


" GHALL WE RE-BARBARIZE THE

NEGRO?

1
BY JUDGE ALBIOX W. TOURGEE. Il

A book has recently been published en-
titled ** An Appesal to Pharaoh,” thetitle;
of which is as delusive as the assumptions
on which it is based. It claifis analogy
with the appeal made to the Egyptian.
king that he would permit the children of
Isracl to depart out of bondage. It is
really an appeal to & Pharaoh, whose
power has already been broken, that he
should do still further wrong to & people; — -
who have served him and his fathers for
two centuries and a half without fee or

[

— | basement and oppression, and take his)

Thia 15 the Giegs, of pottags withwhich
- 88 of pottage with-which|
& cunning Jacob proposes to tempt our|

- —— black Esau,-hungry-for-justice and free- |

dom, to sell his birthright o

| ight " of Amer{ :
, ﬁzenship, relinquisk his ¢laim aga.i‘::: :
- i Ameriean civilization for 250 years of de-

gha.ncea, single-banded and alone, with-|:
out schools, government, protectim; com- |-
merce or capital, among the b‘a.rl;arons
hordes of Africa. The plan lacks onl
- two things to-commend-it-to ganeral—apy—' ;

— Pr"gvﬁl‘—:jqgticafa.ﬁqfe?ﬁiﬁlﬁty. _
7_‘The anthor terms it ** a radical 1;5111?11[?15= :
of the negro problem,” and so indeed it

- — reward, made not by the victims of hial
“ oppreasion, but by a courtier, and advo-|
cated as the cheapest method of getting
rid of & people he is no longer able to en- |
slave.
Stated in broad terms, ‘‘ An Appesal toll
Pharaoh’ is a labored argument to prove [
that, by the adoption of a system of Tin-|!
gled rewards and threats, the American|’
negro may be extermipated in the United |
‘States, and what remains of the race left|!
to take its chances on the continent of |
Africa. The plan proposed is to remove
the actual child-bearing women with their
|families to Africa, and leave the rest of
‘the race in the United States to die off in:
the course of nature. The author's
method is to offer to the families of young
‘married women: (1) free transportation to
Africa, (2) & house as good as the one,
Ithey left, (3) maintenance for one year
<and equipment for work by which they
'may afterwards support themselves, His
estimate of the entire cost of such trans-
portation and gettlement is $150 a head;
per capild, he says, ** would be ar
timate.”” ‘This would be

a year for fift} years. He

ulk of the race would be wili-

ing to go if they were merely offered frie
{trmspomﬁon, and that they would ali be
* glad enough to migrate if the other lavishi
' jnducements his plan proposes were
added to the delights of a contract voyage|

i across- the sea, and they were thereby
enabled to escape their pitiable condition at
the South. After the firat year in Africa
_the suthor complacently points out that
& they shonld cease to be & charge on our.

| selfish generosity.”

|
__! mere negative obligations, The coloredf

‘would_be if it were any solution

The ** negro problem ii not ttcl:(;)l::tfl_vzli}:

Rowever, by merely answering the query,
How can the negro be disposed of 'mos;

‘ ea.aﬂy', cheaply and expeditiously?’* The

- question iz one infinitely broader and

‘moreimportant to thé American peo
i s ; » ple’
mu?mmw ty, to civilization and to Chris-
The true inquiry is, ** How shall
lightened - Christian white people ?fe :111:
United States perform the duty they owe
to eight millions of fellow-citizens whom
they have kept in enforced ignorance
upon whom they have imposzed incon: ’
ceivable debasement, and from whom|
__they‘ have received the product of un-!
_requited toil for 250 years?™ It isnot thei
future only that is to be considered norj
the comfort and inclination of the v;rhite )
race alone, ' The problem embraces theé
rights and interests of the colored man as 5
well. Compensation must be provided
_of some sort for past deprivation, as well -
. a8 immunity from farther encroachment
upon their rights. - A people cannot sub-
ject another to their will and pleasure for
' two centuries and a half without incur-
«xing toward them something more than|

_ people of the United States have a ri -
- right for which they have paid in alc%;lat;: i
; by generations of suffering and oppression |

—to0 share to the fullest extent the biess-|:
ings of American liberty and American .
‘ Christian civilization, * As ye would that
. others should do unto you® is the onl}
| crit,erion by which the white American’z




) ?cﬂPPIB, 01' o;;preu him a8’ a_ n.corbnt ho T

~[that 18, not based ooon an inquiry s to

‘| the negro’ arisht, and the méasure of hiar o o

=il jast_deinand;.cair-hever_be:a igolation off .-

~ 7 this- problem. - It may servé to defer or} -

" | complieate it, ‘but the'debt we owe tol

‘eight’ millions; whom wé have miade the|.

. |[heirs of generations of wrong, cannot be| :

‘-ischnrged ‘by-evasion,——— — s

he book professes to- outline a plan for]

_ ! the voluntary exodus of a people desirous|
of bettering thelr conditions. Ttis realiy|. 7' N

B aorry enough altern'ative, ‘but t.he* ith

author's cheaply 'oofn'ponnded decoctlon :
of hypocrisy and falso pretenaes in-opef

~|cholée ™ “has—nsuslly-best ‘Sesotmted & a .




. |defnand this—peoms. never to: have: ‘an
o terecthe ‘author’s oonsciousness. -He

that. they have éven a.r Iy

" lwe- -have - fh-th f)_uz and a.re‘likely toin I

e uheiumre'"and"hé‘urges‘the a‘ct_ption of | =
e :_t.hin plan :

g vwith an gvident deaire to sppea.r candid

. paina‘to explain this part of the plan. .

emigrant a.n -

fe.ntering wédge for. Ch.riatianjty and ‘com-| - - -
amercia.l anterprise on' the oontiﬁant ot~
,.éAfrica—though the ‘aathor ‘dods niot takel) .

The book is Written .in.good temper; =

\{of tha. thfaiihess. a.nd"insnﬂiciency of the

L remedy proposed.

= is entire]yryvit.hln the scope of enlightened_
. pollcy ‘with 'regard’ to thé negro in. thel|

‘Uhited States; -and no- man who 100,
Ipon the future with apprehensmn,

sible ‘Horrors of America:; slavery—-every

_ |[{eels.any totick of aympathy either for the, "
-twhite of colored victims of the inexpreés-| -

\fone. “whode heart throbs with. pity either}—

- -l for the Chmtia.n slave bowed down with| e
s inJusblce and .debasement, or the Chri& e

. tian--master-whose-souil “has~ become™ B
' ca.iloused with tmconscloua evﬂ that thef -

't _there were somel_~

_ au‘:h slmp]e’mechanicﬂ solution ‘of t.]ns :

- ries might he plucked up, and’ i;he g‘rounda ) e

éaf of: the frult.s of evil a.nd'of provo:,
e : .




“iarising from centuries

= caninot be discharged-b i
| naked tothe wildsof Africa, ~ He'be
" iby our.act, & rightful heir of .our-

perity, int.elllgence and ‘civilizat on;-

= e-—cannot—svotd—the“' bligl.tion =
- 1every dollar of .
into our wondroms aggregate of wealth, |

| hie has & right to clain & just and fatr| -~ -

: -"_"“-equiva.lent in intemsencg md opportu: T :

—inity. ~—When. bymhis Iabor_he. made it P,

‘paga.nism -or:-the.” withering' siroeco ofi

-3 Mahometa.nfrenzy, until'she has rst lifted ]
Al | thein to the sameélevel of intelligence and
- I gelf-reliant faith which thé white Chri

posed- aga.in 1.0 thie. para.!yzlng t.ouch ot

Atian-has-attained, -and ta.ught themi byl . .o .

- |actual expérience ‘the supreine -lesson of

individdal and collective self-direction and | Sk

salf-control pit wﬂl “not do-to send inis-
_ sionaries to: Christia.nize Asia, and at the
- lsame’ time re-ship ignora.nt negroes ‘to be
S ‘hea.t.heniz in- Alrica The_ “American |
. lpedple. are'trunt.ees’ deson tort for the en-

g Egﬁ@g@g@ and e evation of the . Amen-_ i'i'




but,. in_ wha.tever remedy is propoud for| S
Ctithe amelioration 6f his condition in -the] L
| United. sum, ot the .Chiristiantzatton: o} - . -

=Afrlca. through his réfigent action, thel
:;__ﬂut _a.nd most emnt.ia.l ingredient iu jus- .

: :.lnd Sh‘y“ib-cglle“a remedy which ha.s for (-

— mit the eoibred man to"enjoy equal rights
of citizenship and| Opwﬁnnit?v will be & ;

‘Of‘-diacussing the superstmcture raised en|_

" lsuch & foundation. It is useléss 10.call L

" {it s “Volantary " migration._  The:whole =

~=_ | tanor-of- the Work: -shows-that-it-is predi= |~

cated ‘on-the idea that-the whité. man;|
L whﬂe he may be-willing 1o make & aho i
. B a .. :






