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agedy of Johnst.own."‘ The’ jury of in-|

ﬁﬁest have made presentment that *“the

owners of the dam,” the insufficlency off
which resulted in the death of ten- thou- d

und people, are * responsible” for this

Neted slanghter., That ends  it.
The dead are dead, and those whose bod- i
fes were recovered are buried. Why

‘4hould there be anything more? The

press ‘report very carefully siates that.

even ** this verdict was a great surprise.”’

And yet it was a polite verdict—very
pohto. It used no names; made no refer-
‘ence to overwhelming disaster; hinted ‘at
“po crime. It merely declared ‘that one
‘woman had died; that the causeiof her

death was Dot apparent; that an inquest|

 Was necessary, and ‘‘the owners were
- responsible.’ How * responsible '? Who
are the owners? How did they incur
. responsibility? Were ‘the waste-gates
" taken out of the dam, or purposely and

~knowingly obstructed? The grand jurors
!a.re alt.oget.her too ‘well bred” to answer |-

such xmpemnent questmn.s. Do they
mean by * the owners*’ those holding the
fé& or the lessees? What silly’ questions!

" Does the State own the dam, of did ‘the
title pass by gift to the corporation which'
owns the State—the Pennsylvania . le-
" road Company? Did the fishing-club con-
 tract to keep the dam in repair as-lessees,

‘~a_nd did- they knowingly and cwillfully |

| obstruct or destroy: t.hegvastergatea? .Whoe
: wse-who cares? Noti the polita cor-

Lan 1 ) surviving. Every
-4 for nicre tha.n a mont.h the resources
| 6f-the greatest news-gathering agency of

‘the world-have been taxed to the atter- |
most to satisfy the greed of the American |
people for knowledge of the calamity,

Telegmphers and correspondents’ by the
hundred have 'been on the spot. The
1 details of the recovery and removal jof the
i hodloa and the wreckage have ‘been- given

) owners”? “When and by w‘hom weréthe|  ©
wube-ga.tes -obstructed? ‘How .did *“the} -
'. ownors" become “reap(mslble“? The .y

‘these matters Why was the t.eatimon“

: t,hi_s ailenee?

How MHARY resdera of the Boston, New:

-

of &

mmnteness. Yeb DOW.. t.hat :

R

+ WHoe they may be, are: xich and: power-_ﬂ !

: fﬁihtﬁnt.they,ownraih'mdsmdtelegmphs -

| and possibly newspapers,. too—all this hady -
do+with the /strange 'ilenco‘;

b Y & ’etailed dofensa of the aporting- 5
club whio hod control of the dam. ; Beyond [

' inot Yéported? Thé manager of the Asso- |
o ciated “Press himself was on:thé spot, - Hej
|- has & dcent as_keel 88 a bloodliound’s- for|
! hews. Why did he ot give the’ world| -
thé:testimony taken before this—the most). .
jmportant inguest ever: heid? ' Stfange, |
i isn't {t?  Every- reader in’ thé United|
States would Have pemsed the &t mth
- avidity; but no eye-outside of the military-|
- ]jnes at Johnst.own saw 1t. ‘What-coald; -

Bt
T

“York “or Chicago papers: ¥new that anf. .
: ".:in'ueut was being held at all?2 In thep
: ’fime ‘s score of inquests: in other| -
»ly a single death occurred; |
T reported, ‘but of this phe- 1
nal- inquiry_as to the cause- of al-
uh; edin the annals of P
ot one word reached j

- asklng tha: Questions : % Who Weré respOn-
! - 4iple o the. slsnghter? ‘What mn the| "
have bo say about ‘this holocaus of




* leonid not but e ‘ i
' Jowners' " feelings fomicide is & Dasty; i
squea.kmg synony A_i htt.le be?;ter L

R 4 vefdict of “not gmlty”

- lout. Manslaughter is hardly Ay bettér.

| thian i Anglo—Sn.xo

i sidea embraced in mur'der.

. -ofmamsnottraceable—-“ theactof God!”’.

A1t also is horribly. coatge, and, takemj -
ki connection mt.h,ten ihousand wa.t.er- T
" - |soaked forms and. blnned i
ﬁ“balls, it hag:d. ghast %uggestive ess’ thab SRR
pleasgiit to: gl

ven worse, for it ma include the uglier Lo

o Itmstrangeths]uryofinqneat-did not R
| a1l back: on: that beautiful .phrase where-| - .-
_ || With thé common law Tecords the fact: off -
-;mddena.ndvxolentdeathinwhcht.hehand a

velér stricken by a thnnderbolt fa
stark a_nd bla'ﬂ:kened ‘corpe - by X

t.hishecafomb' ﬂt,the cloud barst, T SR
' ea.ning oi‘the d.ls- BN

_ dealmg force held in check by t.he dam=-
© the dam withotut outlet ‘or wa.st.e-gnt.e!
. It. was not God’s act, but nian’s} _Wha.b

ALY

o onthe_ “ crowner’s quest H in Hood’s poem

J

undred feét long, Behind -

ks the. jury of inquest. - What ‘man’s)

t.? Why, f*the owners’ ", “Aht Then‘“

The Johnstown itiguest. mlght at least q

Ihave _d_i_vxded the- responsibillty, and nor.s-i

warned at high noon, and at five o clock i

' m the aftemoon were yet carelessly loiter- i

huge barrier seventy feet| e

lkely to burst.. - Nay, they' were T




ist eded " . ©
S hold in check the t.hi‘éa.taning’ food;) -~
T _.,'how large the: waste-gites shonld be'to] .-

- give gifety to the valley belo‘ )
might be madetowork_anto_ 18

; ed that the engineer was asleep So -
fa.r 45 He is concernéd there 18 no- hesi- .
in ﬁnding that the dea.tl; of t.he .

Tefe 8 an aceident ins oal miney o o 7 - "'|that inen trembls wheit it i, imputed. to|
y. men. are buried. in. a single shaftc .0 Lt L e T The parént used o motrn resign.
.. L \ y ‘his:smitten oﬁ‘ ay ;

" ‘-"“-throng=h the- cm_ni_nai negleet of the subi
ordina.te : The owners? They were rec~ \

disease. - Men, women and ¢chilj
kdren die Of typhug and. kindred dlseases :

' tended neglect they e . on]y‘ respon- _t-j R
isiple.” _

triot.
P" '5<hé: who slays by wholesa.le,






