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JOI'lN WORKMAIN'S LOTIONS.

Liberty and Economics.

Secience is usually accourted the friend of man,as indecd,it
ourht alwavs to be;since if it is a nnlipn and unwheolesome forece, it
cucht rnot to exist. It ic one cof the pssentiais elements of civili-
zati'n and gereral hesniness of himenitye If it does not mean this,
if every element of it dees not tend in this direction then that ¢l

ement should be modified or eliminzted even if the whole fabric

shonld erumble to dust 2nrd men return to barbarism. It 1s better th

t1l:at tlhe shceuld perisk by soveogery than by the self@infliceted tor-

tures ol 2 weskenine and destroving civilization. The un.aodified
tandencincs of nature are unquostionabl s destructives. ere unrestric
ed self-rratificotion means rwtuzl annihilotion or the svurvival of
tv 2 gtronfest onlye Thic ig the law of the hrute cre~ticn. It is
t-e low of human existence in so far as moan is a brute. Il we elini

nnte broin ond conscience--ceo-overative intelligence and the scnse

of justice--"tie surviv-l of the littest,” which is only the survi-
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v21l of the stronrest,the most cumnming and t-e moest unscrupulous, is
the inflexible 12w of hum~n existence. Society 2nd Science are ele-

ents of civilization. Thiev are volucoble only as they counterccet th

+he tendencies of noture vhose product is barbarisms Science is not

restricted to the discovery of facts or the formulation of natural
laws. Its hirhest functicn is to apply natural laws to human better
rent or tench humonity how it m-ey cscape the evil resulting from

their unrestrained operation.

It the material world,sciencee hos developed the laws of forces
and tle principles governing their application. Primarily thesc
forces are by no megnd wholly beneficent. Heat parches and burns as
well 25 warmes and fructifies. Steam sc=lds an? vends as well as
roves the piston. Gravity loosems the avalanche =5 well as the ap-

-
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ple. The wind is sometimes =2 cyclone =ne conetimes a zwphyre Llec-

tricity killed for apes before it was taught to serve. Fire and w=z
£

¢

ter were hard mesters bLefore they beeame £00¢ gervantse
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A1l the material forces of nature ond nmeny of the forces de=-

rived From material nzture,in some form or other zre harmfv"l as wel
os beneficent. Some =2re thus f<r knewn only te be harmful te human-
ity. The province of material science is not only to discover benef
icent uses but to teach humenity Bow to avoid malipgnant effects-~to
find the antidote for nature's evil or even to wring beneficente

out of her mzelignancy. It reveals the nature of disease in order

that its ceouse may be era’icated;ansl 'scs pois n thet its action

e be neutralized. It chiniz . ir my be made wholesome; the
torrent chained;the lightnings fettered;the pesti;ence bzlkede This
is its true mission--rien's service,man'c betterment.

It ias true thzt seience works evil cs well =zs pood,according
tc tho intelligence by which it is directed. Unlike nature,material
se’ecnce is o passive force. It serves the good or evil purpose,ac-
cording to the character or wisdem cof its manipulaters. It is only
when it is regarded as essentially and inevitably malipn in its in-

flucnees th=t moters
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either throurh intomtional perversion of the p wer it confers or

throurh some failure to hezrmoniouslycoordinste its forces wherebr
et might bo rendered vseful becomes destructives
Verious mrnufactury sueh os white lead and t ose which give of

t]'e Mmes of arsenic are examnles of thise Their products are bencfl

icent,their manufacture destructives. This is not the fgult of Sci-

ence. She would provide mecns by which these lives might be spared
but it would cost money and civilization values money more highly

thhon life. )
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That is,we are told th~t it is civilization;perhaps we shall

learn sometime that it is only sznother form of barbarism.

Wh=t is true ol materizl secience is true a2lso of every phase
of knowledge pertaining to humanitye. The only function of such
'nowledre is te imprsve humen conditions. The study of history, gov-
crirent, cocicty,ioral and cconemical conditions--have all no.other

Mmetion or lepiti ote purpose. All these are instrumentalities not
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He who'studfés history merely to amuse himselfl with thedstorv
of the past,mayﬁindecd find entert2inment,but he has missed the bet
ter part of h?storicai Inowledge unless he compares the life he
reads with that vhich went before it,that which came after it and
21l with that vhich he himself lives. The lessons of history are
evolutionary. The "rule of three," is the oonly one by which its les

sons mey be applied. As some past day was to its yesterd=yv some to-

1}
day may be to its tomorrow. Ratio may exist;identity o! cecondition,

never. It is a fool's logic ~hich decla 'es that history repeats it-

seclfe Infinite diﬁérsity is the law of human experience. There may
be anadggous--indeecd, there riny be »erhaps icdentical phases-~but so
related to other elerients and conditions that no 1ife, individuzl or
collective ever becomes the counterpart o any other 1life.

This fzet,aMittedly true of individual lives,has been almost
lost sirht of in the study of social and political conditions. It

has been assumed that the sociel and national 1ife was somehow or

other a thing separate and apart from the individual life. We have




rstudied history aé the scientist observes the sands of the deéert.
He is caroless of the form or character of the separate grains,it
is the heaped up mounds--the shifting tumul - which interest hin.He
notes the forces and direction of the prevailing winds;the amount
vhich each month or vear denosits in the lee of any obstacle;and
Prom those data he reaches his conclusions.

In like manner the social and political theorist have studied
national economical and relirious movements and tendencies and for-
retlful of the fzct that the men vho are the ultimate units of these
agerercte? for-es are not dull inert ators moved by some irresist-

ible breath of comon impulse,but individwnal moral agencies who if

the fly in one direction,do so very often Iggs because of the fierc

compelling wind of material conditions then because of some moral
impulse, some general volition which inclines them thris way or that.
T

hery are not mere lifeless desert sands, the sport ol every wind of

circumstance,but eah is a live magnet impelled by its own individu

?1 tendency to seck and cling to Some more or in like mamer repell




. ' 7
e¢d from some noral idea which happens at a2 particular time to be

uprermost in men's mindse

1t is this individual quality which gives character to all col
lective movements of humenity and makes men himself by far the most
important element of human destiny. Human progress is less a result
of physical conditions, invention, discovery, commerce, nechinism. socii
order than of the individual man's inclination and desire. If zn en
lightened sense of justice prevail,or that broad selfishness which
secs in the generalﬁhelfare of all the highest good of each or of
il some great moral idea for a time EMaEnxa® shines through the blin
ing mist_of envy and greecd rogress will be upward,mirked and well
_ﬁigh universal, it rintters ver: little what may Le the cxternazl con-

ditions,Poverty,war,oppression,even famine and pestilence are impo-

tent to obstruct humnan progress,when the popular heart is leavened

with some great and worthy pur osee. In like mznner,when the strife

@
of individual purpose becomes general and unrestricted and the pop-
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vlar idezl is'only to outdo one's fellow,progress is of necessity .
downward,no matter how favorabie the surroundiqga.
" Thus,history becomes an infinite evolution,not wholly nor in-

deed chiefly controlled by environment,but largely dominated by

that moral purpose which in great measure creates its own social at

@ e . ’
mosphere and conditions. /&40&9?¥\,f@4£w%34 VZ? Fitra vézzzaﬁ7
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