ONE MAN'S NOTIONS.

3"616 i&;; ';:“ “ e
It is not meant by thzs title to 1ntimate that the thoughts
‘t+hat may be expressed in this column from time to tlme belong to ;;; ;;§;
the author by right of d1scovery,much less that they are hlS 1n con?f }f?
tradistinetion to others. It has no flavor of 'one Hmn,power;
| which monarchy makes the test of- security,nor.of that phenomenai
excellence on which Matthew - Arnold- based the perpetulty of the
*hlessed re-nant,? to whom the world. is to look “““ for salvat1on fromp-
the quicksand of mediocrity. | RIS
Indeed, the right of d1scovery,1s alﬁost a:n‘ertérh a8 tenufeulﬁ: l

the realm of thought as in the material world. In its moral aspect 5-' 7

it is perhaps a little better grounded. Bv what ethlcal prlnclple

f'dus_f.rfk
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'sis prineiples of international law which boasts itself as "the

fundamental law of ChriSiéiﬁ:Ciﬁiiizéiidﬁ@f §eﬁhé?s;thé-feaédhfit*:“
is restricted by accepted def1n1t10n to “Chizsta1n" ciVlllZation,lé';":
that no other clvillzatzon ever found 1t neceséary t0 - 1nvent a falsc-..
hood to0 conceal its real motive@ Barbariam! takes vhat 1t wants bev |
cause it wants it,not clalmlng the act to be rzght or otherw:se jus;_ , -

tifiables "Christain® civilzzat:on seeks to make the Almlghty the S

sponsor of its infamoaa by falsely Pretendmg that /‘fe is the 1nst1- R

gator of its acts. and a"partner 1n the plunder of the weak. By the

L
same specious reasoning,by. Wh1ch the so-called 'rlght of dlscovery,l

tions of Chr1sta1n'~nation.aregtOTbeﬂwa--’~

that whatever a strong,civ1lized people WlSh to do,as regards a

weak or uncivil“zed- One:thai—they—have~a rlght to do."mhls sanctl-_ fj'“f‘

zatlon.ilgl




ed and very securely-StofediW}f SR

Like ballast,tod,coﬁ#iéfibn"iﬁ.aﬁaﬁéfitséif;is watﬁiésé;TA§a:_ f

cident may indeed make-it;valﬁébléi'1£ ﬁ?§ bé,é-meféhéﬁtébié}éégiéf".w 
cle at the port of entry or one 'tha"jk‘. have- t-b"i--iiéir‘" f‘orits -iiéz‘hovéi.* In
short whether conV1ctions are a good or bad ballast dapends upon

the quality of the’ conviet ons. If they are worked out of the rock L

of experience and taken aboard W1th sweat and groans and tears,theyfi S

can usually be relied on to hold the craft on its intended course. 

It is for this reason that so many Who start out ballasted

with convictdons down to. the water-line,come 1nto port so llght andff




Lrows everrthing with a ipste 1ron cer a1n+y,ib not only an unpleas S

ant but a darigerous i&npanion. He is atvrntily running into scma

lighter and prett1er craft because so heavily laden he does not o

cost of a supernumerarv convict1on. -_ﬂfi‘s»vaﬂvf“:'“

I+t is for these. reasons that I feel convznced that no one w1ll_f

take me for a young man.“I ‘am: loaded down W1th 'Notlons,but have
not many convictlons.-What I have are immutable as convictlonsii'7f
should be. I do not say that the;\are right. I have learned too.
well the lesson that only One is r1ght and glven to 1o man to declﬁiu.

or apply the rule of eternal rectztude by which human souls are .

*~iwl£ethlca1 rules are. but aiprox-;_;ﬂ;-}




%‘M\mo—m
placed. The few candit:ﬁns which are left,out of the cargo with

which I set out, ymay not indeed be correct but they cannot be - dls-"f

tled and hardened about ribs and keel. To them the ship owes what-:fi ff 

gver of sea~worthiness it has. Yet even they may drag it down.”v'

If I were at all 'up with the t1mes, even 1f I had no conv1c-v~ f”

who has no convictions ought at least to have some theorxes. As yhef_; ;”

faet of hav1ng *Notions®. proves the wrzter 1s not young,so the ac-r’?'

ede Thought is of little moment in these days unless it is snugly o

woven into theory. The reason is not far to seek. The nﬁn\Who 13

ballasted thh convictions naturally and easily makes sail with the*“'

OFY. st ‘nature demands K Qmﬁtv;h&pa_1919319@:;@.&:1@ JLofs] lt ive which eas 1-_._._1'1':__[__ L




A man- who relies on a. newspaper for knowledge has time only for the} L

most cohcentrated statements of fact. Amtheory can be put into a

nutshell=~almost into a mustard seed. It is as aastt: to take as 8- o

tee his econclusions to be. . correct what right has ha to- think and

especlally'whatfright*has he-to'expressghis-thqughtjupcngtha~pr;nyj- Mi“

Ah, theories are: Such beau‘biﬁzl thingsuuso eagy tO make and 30 AT

-]

hard to oberthrow.wg man. well-ballasted.with conV1ctions has only
Cae

to take on a deck-load of theor1es to be iﬁpervious to reason as a j,ﬁ‘;




not

faneye. How many theorles has the world known for the reconstructlan ;'J

of society upon a new and and better plan the reorganization of

which man may travel-fromﬂthe:cradle toﬂjpa;grave,wiﬁhoutﬁmakingj“_' |

one misstep or'striking.dnde histﬁot*aBéiﬁstfé'éﬁdhe*bf436§idw3fAﬁ_j:':

beautiful - theorias whose shapely lines the waves and tides of hnman;?9f 

affairs have strained and warped to ghostly gapings and whose gos-w*f"

samer sails the: stormes of passion have torn and the tears of dis-'f

appo1ntment have~blaaahedh Ona cannot snaak 1ight1y of such sweet




‘avay in the garret. where. the useless lumber of the past is stored
the thousands of beautlful Utopias of which men have dreamed and 1nf“ ”

which they bel:eved,which are now alas,ae useleee and ridlculous asfjf

How the world laughe ae it looks beck upon Locke s theory of ey
L”
a Republie! Yet how eagerly and gravely thouaqnde gaze upon the far

less practical scheme which Bellemy borrowed from a still remoter

in the aggregate is a terrible 1conocleet. While individuals are

gazing in rapt admiration on their own pet schemes for the extinot

on grinding in the mire. beneath their grimed and bloody feet the

glittering. fragments of yesterday s enchanted palaces of mallennual




mire of absolute and d’efi-naﬁl-é'éxpé'ri'ené*e'.-‘ It f’ras-»' "éa"iudwd"f‘ ?af gféét e
naturallst that if one gave him but ‘a tooth of an extinct species,

he could reconstruct the entlre antmal. The tendency of mankind is f}«

always to build a Megorhaurian theory upon a single molar of hypoth_ i' '

esis. The result is that by and gy an army of.‘ barefoeted comnomplac B

facts come along’ tramples the airy structure in the dust and we won'*ijﬁf

der what it was that so dazzled our eyea a moment befbre. Thaories ' 1-V7

are like soap~bubbles;not many have the akill and patlence to blow

them successfully. When the sunsh1nes not too warmly and the air is [ER

not stirred by a zephyr,they.nxl-shine'with uﬁparalelledwbrilliancy'f
But nobody invests in them.or puts any faith in their stability.ﬁe

know of what they are made,-—rainbows without and stale breath with

- in. They are fairy. realms where dreams may dwell but too frail even'“"

to bear the fantastic foor of hope. __;@4<53§};_55-Q}ffg£€;';$7 

vl Theories obscure the past as well as the futura. Foe a“long




has proceeded flar on the voyage of life
The trouble with soclal,political and religious theories 1s,

that they cannot be tested 11ke sc1ent1fzc ones. One cannot make a

working model of a republie,or test a new ache e of social organi--frff’"

zations Even if such an attempt is made it is well nigh.impossibla‘ 
to tell where the responsibllity for failure lies.-It may be 1n ‘the

plan and it may be in the. material. Indeed,the social anchitect see-u'

seems to be entirely. without any gulde as to the strength or weak- t ;f_f

ness of the mmterial out of which his glittoring Utopia must be'

made. There is no- raliable strain-sheet by whieh the strength Or  f‘"g




and the men who starts out in llfe eqﬁlpped with theorieé which
seemed to him as firm as the everlasting hllls finds hlmself at
last gasping on the shore of Tims

a few grains of: worthlesa dust in his grasp.

Theories are the castles in whzch ccward1ce and self-conceit~-

patriotisme."How do you: knov my theory will not work?' Is the triumpj-"'

ant shibboleth of the man of- profound convict ons who might ’doubt
truth to be a liur,' but can never doubt his own concluszons. A d
this is an unassailable position. Reason cannot touch it be ause he'
makes his own reason the final arblter and the prlde of conviction.;:
makes that unchangeable. Its fallacy eannot be specvfically demon-.;

strated because there is no fresh world or no new continent in

which to set- the stage and.no proper men and women to serve as pup-f |

pets in the great!exweriment.
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no harm then and from almost every one of them some 11tt1e shred of'

truth may be gleaned., Dia you ever watch a company of rifleman firn'

flrlng at the bu?ts? There is a- deal of nozse aﬁd smoke though no h'ﬁ‘”

harm is done; but the boys who rush in and plck up the empty shells ii

equip themselves thereby With a playthmngs of mmazing capacity.

~ What will they not make of those bltS of copper cylindars. The germ» --;7

of many a new 1nventlon which may bless or cure mankind may be foun“.:?-"

tomorrows. How we laugh at the philosophers who put a veto on yeste.
terday's science! How tomorrow will laugh at the flzmsy fetters we
seek to put upon its liwbSt'

p)

The writer is not as young as he once was nor as old as he

hopes to be but he has thrown overboard many of his convict ons andf?fu7ﬁ

scraggly bits wh1ch he sometimes thinks are aurlferous nuggets and

anon trembles 1est they shculd prove only 'fool s gold." They have

twe has had to ‘throw awa; ;;;_




many of those he once prlzed most hlghly because they Would tarnlsh_-i“T'
when exposed-to the llght and the verdigr:s whlch told of hidden
poison would gather on the surface. Tbese 'N tlons,? are not very

bright but they are all- there was at the f1nal 'clean up,' and none a;

light," they are at least very substantlal 11ttle pebbles Whlch ;Ti
will stand a good deal of pol1shing and some of them.may prove to

be true gems.

ally wants to know the. truth 1s 1ikely to be of more servzce to theg_g:
world than a thousand who khow it already and thht one honest work R

scrubby. Notlon that 1s not afraid to be handled and critlczsed and

picked to pieces is wrrth more than a ten-acre lot-full of theorles e

. that shine and glitter Just above our reach.




om: MAN s u;o'.rloms. ==
T4 4 mot meant by this tltle to 1ntimate that the thoughts

that may be expressed in this column from time ta time,belong to tha._ s

author by right of ----- discovery,nﬂeh 1ess that they m 'is in eotrads
e ans ..og"o-u_,__ i ", . i ﬁ { : - -




to acquire,so impervious to attack,so comfortable and self-satisfy- -
ingt They need no studyQ'Oﬁthaé”dnly tdmbéiieﬁe wﬁétrhefwili-to=é

rull-fledged conV1ction he has only to keep on- bellev1ng to have a

one seems sadly mlsapplied. Ballast is s1mp1y dead we1ght Wthh an fﬁ. :
empty vessel carries to keep it on an even keel._When 1t is Shlfted :
by any great shock the center of gravity 1s changed,the water runs:

in at the ports and the craft sinks. That id the trouble w1th con-j

vietionses They prescr1be the ltrimu of every empty soul that takes.,;muﬁ

set out. Gonv1ctzo“s are 1ndeed ballast for an empty heart or brain

~_but they are very dangerous ballaSt_and need to beﬁcarefully assort
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a sanctimonious falsehood.

it is not recognized by law at ell. Priority of oonception gives no
man any possessory rmght. It 1s only expression of thought whioh

the law protects and that only to a very limited extent. The msn

who has a thought embodies it in words and prints it,mey have a oop=ae -

yright if he will register it.poy a fee and glve the oountry two
copies for the inomnse library the Nation 1s too stingy to properly
house.whioh oopyrlght socures him the exolusive nrivilege of pub“
1ishing his idea in that formfor twenty-eight yeers. But thzs it
seems, is not beoause of the ﬁhought but the form 1n which it is ex-"i"ﬁ“j
pressedg. So at least,the courts have deoided.f!ords,not thoughts

are the substanoe of the euthor s right. o  f




1;

either help or hmder thelr popular acceptance,or :lt is possﬂ:le

that it might hav'mfvlly affect the atithor 1n other relations. Even

in this enlightened age the free expression of personal views,is o

‘other as the result of divine comnandment,nght very well hesitate' i

e

to imperil the 'genera-l :-harmony i ex:is-t ing ‘.b'etween.hrnself .and : the- 1

church he serves or the seet to which he belongs by the expression

of views which after all might not prove of surficient value t.o the-;_

h:‘e'gsi'tat? !‘”éxf)ges's vf 3K

- Ay
-
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siderabie porﬁoh o§f h“is

itician shr1

possibiy “be T{ttis ““'"ii’s"“""f‘_

g

Bpé f"Jlgj“}ex:lf stgﬁﬁ sﬁoné whfcli might
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préve unacceptable to ‘any portion of those constltuents on whose '

support he relies for acknowledgement in publie serv1ce er party fan,;_i

vor. The agent of a great corporatien might well question whether-'*

duty requlred him to stand forth ae the sponsor of ideas in regard
\ ;f/’ LRV Z‘:/ -

to the 3us¢nsss and POliOY of Particular metheds on whieh the reve-f}n'*

ed agriculturiet might very reasonably shrink from being known by
the shrieking petitioners fbr public charity and State ald of the
F.M.B.A. as the responsible author of the pnblicly expreased opinzon/’
that a more 1ibera1 applicatien of eommonrsense,elbow-grease.thor--”*

oughness, fertilerzers and enthu81eem would.be more valuable to the "

interests tha h iné suit for publie favor wh1ch is“nff"
_ a " s PE- SESIIERIRS kY .. l = NS ﬁ__ ;. 1 A S R A A
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wé%ed in. forma pauperis in the1r behalr by professional prophets B

of 1il1l, Especially,would he not wzeh to be known to express the her* f;

until he has manifested enough eelf-reepeot to make his sons wil- :* f;

il i i

ling and anxious to pursue the calliqg in which their father has

t of some incorpo-e;~*' §
real servant of the public convenience or a mere distrzbnter who_"'
clips the coin of laber between the mint of production and the nurt

of supply. Yet there 18 One Man who believes thie 1o be an eesen-

- secorch and wither the initiale which proelaim.him.te be the one

sixty-three mllllonth part of the aggregate population or the Unit-‘

ed States, he is willing to exprese 1t boldly as vae the knight to

challenge the giant whom he




(;

ory right in- 1deas,what a tangled ﬁeb of hnman consciousness 1t
would be necessary to unravel to determine any one 8 title. wa

claims to what is termed 'orzgznality' would shrlnk and shrivel-aAwff"

man quoted the br1111ant retort of a notsd jester about holy things'sf"sjl

in the presence of a guide as they floated in a canoe on the nange- )
1y Lakes.. S I '  -
®Do yoﬁfsay,Mnf~ clahns that as original?' he asked..,nt-

*Certainly;why not?"

"NothinG*bnly'I”Ve'readfitﬁiﬁiafb°5k.Pfinﬁedibéfofswhsﬁias“:-

And sure enough when they came out of the woods the guide show

iant jester was born 1n Which was the 'orlglnsl' mot,word for word

ag he had Flven 1t.

S ‘_._...u....” - -




. Sl e 6
tﬂ;eat of plllarylng thelr ancestress as the ideal of a class so

1ittle esteemed. What is a philanthropist? Gna whoxl loves mankind

for the mere faect- of humanity,one whose pity and sympath*’with hu-]-;”
. TN

man woe and zeal in the ameliaration of human eonditions,are unbounng

family ties or social relations. The typieal philanthropist would
miss a chance to naka himself rlch or pewerful ar rumnua,in order
to help others to dwell on earth in comfort and lead happier,sweetﬂ'h:
er lives. He would not g1ve his whole strength to selfish projects .
because he wou&d feel 1mpelled ta devote his energiea beyond the
limit of spetiric need to helplng his weaker brethren to stand erecéﬁ
and become self—supporting and self—reliant. Thls is a most desp1o~'  J4
able role for the average man to. attempt. ‘The world 1aughs at him
one _ /’Awu &«,ﬂ‘”

for a fool and(;ould almost as -soon find an ,° ..;i”h face in theff'"':

| %ey' '&i"‘-e




descendant recently protested most vigorously through the publis

press agsinst an- expressed purpose on ths psrt of sn assoeiation of

of the Nsw World. Had the proposal besn to honmsmorste hsr psrsonal

worth or tutﬁi‘r appreciat 1on of her merits ss ons of the most besu;-,.:__:m -

tiful or rasn inating or ucomplishsd of Amerissn women, :lt 13 not at Sl

perpetuation of her msmory ‘to which they objectsd,but ths sha-f-acter f o
assigned her. She did her duty,hsr dsscsndsnts said,but was r‘iot s |

-philanthropist. o




whd had read it. What then? It was one. of those thougﬁts very llkeﬁw;ij:ﬂ

1y to come- uppermost in any msnd absorbed 1n a psrtlcular subaect.;_jgkeﬁ

And the subaect had been uppermost in thousands of hearts for a gen-__;

eration. ..

times. A new thought is often only the natural,reasonable almost """" n
avoidable resultant of two other thoughts into close and familiar :
juxtapositlon. More than once,inventors a thousand mlles apart who

never heawd of each other or knew than any one else was laborlng at“
the saie nroblem have on- the same day or the same week,nresented'

their claims to. a concrete expfesslon of the sane idea at the Pa- |

tent Office. In. other cases an idea will lay upon the surface und """""" Lﬁf'

the eye-of all. for years,nerhaps for centuries and no one Wlll ob-

serve it,

The same is true of doctrines and philospphies. Whence comes

‘livllgilgggilment betwee. t 8. Jef o 1 e;lansand theofﬁoQﬁu;'




”ecklenburg declarations of 1ndependence..Was the one an invention L
an adaptation,a forgery? There seems little probability of eueh a.

fact. It is not more. likely that they were both translations of popf

7?6

ula sentiment made by heerte burning with the same patriottc frenszje;g

and naturally f:nding exoression in similar terms?

- Mr Henry George was much offended when a profeseor ai.one.of
the English universit1ee said in criticising his theories at a pub—; :
lic meeting in his preeence.. 2 - | | | |

'What is new 1n his theor1es.1euno£ iure and what)ie true.is

not new,* A ;. : e
The theories were just: ae new as the criticism and both were

in the main borrowed from the same source-that French- thought whicj“i;‘U

is the great treasure. house of paredox. Indeed,the-crlticiem was ";ﬂ-
- truer of nothing in. the world than of iteelf and militated not a

jot against the merite of" the 8 heme whioh it wee intended to de-_wi'




»
«'...

So the writer w111 not say that the thoughts that will appear'5""

in this column are hlS thoughts and not anothar s or his by priori-"_:f;

ages past and they may be the 1a ent or half-forgotten fanoies of
those who read. !‘wo friends dreamed the aame dream a.nd told it at

the same hour,a hu:ndred miles apart. Ihose waa the thought which

each one had seized and dragged out of the realm of slumber? It be=

Reared under the same influences,exposed tonthe same cond:ltiona,and T

affected by the same motives
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hunéred other qualztles of head and heart are common properf& of

peoples and notions at different epochs. The most brilliant.start- a
ling and profound utterances of poet.orator,statesman or philoso-.fmg 
- pher,those which thrill. the heart most keenly and 11ve longest in

the memory, are only shinlng coneretions of the universal Sentiment. _  1T

As each one thinks today 80 probably a thousand others are thinking

%ui.}n.this case, one man Speaks not for others but only for himself :
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ly a decade he made 1t a. speclal almost an exc1u31ve study..He dldd;f'

not give his days to it and had no college profeseor to steer w1th7‘;f7mé

infallible iteratlon. hls schoold deys were over. They hcd been

cut short by certa1n obgect 1essons in polltlcal econony whicb he =

has never been qu1te able to forget. The dutlee of 1ife and the ne- f_r"f

ceesitles of domestlc economy occupied the davs and very often much .“

great science all the spare momente. He discarded 1uxury and soﬁeﬁ
| times pinched himself of necessaries;in order to procure the vol- ;_d'
umes whiceh he suppoeed eere essentlal for a thorough comprehens1onf-'

of the subgect. He has never regretted the tlme thus employed. Alli

of the treaties*he read were interestlng,many were valuable. Some_grd”

of the theorles advanced opened the way for the acqu131t10n of L

truths;some of the facte were valuable as showing how 11ttle reli-ddVVQJJ

ance could be placed on. the concluszone. If he d1d not learn to rev -
? ) - E} .
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une bu

to the posit1veness of thelr knowledge,e_fj»_ B

The most s+rik1ng thing about this experience however,is the -

fact that though the writer had 2 not:.on thet he knew what politic-—‘, -

al economy was,when he began,be now freely confesses hinself unablencrn

to form any rellable 1dea either of what it is or of what 1t is 1n_“-*'7'

tended to be.

In fact,he is w1lling to go one step farther and say thst he Q?'

has never Yet found an author Who was able to define it who hau anye;ﬁ”'

/
clear idea as to its scope and function or who did not actually useg "
or im@lledly refer to it in two or more senses. In this he is no
worse off than the great majorlty of those who have wrltten upon 7*T'

the subject. Of these who have fonowed '.ln t.he stens of Adam Smith"_'

and treated of Political Bcenomy as a science there are bﬁt one orff, 2

‘(

two who have not speclflcallj bewazled the insufflclency of his

R O S U SV
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predecessors in that they seemed to be w1theut any clear conceptionfg' '

of the bounds and functions of the sclence they professed to teach.;dfﬁmf

defect, arraying contradictowy definitions and ShOWI.ng that none Of

his predecessors had respedted the definitions they had *iven. ?}djd SRR

cares for truth and takes no stock in any man s theories is not

likely to get any very clear ideas. In~fact he is irresist1bly forc;




d:heﬁ Leg'—m to tarn:.sh or showed s1gns e:f' p01son verdlgrla which '

might make them dangerous to those who should receive them.-
What are they? Only insignifma.nt results of one man s observa:-" S

tion of present condltlons whr has looked upon 11fe from many poms_—--_




-

By clalmlng the "NethhS‘ wh1ch Wlll from tlme to tlme appea'f,ifﬁ

-one else is respon31b1e for thelr formnlatlon. A newspaper is an nnfik

personal 1nst*tut10n yet the most cautious of xgnnxinx organisms.

No wonder,every throb of approgal or dlsapproval 1n the public mlndﬂf;s

shows ltself 1n the balance-sheet whlch marks its prosperity or deéi]fi

clinee. ' - CIT e I T
‘ The writer does not know that he will say anythzng that W111';g"“,1

offend,but lest he should he has begged the prlvilege of speaklngeﬁff“f?

for himself and may upon occas1on use the fl”St person 1nstead offV?ff?









