliance, and saying “there is'no cloud; there i is 06 disdontent”” =
In the face of that. dolemn protest solemnly presented by the o
great State of Towa, which melted casual listeners to tears by its pathos,

and the withdrawal of its repreeentahve Delegates from the Convenhon, o

they have said “It.is nought, it is nought,” dod have goneé -ofi with
eheere and songe and cIa.ppmg of haude to ﬁll the places thus v_acated

or not.
would destroy they first make mad.” Whal: blmdness of madueea has -

come upon the leaders. of the Woman's Christian - Tempexance Union - *

that they cannot or will not see the destruction that has: been - wrought'
by this lowering of the standard which was'set up. “Tu thie name- of - 60¥
God,” to the confession made by their Pregident that “I‘he great need
of the Temperence Cause “is a- Pohtlcal Partv e and m p"lace of the i

“@od’s Curses upon Hzgh Lwanse meoe e _; Sl R _'

Mluneapolls,_ ‘\Imneeota December 1889 =
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