


'THE NEGRO'S VIEW-OF THE D
. TINY QI‘ HIS RACE. -

The peopte of the Umfed St.a.tes a.re at.
length awakenmg o, the factrt.ha.t ema.n- '

the end of the questmns._arismg 6nt of: the -
. existence of the African-in America. As{’
a s!a.ve he had been _so msigniﬁca.nt &

that the country tﬁ’gally ‘adopted ‘the:
idea that when - that -relation - was{ -
abolished he would: entu'ely ‘disappear asi
a disturbing element from our social and
political life. It was imagined that he}
‘wonl” ¢ quietly and speedily abaorbe'a in
the 200d-tide of national progress and
prosperity. That, as & polit,icﬂ or socml
factor, the negro would disappear, and}
only individual negroes would remain as

undistingnishable and unrelated uwnits of
our common life. This idea,- ‘hatural
enough to those who only haIf a.ppre-

of master and slave, has been thoroughly
dlspelled by the experience of th ) past’
elghteen years,. aud the na!;io ) ﬂnds
itself, with no little of “amazément; ‘and
even with a thrill of namaless horror, fae-’
ing ‘the real problem, of - w'hich_slavem
and rebellion were “bit incidents. - The
question which:Dow confronts us: ‘ariges,
out of no artificial relat.mns of the ele-g
ments of somet.y, but is one of those mys-
terious problems. With’ wlnch God. mocks -
the foresight of man: “and a.stounds t_.he_
ages by producmg results . who: 186,
geein to be -altogether: dispropprtionate
therewith. We are accustomed ‘to ca.ll
these forces, which override -the-bari

of apparent interest ‘and defy

~which human- wisdom: rescnbea,; ‘
impulses, or race prejudices. ;
perhaps, the manifestat:o of:

pulse is complicated by other e"lements
and modified hy mﬂuences, which so aﬂacﬁ :

; Stated in it8 én pl st f m, the problema |

R




' 'phzlosophmalm‘mry : :gardtothepart L
: ia_ hkely 1o pla.y

e mﬁmt.ely greater, "more dxﬂicult. a.nd‘ ;-
) deiicﬁta thnn a.ny that either cunhzatlon :

Ila ra.ce, a.ctuslly t.ake of their 0 _
it T Ben afavor- o

,glfeeling which the Sotithers whit.e entar-{ -
taing for him ot only with: dmmst ‘butf




Was so a.pparent that few ivere

t.hosa who desued to beheve 5

cominenta.ry of hiis: own .
_ght hp.ve accepted thefl

'true sentiment ‘ol ~i'the race in rega.rd-to‘

e xts oWl destmy

self du:ection' the po ar whlcl; would. en~ ”
able hifn t.o prot.ecl; hitmelf from iraud a.ndw i

fsiave mi .
. He feela thst the‘ :;“-'

o tion, only__,half, rendared Just.ice ior ‘The. o
o Wrong tha.t went. before. He remefn_bers




the:: performance of .

: be wondered ai; nor would it bé at allf-
I surprising shou]d be even commé to: believe
* {that the white man, wherever. his- place )

; Isumty 6 acqtiire mtelhgence nor security N S

- had falledtoperform fairacles, cast them|~ - .
o rioff with: #corn -and conthimely. 'If_lusf ST

L thought. grows bitier when. rega B
7 jpast. from this- standpoint, it is hardlyto T

.of ‘biith, or Whatéver his. pretense of | - o
;Chnst.lan chanty, phllanthropy, and- pity| . - -

" Ifor the “oppressed may be, s 81W335 the o

renemy of hls people )

s _willing t6. adiit i-,he abstract advantages B

of its barsh tatelage, bt when these afe|’
S urged a8 the. bagis on wlnch ha s €X~




. |any’suadéri aplifiing; they hops that they|
*{may be-spared :ghe shock of hotile cofi-| *
vnlsmn' “but- 'fthb:r"beheve that, by some '

p :siavery has ceased although they atill‘; =

1001; conﬁdent,ly for:divme favor, they|

i t.hey beheve ‘that God wﬂl pat- before’né R
o fthetn opportunitles by which they will be [
| enabled to raige: “themaelves to. the. level|
- lof the whites in mtelhgenoe, power and' R

ha.rmonious development. -

B active agency on thie Part of the Affico=| .
n ’ahi’ipmg his own’ deatiny |







EE NEGRO’S ’vmw OF THE
 TINY OF HIS RACE.

— existence of the’ Afrlca.n in Ai:nerica. AR
a slave he had been 8o inslgmﬁcant al
factor in our clvxhza.tlon, though for 1 more :
than -a genera.hion a
belli because of the rels

' prospenty " That; as-a- -politieal: 6r jocial
fa.ctor, the negro wonld disappear, a.nd

t und.lsl:mguishable and um'ela.ted units of |
our common life.. This.. ule_a., natnral'

e

- enough to those who only half aﬁpr‘e-

of ma.ster and slave, has béen thorough]y
dmpelled by the’ expenguce of: ‘the. past.

therewith We a.re 2
these forces, _whléh OV

.impulses; or race.

perhn.ps, ‘the m ifest.atl

pulsé is comphca.t.e ;

.and modified by infiuences whic
- their operatmn 23" sometiimes

conceal t.he rea.l'T ongin of the very mol :




'-upon m byla.w, {8) the'mo

o __\ ineem:ives known to humanity; & "y

T w'—*ﬁ——»dnrided thete- is ha.rdly an-“appreciable |
' -admixture of ‘the colored: “element. ~(3){ -
. Throighiont the rest-of the countiy, the|
" white race Tiot. only.does not sympath;ze
- with ‘the sentunent of the Sonthern|
' ;whlt.es i regard to t.he nagro, but does Lo

o themqmrymad by thés

Jatantly o tlghten, rat.her than i‘elath |
theu‘ grasp upon polmcai power._ “Ony-

. thé-otber. hand, the spar of opportnnity
'a.nd the: stmg of fear, sharpene

S :::.subJectlon, mspn-é, with equal wfbrce, t-he
colored Tace to assert the_u rlghts,_" af|

conmderatlons' 63 The t
-’ Conifion languaﬂe and profess the same

' ‘ religious faith.  (2) Outside of the région |

in which the races aré &6 nea.rly equally

- feellng which' the Southern white ‘enter:

' presented for _Amencan cnulizstlon to

“the United States?” To this qnestion

- several distiet and conflicting “answers|
have beén lately given. We do mot pro<|
pose to conmder anyof. them here,. farther| -
'than to say that they aré all'written -from|

“the. st.andpomb, either of the‘Northem or|. T

- 'the  Southern white. man.

4 debefmmmg-hxsbv&n future Speclilatlon

y rife ag: o his’” eapacity to: receive

e of the great prohlem now confront.mg 01

" -llem infinitely-greater, mofe difficult and}
' deh"jte t.han a.n; tha.t elther mvxhzat.mni :

‘taing for ‘him; not only with: dmttust but’_l_ '

f_;vvith a-feeling-akin to ridicale, -
* - Uider ‘these conditions, thé" questron [

L ‘opinion oft.henegro mregardt.othefuturef
~ . lof his Face’ really was; there is probably

American Christian civilization—=a prob=}

very little doubtthit he wotild go to'a|
dozen'or 80 of what are termed iea.dmg .
& presentative eolored ‘9n, a.nd ask
nions. - In 80’ domg he




T 1if théy had a.ut.hority. T,
" of. ifumis "'"1ty feel; _but.

e slave § testimony agaifist his own hope.:

by' no me

: t:omng the loungers on the' ciirb-aioné of s
livall St ‘Words and deeds ‘must be con-| -

- |straed together, and’ Al mtlmate‘knowl- -

- ‘edge: of the antecedents: and characteris- |-

i tics of the raée are essential to a justap-|

réhérision of ‘what redlly eonsl:ltutes the |

‘triié sentiment of. the rqce in regard t.o

an
1ts owil destiny.

L ¢ As the first essential of a true ap appre:|
. igiation of the negro’s ‘attitude . towards|

:t.he quesnon of the future of his race;we
' must. ‘preimise that: his mind is not. aﬂ‘ect.ed

_‘by one element. of doubt wh:c‘h natura.lly '

~iverter "_‘dﬁéati nat facilitiés which he has

R plqu ; 1mport.a.nce of int.elligence
" Faets; the .world thight, have. accepted thel
is: dissi_mulanop, borh-of: servmude, has |-

\tution, and the mah who should at.t.empt _
‘w oather thg real sentlment of the coIored '

;people. Fo hi‘? and fOl' the blOO of :
n ) *fellows shedindefen :

80, y-from the :

-_To hm nund' thm'wnabitntes t.he

of progress:and stuccess. . He fully under-|

_ stands r.he value of educa.tion 1o the 1nd1-_ L

: ,\gov riment that gase
A there._ oonferred a pncaless be.nefac-

mng thit went before: -*H

t.ha_t. for tWo' hu.nd_regi an@ . ﬁfty years ]ns}

| t.he q.rrogance of a.nother peopla He doés] %

r"g._t-éthat the lab r,;theéafengm,-mhe%




mg t.he power of the ba.llot for tha’ pros=|
‘perity and good of the Whole people—*ls i
‘tFuth bt s mockery of justice: He per=| -

' ceives that the na.tmn, for some strange o
| Feagon’ which he cannot half unde 3
', a.'"nd whxch even the wise'

i t.he performance of - tiis “'iiutiea, but,
o§ him 1mposmbﬂ1ties, a.nd

Chnatmn c‘harity, phﬂanthropy, and pit:y

{fof the: oppressed mAy be, ig- always the _

' * Ienemy of his ‘people. .

L2y

Ri ghtly or wrongly, tﬁe A.fnca.n rega.rds
the ]nst,ory of his ra.ce m Amenca. as one s

- || that: there 8 any mari Eious  motive on RN
the pa.rt of the wl.utes, or any subsba.nna.l "

I persxsts in behevmg 'that' his people Were
|-imported, boughty sold, bred and: worked

Btply because the white man’

" |comfort; pride and advantage were en-
- ‘hanced: t.hereby, and dot in any: degree for
1any: good or gain thé negro nngh' recelve o

e thereéby. ‘When_ the ‘advantagés of civil-

‘ization and Christianization are pointed].
- otk to - hxm, ‘whilé. freely. a.dnnttmg ‘the
: _facts, ‘he i sure | 80-with & mesta);

E ;capacity, all the’ power of the State wa.s '

i imvoked to prevent: their. growt.h in intel
_|Higence, and that the man- “who dared to: . __
~ | teach thém éven to read was' punisha.ble e e

- ‘of its. ha.rsh mtelage, bt when t.hese are | 2
'urged as the basis on whrch he is ex- _

‘ag & felon ;herefor in every State where

| slavery preva.xled He is'also very sure to: o
: Zreca.ll the fact that the (,hnsuamt.y taught | —
and practiced ‘towaid “hig race Adid not |
‘tegard any right of mantiood or sntinient
| of. womanhood; that neither his own life}
|0t his wife’s chastity. were protected by!- .

il _Gha.racter, w]nch‘ thougb. h )
: -clearly formn‘ht.e-the she ist_incllg
“ithe . colored ‘man. refuses to see;: i the

lations: of the races 1n the St,a.tes of_ '

ervation (o, the effeck that the white S




: v culiar peéﬁle‘.-" ,.Thé* do’
- |dulges -in etrospect, : i régaf-d )
: "]"past with 0 mueh of patlent forbeamn e,

Ht.s.ak of development a.nd progress 3ust. | - R e I may. e"epared e’ ehock of o

It _ - : . - S R ;-'but they beliéve that, by some |-

| extermial. i.nﬂuences ma.y compel therit o TR ISR S #iite and- certain’ means, God will yet set|

o, aednofarther. Itis, perhaps, a.‘harsh S PR o . S - B Zi?fie:;f:g ttl}::;le, glzoesh:;:n;ﬁmﬁﬁ‘
. . | 'y

- |worthy friends and eguals-in the faceof] -
|life. They régard: their liberation as the,
- {result of divine -interposition in' their
= beha.lf whéh- they Wwere: 80 sn;uated agto:
|pe unable o help themselves, Now that’
VOry. c‘eeéed although they still f.

seem ‘toexpect
: ! exerl:lon. In other worde,{

L theui opport 't.ies by which they will be _
R enabled to rmse themselvee 10 the Ievel_

In the speciﬂc____ respects thet we: heve
-agin some othiers, | thew-—

; ’ q .

| power with the wlute population withi

whom he s brought in ifmediate com-3 .
0 - t.his :he_ -will- more. end “Thore o

together ynthm the
t 1i New World '






