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The relation. of the colored voter of the ..,outh to the govern—.' FaSE

It is in.-faet a part: eff that. larger qﬁeétlén ~Whlc}‘1 runs %throug.h all
our history--through all:the world's hls:tory 1ndeed,--thr1gh1-,o 5
one man- or class. of merr to: contr&l th_ewactlom and dest;.ny é:ﬁ-’- al.'mth,”'n_-'
er man or class of men.: When S;u"c_kg-vslﬁcl’gli-t-_—-: ex_lstsandhm’f : far‘ltma;
" .extend,are questions which -de’p’e‘nda on & multlpllcl'byofconsa.dera- -
.'st1ons,prom1nent ameng . which -are: the: purpose of the cl‘ass seek:.ngﬁt,.o.jt."
. exXere isc)\.c ontrol. and the -%cﬁarﬂaﬁg-fbj:;e::r:f--_ﬁ_;f'—j theclasssought _.;:b;ség-;b;?_ subor.-.
dinateds T o S - _ . V

- In-comparing the Amerlcan Ncgro wl‘oh the ';;:.1';
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wped o States, certain. facts;




hundred- yea“s of Amerlcan llfe and opportunlty. The sunplus ef at
least three- generatlons -and - the experlence and unrestrlcted eppor-f;_f
tunity of many moreage?te make up;hzs-&ﬂherltancetfﬁom?the:paSt;The “

Negro inherits only. 1gn0rance,peverty and‘the weeful memory of“unu

of native Amerlcansawlth;whom-hefcgngétga1l;ﬁg1rly;bgggempéred;ln_f::
intelligenceandeprogreSSaié;fhe iaﬂdi?ésﬁﬁééwihiféiﬁépﬁlﬁtiéﬁ;ofﬁuf?
the -South. Even with :them. sumh compérlson 1s manlfestly un;ust.wa ;
Poor as these may: have been, hey were rzch 1n.comparlsen wlth the .
newly-~freed slave; ana 1gnorant as they were“tﬁe opportunitles fhat
epeﬁed before them were a thousand fold better than the.Regro.haé ;”
engoyed. Yetyino compar1son Wlth these,no competent observer w111
deny that -the pregress of the Hegro durlng the twenty-four years bf

even limited: opportanzty Wthh the race has en;oyed has been 1mmene¢-

iy greater ~than-that: ef thelr whlteAcompeers. Probably flve tlmes

: :-su:f;.;la.x:'gg.e;;a. . pro:




timony-of" the Supérlntendents of Educatlon 1n those states 1s toi;&i"
the effect. that- they have 1ncreased faf.mererapldlﬁ 1n 1nt3111§m1J”
gence, When we- recéll the fact that the avérgge rate of wages 6f:;5
the farm laborer: througheut the Seuth 1s hardly ten dollars a mentﬁg
that the average. number of days the publlc scheols are 6fan 1ﬁ |
those states 1s 1ess than. one hundred nef annum,and that‘a great
nortxon~ofnthasgregm6h e&en"thesefimmltedgopﬁortuﬁltiesaarévlnaéees&a B
ible-to a: 1arge number of the.facerlt seéms llttle.less thén a ﬁlf-t“
acle: that.one=sixth-of thém are able tewreéd and writé that 1n oﬁe‘;t
county.oef Sou+h Cavﬁllﬁa thére-érc‘more~blécksuthan”Wh1t§s-who.oan- .
read their ballots and ih tLe.state of Kentucky fewer black than

conditions 1is any test of rac1al canaclty,the Amerlcan Negro need

not fear. cemparlson wwth any race that ever 1nhab1ted the globe.

. As a 1aborer 1t is: unquestlonaﬁle that he very greatly excels,=

aﬁndnatrxﬁandﬁemﬂzcipheu




most all the great tobacco countlcs ef the South have de01ded color-}nfiﬁﬁ
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ed maaorltles. A recent canvass of the 1ead1ng wood and 1ron estab- e
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llshmnnts of the South made by a promlnent Jeurnal 0f that sectlon,
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shows that the negro is preferrcd as a common laborer by a maJorlty

of thcm,and is 1argely employed as a skllled laborer 1n certaln

branches.

It is clalmed that he is 1ncapable of self—gevernment by rea-' ."”'
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son of hls 1gnorance. ThlS reason would,apply Wlth equal force to o




tlon 1n the government because he dees n@t so much neod protectlon
in hlS rlghts. But even thls argﬁﬁenﬁ is not necessary to show the

af

1n51ncer1ty of thls clalm 31nce the educated Negro 1s regarded by
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the South,is usually a- d1v151on of the voters of both"races betwecnf_
thegtwo;great'pbllticalxpariles;wThisuls!JﬁStlmnat"theMDQmoc?agy-ofl;'
the South does not:want and does its utmost to prevent.-A prominent
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SOuthernxjournaifrecenm1y3deélaréagihatxﬁexfLtogtha,cbhmfalgofﬂthé

states by a purely Negro maaenlty,the worst thlng that courd hapaen ,'ahﬁ

a SRR
w~uld be af d1v131en of the Southern Whltes 1nto two great partzes)




to hold meetlngs engage 1n polluzcalldlscu351ons have a,“whlte mans j'74*?

“only divide upen’ publlc questlonS’but would be able to compel rec-'ff?f“i 

ognltlon and respeet from all partles.fhe obgectlon to hlm,ls not

as he mlght de31re to cépture or?be able to purchase. The pos:tlon_[

cf the "wh:te-l1ne" Democvacy o

the individual but of the collectlve rlght of the whlte race to dom-' 

1nate the colored man agalnst hlS wzll._ lavery,"_as a promlnent |

.¢=~

H1351551pp1 Journ¢1 recently declared,“was 1ntended solely to pro—w:'

mote the comPort and a







the race-issue in pollt cs has for 1ts aim the pecnnlary advantage

and personal gratlflcat1on of the uhlte rae in those states regard’

less of the 1nt9rests or desvres of the colered man.»The ultxmate -

i -L‘-?'*?“".—w 5

narpose of the movement is to keep the Negro'dependenﬁ'and hexpleésf-

in order that the white man may have his serviees as a laborer upon

as nearly on a level with the conditionS-of slaVenyfés]pOSéi:"'

s slavery kept the Negro 1gnorant in order tnat he m1ght be if"j -

Y cnjoy the fru1ts of his labor.
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OnlJ onea thlnt ill raise

SO qulckly as the thouﬂhu of th

PRy

the c1tlzen and that is tne fﬂar of hlS em1gnat10n.,notb1ng w111

stir public indignation S0 surely in any Southern,communlty\as;ﬁheaj_
advent of an emigration agent. In Novth Carollna a few months ago,

the 1eglslature was petltloned to mahe the sollcltatlen_of labore"s e

10 go. to another .
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colered laborer®;in other: words;compelled the offer of higher wages .
and the making of contracts more favorable to the laborér. In Miss= -
issippi within six months,théﬁhéﬁginglbffé?g@i@fé@ ?réééhé?ﬁhéé:“
‘been reported in the public preéé;’f*”"‘> :

of *the most respEctabiefgeﬁtigmﬁﬁ;cfftwéfﬁoﬁnﬁiés_fbék=éi?a§£;ﬁ%a?ﬁinj&;
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the only reason alleged for the act beéing that he had Toccasionmed -

the Negroes to go to Arkansas by the promise of better wages." The

course tngrgventghggrgwdamingtiéngfitfig{Wé11 to*?eﬁéﬁﬁér,thaﬁﬁit.“:#
was the opposition:of the Southern Democracy which Tirst compslled -

the ﬂegro,tOTvotecsolialy;rqr;hisﬂéﬁn prb£ee$i¢n;ffhe-ywhiﬁg,iinéxyf

Demucracy}0pposédgthegéhﬁranahiéém@ht,qfeihéfﬂegﬁo{iﬁ$féiea'that”he .




should mot be allowed to serve on a jury or testify against a white
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man even in assertion of.his.OWn'rightifhey“éhacﬁed-for'him_iﬁrgoﬁe»;_"

states)gPter hlS emhnclnatlon,a speclal penal cede nhoseb severlty '_*

e
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wo“st Ieatures of slavery vnder the prctence of reﬂulatlng labor

and prov1d1ng for the publlc peace. It uas to reszst such 0pen and
avoved opp051tlon to hlS engoyment of the pr1V1leges of fhe cltl-F-"L

zen tbat the Negro necessarlalv becume a pollilcal un1t. That her
has contlnued s0 is a natural_rcsult of 1nvete

hostlllty to hls

e + e e e

quarte“ of a century o? freedom.has becn for the Negro a- constant

' battle for
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equallty—-glven the same recognztlon that whlte mcn of equal 1nte1-
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in tke maJorluy at the Horth.Of course,as 1ong as ffj@

ennd with practlcal dlsfranchlsement whether by open v1olence or

st rlpped fromhalmost-as qulckly as they Were conferredAlready 1n .

one state at least he is p“OhlbltEd from organlzlng

s:s*&nee—&n—epéef to secu?f,better terms as: a laborer)'fhat too 1n‘ 5 

the face of county organlzatlons of emﬂloyers who flx a mBYIHMHIOf

R :.

other S serv1ce. That a 1oss 1ntelllgent race shoul@ vote soladly

”hen thclr eSuabllshed constltutlonal rlghts are thn subgect of peﬁL"'

,81stent ‘a tack b?f“;”l




power uhlch the landownlng class alrays has over the landless labore.f

er,is not ovly natural but 1n the hlghest degree credltable to thexn/” :-*
stamnna and 1nte111gence.

It is also sald thau ehe Hegro has p”oved hlS 1ncapaclty for _ ?s'h5

self-government. haytl and San Domlngo are the stock arguments of "
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the negrophoblc renress1onlsts. They are unquestlonably terrlble ;:s"”'

examsles of renres31on earrled pasﬁ-theﬂlimlt of-safétY—aﬁd“fesultﬁls

1ng ih overwhelmlng eV1l. But the hlstory of Negro rule 1n Haytl
w1th all lts smalu>has been no verse than that of Spammsh rule 1n

Cubaj aad the massaere of San Domlngo vas. only a feeble 1m1tatlen B

k.ai: ','
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tlces the lessons hlS superlors have taught.
‘ E g e oot FA durlng

It is asserted too that 1n.the brlef perlod Uhlch the Negro N




1876. When it began the Negro had been free but three years. He had
the advantage “hefther of edueatlon nor eiperlenee. Yet the recoﬂd o
=':'o:E’ that elght years 1s not éo bad as.one would expect fromethe ex;?

amples set before h1m and the wrliw?;;%"had sufferefthn the flrst:}=

placé he"manlfested ﬁ&ftTQT?f;?;f%j*“”ffnofeplrlt of revenge. The

ballot-box’ because of ﬁff5;;ﬂart101pat10n in rebelllon. A maJerlty:.
_of the riew statej governments refused to follow thls lead and open--’

ed the door £6 the excluded classes. In eomparvsen Wlth thls the

‘system of leglslatlve fraud upon fhe ballot 31nce 1naugurated seems;j |

the way to the ballot-box no seoner reached 1t than they took pos~~

se331on by force declared the ballot to be thelr exclu31ve prlvi-.

Legeyand: i‘enced th' eut ~wlth e




s1si shows them to be the superlor race. ;m';,

very Capltol in Jhlch her lzg}slators mﬂeﬁégepresents an  ;@:f'
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whack!.n Thls uholesale V1olat1on and subver51on of 1aw they now 1n~*'

steal of toa mllllon dollarﬁ‘her lobylsts take rank Wlth her states? ;_3"

men; her state government 1s the most cumbrous and costly In the ;'*

vnlon,and 1t is doubtful 1f 1n the same elght yeals of her hlstory R
durlng the Negro s probatlonary term as a cltlzen. :_““;'

But 1f falluve to admlnlster thn flnanclal affalrs of the

PRy h.




r,thét were‘accéﬁ 1ig e

‘who marched’ from.Ohlo to Washlngtonﬁkia Atlénta and Gharleston,dld

not see as many publlc school-houses On thelr whole course ‘as’ mlghf‘nf““"

u-gg,_-

be found in anY‘county of anyaﬁtatesfrom whxch they came. The “nlgw:ﬁ

ger governments“ of 1868 for the flrst tlme made the publlc-school Qf j.?

system an- 1n+egra1 part of the fundamental 1aw eﬂ~those states They'_*-

:'establlshed equallty and unlformlty of taxatlon and*overthrewwa;%aﬁs fo;

‘barousg and bloody penal system whlch Was a dlsgrace to Amerlcan clv;w;'"’

ernnent or lts equlvalent 1n most of the states they abollshed all
"propcrty quallflcatlons for voters and,thereby actually cmanclpa--f
ted thousands s men who afterwards*repald thls klndness Wlth the

'shotugun or the lash'“ -
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‘that s Uperior. L






