o

L\/‘?/éf/u 4&,/:_'/‘—"/4 zrz;L—G’ %2

é’—%ﬂT‘M '-//“ﬂ fﬁ""zé( ,/4_{? <o A

/-\
. 7 *

A //Tf




TR A8 OOME

Bt b b

S
FOR THE RACE TO SHOW ITSELF
"'t WORTHY OF LIBERTY.

llr 'l‘onrgee On the League—The One
Thing to Be Done—The ' ‘Qolored
Man” Must Take the Oar—For
His Children He Mu.ct
Aet Now.

To the Editor of THE PLAINDEALER.

Sir:—Your circular containing the letter
of Mr. William E. Matthews and the reply
‘| of Mr. Jno. M. Langston is received with
your request that I give my opinion in re-
gard to the measure proposed.

It seems to me manifestly improjer that
1 should give any oploion on such & sub-
ject. Itis & question entirely for the con-
gideration of colored men and which, 1
trust, they are capabie of decxdlng wisely
for themselves,

equal number of native American citizens
baving white skins were distinguisbed
against, as the colored people of the United .
States are, such an organization would

cranny of the country long ago. .

organization and direction, it may be ex-
pected to result in failure. Itisthe first
step the race bas attempted of s own mo-
tion towards self-assertive freedom —the
"only freedom that can ever be relied on to
give good resulis. And 1 for one shall
welcome it with the highest gratification.
If Irishmen may organize to aid in im-

proving the condition of Ireland or other!’
nationalities among our citizenship to per- |,

petuate the traditions of the land of their
nativity, I canoot see why it is not merely

the privilege, but the bounden duty, of the |’
only class of our native citizens whom any |
one has ever proposed to deprive of the|
. privileges go readily conferred upon the |-
. aifen,  to, organize for consultation and |,
‘harmany of action in the assertivn apd |
maiitenance of their lawful rights, in a§

lawful ‘manner. .
s\ §

y apinlon for..many Years has been |i

fﬁand&-“‘ the Neégro 1 the United ‘States |

1 have no hesitation in saying thatif an}

have been effected in every nook and |

Of course not all colored men any more ||
than all white men can be expected to look -
at such s matter in the same light, and |
unless great wisdom is exercised in its|

ition+gnd “de i
L‘ﬁhou]d ben.ttempted 1o be organized it the'
“South the gategory of martyrs would soon

-be's notablé ooe; but thers is no better use
"be ‘madé of a man than to have him

. 1plamedm4 the seed of a good cause, and it
I would séem to be about time that the col-
{ored race began a mariyrology which

.shall contain the names of those suffering
| in+the’ endeavor éo-achieve- liberty-to coun-
't terbalance “the rather over erowded one
| which testifies to their long-suffering
! endurance of oppression,

_'There is o doubt in my mind that the
P lqred man must take the laboring oar in

| thé'movement for his real enfranchisement.
{He.can not. and vught not, to be the mere

créature and ‘servant of a party, uniess

‘ ?t.hnt party 18 active and earnest in its efforta

to secure for him the rights he is now de.
fed to 80" great an extent, and which 1a-
ithe near future are likely to be still more
opeuly curtaiied,
%, Ten years ago I wrote fn “A Fool's
“Birand,” A people can not be made free
by procla.mation or Constitutional Amend-
.mentl :
: These measures ouly opened the door to
the ‘Negro to make himself free. V- hat the
"race bas suffered In those terrible years of
transitfon has only been the prick' of the
spur that is pushing it forward to the
‘aseeriion; of -its machood and the full
‘achievement of its rights. - If it is worthy
°of right and privilege, the time
é for it to dip its garments in the"
hood 'of the slain, and press forward to
: 'imnent of that liberty which asserts
1 ..clalm 'to justice rather than petitions
alwnys for: ‘mercy. If it is not worthy, it |
‘will simply slip in the blood of those who
¢ perished for its disenthrallment and
¢'back into deserved 10feriority. '
uest and itnited and intelligent action
" the " part of the colored men of the-
United. Btates will do very much to cure
“the qvil hich now affect it, and relieve
ry from the most Tearful peril
ever threatened its peace and civil-
hile mere discordaot “hcllermg"
uxfous not 80 much to: do’as to
what might.be done, will “amount
ver; 8, Very great difficulties stand
‘ni the'way of en effective organization of.
this'kind, and the chances are’perbaps
: 6ven that no tangible gootk will " te-
‘gult from it; but any sort of effort ander:
bgenit conditions is better than no effort,
one thing that néeds now to bé done
‘than all otlers—is to ipform: the
!genlg'thlnking people of the‘ND 1
thern conditions. -Th

kptessed ihatthe chief error of the |

ust, in the main, :d
_mudt*devlse ways ahd: ‘mes
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Fiba Mr’ Maithews proposes, if effectually |:
admipistered, ought within ayear to'accu- |-

ate u ‘mass of facts which should - chal-{!

& ‘attention of:the Christian wor.d, |;
§ t submitting their informants to the
raecition’ thefefore. - -Here will

one of the chief difficulties, I

ce the colored man of -the North |:

ijds'too’apt to forget that the célored man of-|'
' the'South can_only*tell what he kaowai,
en i'ully assured that he will never 'be |
nown ‘a8 -‘baving ' revealed -it.- It ‘fs:a|
trauge fact that the tongué or-pen of “his|
orthern kinasman, who had gotten ‘farther |
: yﬁtfmghis harsh - condition, not -up- |
; -‘frequenr.ly becomes &°BErI0us lf Dot fatali

emy. por T VLSO S
'‘While, therefore I do pot: presnme tod -
unsel lnregardw this-matter, - you. -will |

I permlt we to say, that in my oplbion, 1t-i57 -
. high time the Negro race in Americs did -
| something—a¢ a race—to proclaim their — - -
! ‘willingness and ability .to. maintain. thelr.
Tight .t0_exercise the . privileges granted
them snd 8 determination to preserve for
theit childeen the liberties- 80. many - shed
their blood to secure. 1_-
Hastﬂy and sineerely vours, " *

- b =7 ALBION W Tomme a
Ma.yvxlle,N Y., Oct. 12 1889









