HOW THE OFFICE WAS OBTAINED.

o

with the death of Senator Platt, the last actor in the litile drama
hes passed Beyond. I think perhaps it may interesi some of thelr
colleagues to learn the inslde nlstcry which vrought avoul Judgg_rourgée's
selection for =we Consul at Bordeaux in May 1897 wnich was at the time
8 seven days wcnder to the politiclal:g o wesdleiln dewW YOIn.-— Sc, T
moved to tell the story.

Though not in favor of McKinley,-being pledged to the advocacy cf

Thomag B. Reed for Lihe nomiraticn telore Lie convenllieorn,- as scon ag llie

chrice ¢f 12 partl vas declared, the Judge concurred heartily in 1it,

Wnhen Bryan was nade the standard bearer or the Democrais, he began the

writing of a little book omn tie monetary Juestion, which Bryan's advocacy
of 16 to 1 had brought to the foreground. In July he went tc New York
with tne complete manuseript of "The War of the Standardsa®, whicn was

f
placed vefore tne Republican Cormittee. In a general way il met with




-2

favor out somre Crnanges velng suggested, ne quartered hnimsell at the
Everelt House, and re-wrote the whole volumg on the lines indicated by
the Comnittee., 1In its revised form it was heartily approved, and was
frmediately given to the printers to be rushed through the press. As it
was a small book, in two weeks it was ready for distribution and was sent
out in large quantities to State Commitiees, especially in the western
states wnere the silver virus was most prevalent.

By September, Judge_Tourgée Was Teady I'or Lie ceampalg., ani-for
two montns spoke every day, and sometimes twice. After the victory was
wen, he returned home, LUCIL WeIn our frow s Jong wnd arducus laihors,
also'mucn depressed in Bpir;t, being aware. that he waes the victim of an
incurable nmalady, the result ¢f Lie 2411050 coustant palil TI'CH WOLLGS
received in 1861 at Buili Run. A change of climate and sgene was reconmended
by his physiclians and ne began Lo 1look avcul ror « new. fleld or actlon.

Tuz polle) g nei Lhen seen abandoned of “To the victor belongs

-

the spolls”, and early in the year, the New York Tribune published a 1ist.

of Consulales, which weuld ve Tilled b} tue in-coming administration.




This gave the Judge the idea of seeking one. of tnese appointments as he
noticed that of .those wiich would pronaoly be vacaled, one was held by .

a wastarn ¥ew York mal, Jno. M. Wiley of Buffalo,- that of Bordeaux,
France. Some how, this place did not appeal to nhim, thoygn he-was:a Tine
Trench stnclar, naving Laxel: several -prizes for proficiency in that
language while in college. He tnerefore selected Mancnester, Eungland, as
nis cholce, and onega. at ouce to g2t tog=they testimonials to be presented

to McKinley as soon as was practicable after the inauguration. Being so-

well Known by his writings and activities in Republican campaigns for many

years, he soon had the endorsement of all the prominent Republicans of the '~
North and ef some influential Democrats of thne South, witn whom he had been
intimate wnile on the bench in North Carolinac- Soon after the inaugura-
tion, these papers were sent on tao the 8ecretary of Warg Alger, to be
presented to the Presgldent at an opportune moment. He wrote to the:

Secretary, who had been his warm friend for many years, that he would folliow |

in person 1n a few days, being then very lame from a slight accldent, and

not able to take the trip. A week or more passed and nis lameness increas-
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ing rather than deminishing, he began to despair of going to Washington.
One day when ne was especlally ‘blue over tne situation I suggested that
I might go in his place and see tne Preéident. Thig idea met witn a N
trowning disapproval and he answeree that a man who Would ailow his wife
to ‘geek an office for him did not deserve to Qeye 1t, and made other
remarks of like 1mport.“ Boilig’ aware of the fact by iong experience that
to press the matter then would be ratal to my plan, 'I said no more but
bided my time. A few days later we hoted in tie a:siune daily papenszggz'
some Gonsular appointiments had been made and others were imminent. That
dectded the question. Tﬁe"Jﬁdéevﬁaéqhardly‘ebié to leave hia room from
tne effécts of his accident ‘and ne reluctantly admitted that 1t did not
lo0ok as if he were going to get about for some weeks, “and though he

was a "idiot® to ccneent I might go and see HcKinley, if I were very
anxious to do 30 ,- ‘and the nqﬁt morning armed witn & tei days excursion

ticket, I was off rcr the Capitqg. Having rriends in tne city wnc nad

long urged me to visit them, I was prepared to have a good time and




obtain the gppointment. |
S I had my plan or campaign well tnougnt out before arriving 1n
IWashington, I would riret let Gen Alger know I was in the city and ask

,..

ror an appointmentvy Thie I did and a reply soon came to my request

namlng an early hour the next day, when he wzuld ee me at nie orfice in

f

tne War Department. Waehington was at 1te callllbotnat April morning as

Iwalked across the wnite House lamn Where the crocuses and darfodile were
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in bloom making bright bite or c01or 1n tne vivid green of the graae.
Gen. Alzer met me most cordially Having been entertained Beveral tlmes

at e Tnorheim, when he had v1sited Chautauqua,_we were not atrangers.

r—-“ |‘ ¥

We talked over tne eituation and when I named lancneeter as the Judge's
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choice , a distreseed look came over nie race as he eaid he had some

e

'weeks before promised a rriend 1n nichigan to use nle 1nr1uence to get
nim appointed to this COnsulate. He expreseed mucn regret that tne |
Judve was not able to come nrmeelr to tne eee the Preeident but ne

" . !:-1

glad I could come that he would nave a talk with ncxinley that day
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would report what success he had had.
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hour. Gen. Alzer had 1nterviewed the President who"nad told him to come
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over with me to ‘the Wnite House, that mofning, and ir 1 were ready‘then,
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we would go at once/as he nad a little leisure. All the arrangements

SR Sa f PR A = by
- 2 ‘ i WAL e

rfom now that no one

4 i I - .
Lt S . - e ; T - byt
' b et A W ‘ LPFCIEN “ L .fi..iu.} et

would recognize a diecriptlon or this meeting should I ‘give it in detail.
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at tne nead or the front stairs, where, some 20 or more people ﬁere
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waiting their turn, wﬁile'he went to the President'e room. I remained
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a helr hour or eo, amuelng;myselr standing by a window gazing out over the
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uneqnéiled I am sure ay any “in tne world. Wnile
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beautiful Gapitq& oity,
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I etood tnere absorbed in the view, almoet oblivioue of my miesion,
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Gen. Alger touched me on tne ehoulder and bade me come with him.ae the
s et Ling Ctle Tett Lokl fowa® anliw one 5 pvdanand




President was in the nall Y gg_ 1tslde and could. speak mxhwge;‘ahmogtent. i
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Lo, the S'ecrgtary o: spa e,‘maxg ny.. selectj,qn,(ofwa C,onaulate,;wand ne”would
see tl;at, t.ne appointment ;nereto ag made, provided, aluasﬁaa thatﬂtnes«ene |
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him, bm 1 managed o do .89 in a very gwkward fasnion,.I am.sure ,_Jhen he
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the hour to seeu tm_SecreQa.m 401' Statg, den ,A;rger_h maq:a anate ;or me a
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