YOURS AND MINE. B

Yours and M1ne. Very s1mp1e words. A child apprehends the:r

s:gnzflcance. Yet they are the two great kingdoms of human thought.rffiif

‘All that we know or prize is bounded by them. In them 1s hid the

secret of c1V1lization. Unlted they constitute the dynamo by the 1n—f@;f¥

teract:on of whose parts is generated the myst1c force which we '

call progre"s.,

They are two wondrous rcalms wh:ch include a11 the k1ngdoms of -

the earth and are the bases of a soclal superstructuré. Polit:cal
. . . !ﬂ I R

economy,law,and in a great measure rellglon are engaged 1n adjust-v;;"dﬁ

ing their relatlons. Yours,--M1né' All that concerns me as”a_man
all that concerns you 1nd1vidually are in these little words.;;,

are an epitome of human ex1stence.TThe1r sign1ficatibn.marks the




rable by exclu31on. All is mlne which is not yours and all 13 yours,,:f-

‘_wh1ch is not mine. So we diV1de the world between ua,you takzng

what you will and leaving me what I can get.u~_

It is an easy matter t0 define a boundary and say all 1n31de
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of a certain limit shall be yours: all out51de of 1t mlne. It is - 7 ;-"

when we come to apply this def1nit10n--to mark out the 11ne and say .

each one of us has a double; from which he can- never esoape--that

every one is in fact,a Simese twins--ever tryzng to puin h1mself
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apart yet forever inseparable. These are the 1nd1v1dua1 self and

st
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the collective self=-two. opp031ng forces tug;zng always inropposite"ﬂf'o-Fw
directions,

Individually,I am.the center of the Hniverse. The horizon clos_:;i."i
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the dim ether c¢ircle about me as a common PiVOt- The universe ad- ri'“

even a less prejudic1al observer mlght easily presume that 1 am,the : ,;;@

most important fact in existence. -ﬂ¥e

Unfortunately,you are 1nd1vidually qulte unable to -see th1ngstktc;'-~

. & trifle at fault-~that- the axis of the unzverse 1s just an arm s

lengbh to the right or left as the case may: be and,that the glorz-cf

tute the system of whlch I am.the contrelling center. Of ceurse somcbr_g,[

of these may have 1rregular orbits and others may abandon thelr_ittlpfg;_i




courses or disappear. ----- Death or dzvorce msy rob me of my speclal satﬂQmpf*ﬁ

following from me, There are few l:ﬂes however,from which at least

one other life does not der;ve its llght. Even then 1t does not

cease to be a Sun; Shorn of éstelites and trlbutarles it steals 71f;t'fffp

alone through the realm of human life flash1ng or fadlng--s comet
or an atom of star-dust as the cae may be. ;Qﬁh§~ﬁ )

In this cosmogyny you 1nd1V1dually are of ﬁore OF less impor~'
tance according to’ nearness of approach to the central muminary.Ve-Lp
nus is larger to the sun than Neptune and Mars struts through the |
firmament equal in 31ze and brzllinney to Jup1ter. My best fr1end.
may not be much ‘of a ‘man but he 1s more to me than any hundred othéf?il
‘ers who help make up the m1ghty multitude of You. Nay those outside.t{
of my particular system'who are otherw1se only insignlficant atoms

to0 me, enlightened w1th the glory of his regard shzne out as bright




Aside from- these,—-a few great uns of thought or actlon 1n f i-ﬂ

the present and the past make up the sum.total of my knowledge of
manklnd. Perhaps out of all. who have lived and dled the sum total 6

of that humanity whzch constltutes the m1ghty multltude of you 1 |

may have known famlllarly a. thousand by szght,perhaps flve thousand';“w ; 

and by name or fame,it may poss1b1y be ten thousand. Say in all

lions who have lived and died. - And the others--all save this insig-g_7  ;fE
nificant fraction whose exzstence has touched my consclousness--

what are they to me? Dust--nothing but dust' I am- vaguely.conscioﬁé;f  ';'2
that they do and have exlsted. I may exalt 1n thelr prowess,p1ty -

their weakness,glory in- thelr purlty,blush for thelr shame—-yet 1n-;fsf“' ¥

dividually they are to. me only as the sands of the desert the drops'   

of the ocean or the sparkling dust of the Mllky Way.

Yet they are You and they constztute the power wh1ch f1xes thef




and world-wide fame‘/Yet how small the segment of humanity which

has heard of even the most famous thgt ever llved. Not half the

world's life has ever haard the Tname of Ghrlst. And Alexander Caes..jf ”Q
ar ,Napoleon,Homer %hakespeare """" how rod1§1lously narrow the bounda-m;9f;
ries of their fame compared W1th the boundlessness of humanity;.Aﬁ;i  
"You" are an infinite multltude. I am 1£s‘i;arest const;tuent afom.:3f
"Yours®” is the e;rﬁh and its:fulness.3'M1ﬁe?' Ah what is mlne? Havé e
I anything? o | |

We hear a great. deal in these days about the ‘natural rlghts"ff~

of property,' “the natural 1aws of trde“,the 'natural dzstrlbution

other: things whlch We. are told are natural and 1mmutable. Wé are

‘told that a man has a natural rlght' to the prdducts_of his own la,_~{"




mines,minerals,the products of the soil_f_e;wa,_m‘~

chance for cu1t1vat1ng it.-There are strange theorzes afloat as to'e

yours and mine,your rlghts and my rlghts,your realm and my domain.-g'e =

None of them are demonstrable--nome of them have any right ro claam-j'v

God,Nature as their sources or1g1n or authorlty. Nature has nothingrup_“'*

possessory rzghts. What you. possese and what I own are eimply the"‘,e7

result of eternal--ever vary1ng adjustment. The 11ne between yours A

and mine runs here today and tomorrew there. There 1s but one sta—?fe
ble and correct def1n1t10n. That 1s yours wh1ch yeu des:re to take f

and hold for your own 1nterest and advantage that 1s mine. only whie'J

you are willing to permit*meato-controla.What:is mine-today is yeurf,j”_“ﬁ

tomorrow. You. run. the 11ne where you will between.my posse331one




favor--the keenne.s's..- or -b"iﬁn-tﬁe:ss;bff '-ybiifv--*éﬁnsci-:éhee: orthe fbré?@ﬂ*h” Rt

or narrowness of your v1ew of your own needs and interests..g;

ation will show it to be true.a.“

0f course,the flrst and most ev1dent subject of POSSession 18 RPN

one's own person.VWhatever else you may have a rlght to control one}

strength and sklll--whatever of power 1t possesses belongs to the

‘being which inhabits it. Yet it 1s only twenty-five years;=nay 1t

is not quite that mhny--31nce Amerlcan Chrlstain 01v1lizat10n as- feef_af

trol not only the body,but the braln the intelligence the soul of

anothers Forty years. ago the power of the whole government of the

United States was pledged under the most solemn sanetions to assertff'

preserve and ma1ntazn thlS doctr:ne. Then"YOu' would not permzt

some. malllons of the people_of this land to haveiany 'Mlne' at alloﬁf




‘Neither lands nor. goods nor clothes,nor labor ner body nor soul nor

wife nor chzld eould be held or clalmed agalnst your express denial

ed,felt or imagined came w1th1n the realm of “Mlne' to hxm. Why?

Simply because "You?® Soclety de31red and provzded that it Should be_r,if

so and my possesslons depend on your W111.,

But Slavery was. wrong you say. 'Soclety was’ 1n error.--The sys-:_}'

tem was barbarous,unjust, cruell""

No doubt,--but. Soc1ety is. the sole author and regulator of‘my I

possessions. I can only hold what 1t allowe me to hdve.;}

It restricts even my possees:on and,control of my.own body“-éf;
my personal powers and’ incl1nation at 1ts own w111 and pays no- heedff_;
to my assertion of ownershlp if it deszres part or all of what 1 muif
may have, It taxes all I heve and 1f I refuse to pay,dzvests at _
once my ownership and g1ves it to another. 'The pewer to tax,' aeeﬂ'

the courts have 1egica11y declared 1mp11es the power to dlvest. f'e;j:
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a soul and in some Btates of this unlon even yet 1nd1cts e 1f I

fail to pay and perhaps sells me to the hlghest bldder unt11 1t is .

paid. In other cases it cond1t1ons the hlgh przvilege of self-gov- e'ﬁ: ¢f

; x
lars to0ll,if you wish to. pass this way.F‘But I haven t got 1t L

reply. "No matter:you must pay your money or you cannot vote.r But o

I am poor,sick,oppressed.® "No matter liberty is for those who can~fq;f'”

pay~=redress for grlevances fbr those who offer glfts upon her al- o
tar."* Is it any wonder that 1n every State“f';f; .ef men are fbund.
who sell thelr votes? iﬁé State itself 1s the greatest corrupter of
the ballot and when it sets a prlce upon the voter s pr1v1lege sh&léb

it blame others for. engag1ng in the same traffic?

But. 19t us: 80 & lzttle farther in our5inquiry as to ownerahip.-,e'j;é




Certain men. who are accustomed to Parade the hlgh's°und1n8,self;as__%"

sumed ,undefinable title of pol1t1cal economlets are accustomed to jﬁ
tell us just how ownerehip,--the 1dea and law of property aroee..?ﬁ:nf*?
This is determlned with a solemn1ty whlch would be laugable 1f 1t vi ,

were not sad,by evolving from the:r 1nner consclousness the cond"“,e“v“"

ed scienece, declares with'unh331tat1ngvconfidence what.he terms nata.f'

ural laws concerning property and proceeds to defane in accordance ;.f i,

therewith the boundary betwlxt 'YOurs 1nd Mine.;u.%,e”




it for- those to worsh;p who seek for some rule of thrumb by which

the trouple of studyzng men and women and thelr environment. Not on-Qefei

ly is there no such'sciendewaéfpolltrcalmeconony;butwthere never_e"

will be=~there never can be. One mlght as well talk about a selence

One achieves bu31nees success by long'and 1abor1ous exertloh,anoth-n

er by practicing unlque and unremittzng economles and st111 another

felucea;but bvoth eucceed. Put the lugger-man on the felucea he

would fall,give themp1rate the 1ugger and he would probably starve.;ifﬂ_f

What is good“polacy for a bu31ness man depends on hzs env1ronment
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and his penébnal*queiitiée}-What is good pollcy for a natzon depends

,en 1ts condltlon at any part1cu1ar Juncture and the character of

Smith's sclence has done more to neutra11ze Thomas Jefferson § w1s~;li 

dom than any: other one element of the world's thought 31noe that

\

:"%s“ time.

7. selling them at -a high one: and 1nvesting the proceeds in New York
realty. The Vanderb11t wealth 1s eh1ef1y the result of stealing a
railroad,watering the. etock and hold1ng on to 1t untll even the wadfe“-o7°i

ter .congealed into. gold. Jay Gould has achleved his unrivalledftuc-{ff :5*;
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1ndividua1 success. So too,wzth nations the econom:cs which fail

withgone will succeed wzth ancther. It 1s not methods which are mosifffcff

important ,it is Men.

litlcal economy has become a th;ng to be laughed at and we. study pO’;'itv
litical history 1nstead. Then the very flrst step 1n trylng to uaet fq;"
wrest a valuable lesson cut of the hzstory of an’ epoch w111 be the
inquiry: *"What were these people lzke?'--the next"What were thelr .
econditions and enV1ronment?'--and befcre we th1nk of applying the.

same method to the cure of soclal or economlc ev1ls elsewhere we wi

will ask the farther quest:on,'Are the character1stics of tthpeopIC/




scientific method of soc1al or political evolut1on--no golden rule  ¥“4

of national prosperitys

e @M

ally control.

I call myself,perhaps the owner of a piece of land. wa did it B

from B,and B,from C,and so on to X. And X? Why X bought it from theg'  f%

United States, And the United States? Why th1s government obta:ned *5""3

England or France or 8pain or Mexicd. And that other government? Ah,_   f

God knows whence thezr rzght or t1tle came. Wé call it somet1mes éi
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‘dlscovery,sometlmes conquest sometimes settlement. In p1a1n Engllsh

ed is that a whzte Ghrlstaxn people have a dlvzne rlght because th

are Christain and white to take the land held and occupied by any -

by force or fraud and pareel it out among themselves as a rewards.{Le” e

fbr whiteness and c13111zat10n and 1f the former possessors object S

or resist to kill them. In this way you w111 soon acqulre title to
that wellxwatered and especlally valuable portzon of the qlouz Res—
ervation which lies. about Pine R1dge Agency,and whzch 1s made all
the more valuable by a lzttle-blood sprlnkled on the most barren
spots. It seems a rather curious doctrlne bux what right can a wﬂré.e

shipper of a dusky Messiah have whieh 1nterferers wlth the 1nterest

At any rate it is evident that devisor obtained title from .




that lies under it and all that shlnes over 1t to have and to hold
a8 long as grass grows and water.runseas the-Old 1ndéﬁtﬁréé-ﬁave it,

subject nevertheless to such conditions as you.may see fit to iEP

incumbrance. My title is a rlght to control,modlfzed by an 1ndeterm-'ifef;

inate contingent.,
As we have. seen,you dlmlnzsﬁ my rlght gzﬁgi_by takzng from it. |
by taxation just as much as you des:re._YOu say you have the r1ghtT
to do this because government seeures me 1n my rlght and 1t is fair
that I should help pay the expenses of Government. But you--that is

Society, 1mposes other duties on me. You say you shall support your




ute we demand,® RS

This is your will. and whatever I c1a1m to possess I hold sub“

T

Jeet to it. It 1s a*theory--a notlon--a hypothesis that I or some

Tl

one for me has assented to. thlB. What 1s the sense of imagining an- 'f°' ;'

absurdity to account for a self-evident fact. It is so because you

will it to be s0 and that is- enough.;I may persuade you to modlfy

: /

it hnxaud‘Nbut that will-be-=beeause*you*wf§$;to doasQ-ﬁnot.beesusef"7 U

possession at all,except through your wxll snd wzsh. It is eonceiv—-'-7'--7--"=
able of course, that there may havefbeen a time when there was but

one man in all the world and he may be sald to have owned the earth,s

is somethlng more than mere p0389391on enjoyment. We all of us en— o

Joy the sunshine but none of us own it--;et, Gome of us would enjoy f_s"g




enjoying it except by our permission. That 1s what we mean by own—.V

ership--exclusive possession and control--the right to d1spossess“'s‘

and exclude others.

And this right, 11ke personal llberty is the product of c1vili-iff“iﬁ

zatzon,progress development-mnot a result of barbarzsm. The prime-:”

val man was the victim 6f despot:sm. The fxxthnx father controlled_!g?)i{

sweet and poetic to those who never felt thelr restrlctzons. Out of-opjf*

it grew clanship. The right to possess was all the tzme restrlcted ;;:_..

to the will of the ch1ef the patrlarcfthe head of the clan. Strange-'“

as it may seem,it is 01v1112ed and complex soclaty whloh has devel-fful"‘

oped individualism bothpin'ps{sonfand.property,-Itﬂla a’negl?ctfof,

this fact which has made 8o méhf of the s-péc:u"-at.ion.uﬁon th:.s sub-

ject delusive and vis:onary. After all the rssult is not so surprlss '




ok

ended,the right of propertv began. 01v11izat10n has extended the

limit by restr1ct1ng the exerclse of the 1nd1v1dua1 power to dlsp -:.

8€sSs.

nest and the law authorlzes me to remove the 1ntruder 1n its name

and if he resists the woe be on hlS head. Nay the representative ofu-“

but forbid him to enter. This ie not the result of any. natural in= sl
herent primeval right, but a consequence of your exaltation Qf my 1n_;'

d1V1duality.




with your right as a mnlt1tzde we f1nd at once that the power to  :"

create implies always the power to destroy. You create the right 6?

demand--and to whatever extent they shall requzre.*-'

Government is always admlnistered for the advantage and bene- -

it of the governing power. Somatzmes we hear a great deal about L&

*guvernment for the sake of“theagoverneda':lt-1s-a-dolusion. It.13w

self-interest,. leerty--the rights of the 1ndiV1dua1--the prnrill.etga'i

~of the atom--are chiefly the result of.counter-balanxing oppression:f




Sometimes a monarch has ylelded something to popular demand for'

aid aga1nst a- rlval. More froquently the despot has been forced to

or two contending privileged classes have competed for advantage by“e_:l}
offering new prlvileges to the people. While the monarch is 1;1:«95'=
governing power the nation 1s adm1n1stered 1n the interests of dy-'?yi
nastic power, Whatever con06331ons.are made to the 1ndividual in-';}i

terests of the masses, is for the sake of perpetuatlng power.unynas-dffﬁl”:

8till applies., The interests of that clasa e1ther present or pros-jlxgpfl"

Pective,dom1nate and control its actlon. Tt is only when thl whole_g;grf-d

the 1nterest of the governed becomes the controll:ng motlve 1n leg- e

1slatlon in Jur;sprudenee 1n adm1n1stration. ﬁfkf
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As soon as the people become actually and conscloﬁsly'the con-“-fff:

trolling power, the real conflict between Yours and M1ne begzna. In—;;f'ff

div1dua11y,your enV1ronment 1s the same as m:ne. Your yesterday has

been eubstantially the same . By 1nher1tance and enV1ronment we are _of;ﬂ}

alike, I may be poor,you may be r1ch I may be black,you may be

white; I may be bad,yoﬁ of course wzthout flaw. Yet what I am today
‘become indlvidually o

it is possible you may e tomorrow. In deflhlng the boundary be- f777?‘f

4

its of your own privilege or posseesion tomorrow. My safety 1138 in

your love of your self. I am safe becausc you dare not choke your

children, This is the way and the ohly way_th“t Naturc def1ncs

rlght. God's earthly juet1ce to man worke'nl? through man e fear of

his fellows.




rivetted. chrlstazn slavery 1n the nzted States was a thousana .i:,__:

fold more horrlble in 1ts character 1n 1860 than in 1820.-Yet the ?!3*””‘

conscience--the impulse of Justice slumbered e What.aroused it?

One men standlng in, the capltol of Illinois touched the masterqgf  f

key of enlightened self1shness and made you the foes of SIavery--” :
S u/f3 .
tion cannot exist half-free and half—slave. were thw words w:th
which Abraham LGcoln stlrred.the natlon to decree ult:mately its
extinction. Their truth flashed 1nstant1y upon every hearer s m1nd='”

',J

made it wholly fres,

It is often said that & many-headed tyrant is worse than a sin  o |

gle handed one, Men have asserted that oppress1on 1s more to be _;]_"”'E




ture lies on-the s:de of popula? control. A thousend devices to

1imit and restrict it by some sort of 1ndirect1on are put forth as'j"

specifics for present 1113. It 1s absurd. Not only reason but expe“7f'
rience teaches that oppression and 1njust1ce come always from the

few,never from the many. The world has come to admit the truth

an adage which has become ax1omatic s1nce our government was found-fjfpp;jﬂ

ed that no single man is as wlse as all men--nobody can ever be as |

wise as everybody. Nobody knows the needs of a people as well as

the people themselves. The man who weurs the shoe knows best where f-J

it pinches,

than any one individual: member of the communlty h@t it is also truo;;f

Lk

that no man is as just and true to the 1nterests of a people as the“f:ﬂéig,

people themselves,if theY are only conscious of the:r Power and a—;ff_'7“7

wake to the necesszty of its exerc1se. The ev11s of self governmenyifpﬁi‘ 




or from neglect of h1s politxcal duty..
The changes made in the posztlon of the 11ne whieh separaﬁes;ffs;

"Yours from Mlne,' 1ndicates most clearly the fact that.selfhgov5wi'

ernment is the only guarantee that the 1nterests of the governed'fwj'

will ever constitute the real motive of government.-

One hundred and six years ago the People df COnnectzout in the'ju-“-j

exercise of thelr newly-establlshed self-governlng power f1rst of

all peoples in the world decreed that they would malntain out of

‘the revenues of the State a system of schools open to all the oh1l-@f<-sf

dren of the State. ThlS 1nnovataon aroused a great exc1tement. Thoelppj,l

were being underm1ned by thls revolutzonary proposal. It was dese oﬂff,ﬂ

troylng,people said, the fundamental ?1ghts of property on the sa»_5j_if-‘f




.of the opponents

terial change in the- relatzon of Yours and M;ne._Up to that time it t*fu¥

had been an accepted theory of government that my right of propertyﬂ?[]tf

could only be d1m1nished by taxatlon for the sake of’maintazning
the government, Of course thls theory was 1ibera11y construed and
the support of the government meant the support dlrectly or iudzrecff?.
ly of the governing classes.-oo too taxat1on for the support of the;uﬂ

the poor,,so far as xhs;prexlntx to prevent starvatlon at 1east wasﬁ

idesa of taking mcney out -of one man s pocket to educate another

man's child was a proposlt1on absolutely paralyzzng to the well-in-:tm

formed conservative student of politlcal affazrs., One of the sign TR

rage should fznally be consummated it would have been better for
the people of the Colonies to hayeﬁremalned under the rule o'

Britain. It was_takl
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righ to give to the poor,from the thrzfty to benefzt the ?POBdthrif-gf: |

ciety and enganger the 1iberﬁiig of our ch1ldren. So they said to
every one who had any earthly posse851ons,'We w:ll take as much as.;,i;

we need of what you possess to- educate the chlldren of the 1ess for'ffl“v

‘tunate,the less 1ndustrious,perhaps even the less worthy,--slmply

because our need of it -is greater than yours..\

One by one other States followed the same lead. Three years

later it became a central idea of the Act by wh1ch the Northwest
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versity in which freemen were educated for many a confl1ot of liber'm;fff

ty yet unfought. -

But the public school could never fihd foothold in the domalnhf""

of Slavery., Not unt11 equallty of political rlght had been asserted.a_;fﬁ

was it deemed necessary 0T adv1sab1e to educate even the poor whzte”_-. E

man., And so far as the colored man--the laws of flfteen chrlstazn

States of the American- Un1on made 1t a felony to teach a colored

and the absence of wh:oh the South owes the woes of rebellzon and

the lurid wave of barbarous 1njustice whzch has followed in the _ffﬁ'e:u;

wake of that. great sin and slaughter.




a-testimony of the w1sdom of the people of Connscticut 1n shiftzng

the bound ary between 'Yours and Mlne,' a 11ttle farther over towaiff-;ﬂ
me; just as the condztlsn of Ireland and the blackness whlch over-

whelms the 'submerged Tenth of Darkest England",ls a cont1nu1ng tesal'r
timony that the few ars not W1ser than the many. It was not untll

1868 that the controlllng oligarchy 1n England would consent to

move the line betw1xt mlne and thlne so as to secure education by

public taxation, | | |

It was only a few years afterwards when France under the im—

now become - part and parcel of en11ghtened governmsnt and 1n all civf:i

ilizednatzons the edncatlon of the snt1re people and the care and ;f""




) upon every man s possess:.ons. S

Even in war th1s princ1p1e prevails.tsfﬁ-"

Sherman's men at Raleign.

e e e P

nothing from mo--nothing that 1s mzne without renderzng mo an equiv;"

alent. Yet twenty-three years ago you took fromocerta1n people who u'if

were citizens of the Unlted States two bzllions of dollaro worth of;t7"

gave not one penny in return. And thlS you did not because of any o

crime they had comnitted for tho law imposed no suoh penalty not

because the property was needed for tho pub11o use but just because__-ff5o

you thought it wrong and dangerous to your liberty that men should
bought ' : -




=___g:a.rd to the wlllﬁor wish of

', simp1y because you choi":

~ certain property of the debtor from executzon foruhis creditor:sd:;

behoof. : ﬁ P






