Marion,lowa,ov.Ll2, 1859,

Wy dear dJuage:-~ [ am at home agaln and in the harness oOnce :iore.
I find plenty to do. I had a .sost delightful visit in every respect.
msvecially did I enjoy my visit at your howme. I shall not sooun for-—
get the day on pake Chautauqua even if we were not successful in land-
ing any of the mwonsters of the deep. I enjoyed every minute of the
cay. 1 was very glad to see you in your own home,to meet the good
wif'e,and to have a peep into your workshop. As I read your bpooks
hereafter, i shall always have a picture of you at work and Mrs.Tourgee
at the typewriter.

1 found wy two paves at Kent well and very glad to see me. I was
equally glad to see thew. wWe got home the next week an Athe rest of
the family well.we have had consideraple diphtheria in town this fall
and tnis gives us not a little anxiety. I have buried one babe since
sy return tnat died or than dire disease. | |

I 'want to thank you for the pleasure those volumes gave me. The
saort story from Tolstol is charming., I enjoyed the second story very
such, but regret that iv is only a fragment apparently, As a narrative
it is rine. The interest never lags. It is doubtless a true pict-
ure oi’ the lif'e that he descrives. I thought for a time he was going
to make one of the nighest and grandest characters of Olenin. The
young man at one time had such grand aspirations and secaed about

; ] lit'e to helping others. 7Yrue he avoided the excesses of his
in some measure and he actually gave a horse to his rival,




but he was not great in the very place that greatness was needed. He
founu out,however,that there is such a thing as love. FYerhaps after
all Mariamnka is the strong character. Uolette is delighttul.

I am trying to get the young people of my church interested in
literary theumcs,out do not succeed in as high a degreé as 1 would
fike, - velieve that I have elevated the tone of the young people
Some . [ aa al:most perauaded that ene's uncounscious influence is the
greatest tha. he wields. I often find that the incidental remark tnat
I make almost without thougnt is the omne that finds lodgment in some
wind. aAgain I sometimes mention a book in the pulpit without thinking
of urging any one to read it,and I find pefore the week is out some
young person is looking the vook up. Fardon my sioralizing,

I am writing this on a cheap machine that I got for the children,

I find it necessary té?ﬁi the same placard that the organist of a
church in a »ining town nailed to his instrument:"bon’t shoot the play-
er.tie is doing the pbest that he can."
hind regards to dMrs.Tourgee,the sister,and "Judge's pboy."
Yours very truly,






