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THE ELEVATION OF THE NEGRO.
BY ALBION W. TOURGEE.

(Hritten for the Citizen.)

I DO not suppose that it is the desire of the
editor of THE CiTizEN that 1 should either
review or attempt to add anything to the vain
and wearisome controversy in regard to the
comparative capacity of the African and Cau-
casian races as a moral or ethnological ques-
tion. It is probable that more has been said
and written upon this question during the
past sixty years than was ever said or written
upon any one phase of human life before.
During that time hardly a single man has
risen to eminence in politics, literature, or
science, in the United States, who has not
at one time or another, willingly or unwill-
ingly, added something to the volume of this
controversy. In law it has been a most
vexed question; in politics, the bane of lead-
ers and parties; in religion, the occasion of
bitterness and schism and a most fruitful
sower of unbelief. It has colored legislation,
flexed the rules of jurisprudence, and fixed
the tenor of social life. Science and revela-
tion have been appealed to in support of
mutually conflicting hypotheses, by men of
equal learning, undoubted sincerity, and un-
questioning conviction. Comparative anat-
omy and comparative philology have been
exhausted |in proof and disproof. History
has been laid under contribution, and its
analogies worn threadbare with the friction
of angry disputation. Experience and imagi-
nation have both determined with unques-
tioning certainty not merely the fact, but the
reason and purpose of the same. To this
controversy it would be exceedingly difficult
to add anything new. Science has given
conflicting opinions. The forum has thun-
dered with equal vehemence upon both sides.
The church has fulmirated prg and con.
The bench has given irreconcilable dicta.
Experience proves to-day the very converse
of what it yesterday unhesitatingly affirmed.
Aud imagination, based on the theory of a
great scientist, sees in a not very remote
future the negroid element grafted upon, or
absorbed in, our Caucasian stock for the per-




fection and completion of the American type.

In common with all whose memories reach
back into the ante-bellura days, I suppose, I
have given these theories some attention,
and from time to time have inclined to one
or the other hypothesis, as the weight of
argument and authority seemed to shift from
one scale to the other. The time has long
passed, however, in which I gave any heed to
such disquisitions, or had any regard for such
theories. If there be any possibility of arriv-
ing at the abstract truth from any compari-
son of historical or scientific data, the con-
flicting theories have become too firmly fixed
in the minds of their respective supporters to
be affected by any new marshalling of facts

and arguments.
Not only is this true, but the question of

abstract capacity as well as of comparative
power is daily becoming one of less and less
importance. The day is not so very distant
when the scientific relation subsisting be-
tween the kinks in the African’s hair and the
convolutions of his brain was looked upon as
an important element in determining not only
his natural and political rights, but also his
true social and religious status. Custom,
tradition, and analogy were all relied upon as
important elements of the great argument
that for half a century was waged with unex-
ampled fury over the slave's right to that
freedom and equality of privilege and oppor-
tunity which the Caucasian element of our
population without dissent declared to be
not only an attribute of white humanity, but
one so dear as to be inalienable by its posses-
sor. All this is now in theory admitted.
Whether the black man be in potential ca-
pacity the equal of the white or not, in the
eye of the law he is endowed with like privi-
leges and clothed with the same rights. In-
capacity can o longer be alleged as a justi-
cation of legal inequality, nor intellectual
power made the basis for the assertion of
legitimate control.

Be the intellectual capacity of the Negro
what it may, in comparison with the white
race, he has ceased to be a mere economic
factor of our national life. In theory he




stands upon the same plane of civil and
political right and the same field of opportun-
ity. Theoretically, he is a part of a self-
governing people. Practically he is a cipher
in government and an inferior in every civil
and social relation. Because of this, the
question of the Negro's intellectual and moral
capacity is of present interest only 2s it bears
upon the question of his ability to rise in fact
to the plane of right which has been bestowed
upon him by legal epactment. In other
words, the question which is of real interest
to the statesman, the patriot, and the philan-
thropist is this: Has the American Negro
sufficient intellectual capacity to compete with
the white race in those states where he con-
stitutes a considerable population, without
relapsing into slavery, serfdom, or some other
form of legal inferiority?

It is a question, of course, which cannot be
definitely determined. Men of equal oppor-
tunity for observing and equal sincerity of
conviction may very well arrive at opposite
conclusions in regard to it. Men may even
suppose that the present anomalous state of
theoretical equality and actual inferiority may
continve indefinitely. Indeed this may be
said to be the opinion perhaps of the majority
of the white people North and South. To
the former it is almost a matter of indiffer-
ence. To the latter it seems impossible that
the white race at the South should ever be
compelied to yield any share of dominion to
what they deem an inferior and servile race.
I shail not attempt to discuss this question
from an ethnological or historical point ot
view, but shall merely state some reasons
derived from facts which have come under
my own observation, or been derived from
unquestionable authority, why I think the
Negro will yet achieve substantial equality
with the whites of the region he chiefly in-
habits. In doing this I shall assume two
postulates, the very statement of which may
startle some of my readers: —

First, That the government of the United
States continues substantially of its present
organic character; and, second, That the
popular sentiment of the North continues
favorable to the political equality of the Ne-




Without * stopping to consider” eltﬁ"ér of
these at any length it may “be proper to. re-q
mark that it is by no means ‘impossible that';
the first of these propositions should fail.: It '.
is entirely within the limit of possibility that~
the exigencies of this very question should;
result in a change of. the territorial limits of
‘the Republic, or give rise to a modlﬁcatxon
of its structural character. W:th regard to}
the second, it is a matter of grave doubts
whether a majority of the people of the’ Northq
are not to-day ready to recede from the posx-.

tion taken by the nation-in the enfranchise- : ';
ment of the Negro.. ‘1 shall assume. them, ' “
however, to be beyond-doubt, and. accept: as, ’
substantially true Charles Sumner’s declara-
 tioii that by makipg, him a. pohtlcal factor |
¢ we have chained the. Negro to the (Chariot :
wheel of American progress.” In “other
words, that the impulse of a fiational spmt
and the stimulating and encouraging sympa-’
thy of a Northern civilization will be- con-
stant elements of the-future- development of
the American Negro.

" So, too, 1 must decline to consider the
capacity, actual or comparative, of the Negro
as a race, or the limitations and conditions
of such capacity. Why-Africa is-the home ;
of barbarism and Europe the citadel of en- ';
lightment, is quite as great-a puzzle to me as
the fact that Asia stands midway-between.
Whether the human race was of one type a.t
the outset and its present: distinctions but
accidents of clime and time, or whether their |
relative conditions would have been r°versed
had Africa fallen to the lot of the Caucasian °
and Europe been the share of the:Negro,.I, 1
cannot say. Neither :«do I think- that: any
man is capable of determining; the compara-
tive capacity of races-or families-by the study ;
of structural and ethinological differences._;
Plausible theories. may be constructed in this
manner, but time is very apt-to'dissipate any
conclusions - based - upon - ~such . speculatlon
Without undue assumption;] may- say, pcr-'
haps, that I-thinkthat very much: of our diffi-:

culty in this resp: t arises from: the- factthat' o

we have persisted inbasing. our:theories: upom
the Negro as arace, instead: of- conﬁmng ouri
/ attention to the-Negro in. America; - ®
First, then, I base my confidence i




. ifuture of the. -Negro in the Umted States: _
: ?on the fact that Ize 5 rm Ammcan The o

of our: natxonal growth unfolded before his |
:;..eyes m vam “He was -part and parcel of :

ﬂltles of - achlevement He s 1 -

" conscious that he has helped- to| make the |

; land what it is; and he fully: expects to share: |

Fin-its; possession and control. In the darkest |
“ hour -of “slavery . this -was his consolat:on_
~Unlike - other oppressed people, tie had no |
 thought of migration. His Promised Land e
[ the #+Kingdom ™ he expected to enjoy, was
* to come {6 hiin in-**the 6id Kentucky home "
: m that i Dune Land ” whxch was the msplr-.

the master caught from the slave’ s, I:ps and

made his own’ battle:cry. . The “j'ubﬂee SR '

to whlch the slave looked. forward was n

mere surcease from labor. It did fiot’ éms, |

| brace: any: element -of: revenge ot license, b

_ﬁ Wwas merely an. 1nsp1rat10n, a foreca.st of the '

b hme when the Afncan in hxs Southern home

wwhlte man ThlS element of hope in the'
. fature shows‘ 1o sign-of elimination. - ¢ 1d. |

. Tiké tér know which ob- desé yer bays you]."-.- .
' think I’d better send teE - school H sa.ld a__.; _
- sturdy coloréd man to the writer, a feW years -

.. ““Yersee I can’t aﬂ‘o‘d to £ive ’em all
an eddlcatxon, but I thmk I ought ter do 1




and the oné least hkely to 'be‘ apprecxated by'"' :
the mdlﬁ"erent observer.” . e

i M. The past history of the Afrzcan Face ol

: tke Unitéd: States promzscs great z'lzmgs n

| the fm‘ura S

It.-has been the. custom of those who have -;
theonzed upon “thé future of the Afncan, tof -
aIlude to.his; submlsswe an cheerﬁzl accept- - e

e B A
i

"~ dom and self dlrecnon “The. fact ihat the | i
. whlte man, = "_,at least the whlte nian of mod----:z- .

; _wou]d never submxt to such contmuous de- %
1 gradation; tiuch less ‘thrive and grow: under 1
; such condltlons as. slaveny 1mposed ‘has'gén- i
erally been regarded as_ ¢éonclasive evidence |’
1 of généric unfitness for any higher: tole.w 1.
” There is no. questtonmg the. facts on thCh
. doubtedly dld thnve under the mstltutlon of N
; slavery. ‘Thewhite populatlon of the: elght i -
" statés” bordenng on the -Atlantic and the =
© . Gulf, and Iymg between Maryland atid Texas, |
‘shows af’ aggregate incredse between the first A
( census report and the last ‘of three hundréd
| and forty pér cent. The colored race:in the't
?l"“same states shows an aggtegate gain of- fve 't
sixlyfour per. cent during the. |~
ot -oaly phys:ca]ly bat mor- :
ally and 1nte11 ctually the ¢olored race made | -
marvellous progress-under. the. influences of | . - -
‘ " The difference between the Amen- L
| cad’ Negro of to-day and his congener ¢ of the -
| African coast is the true ‘measure of - ‘that | ..
N development : ‘ I
N (3 is the ﬁrst steps that are most dlﬂicult—

cwrtin
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. inthe Umted States:- : ; L
I The progress af thé race since tke dlose|.
. _qf ihe war of rebellion - has fully Jmtyied the)
deductzoﬂs Msed uﬁan u‘s ;brwzms iustory on ‘ "

such as under other cucum—

| ‘the actual acq_ remen' ofszthe nghts and an1-7.:. '
-~ leges: “which are fiow_‘only theoreucally con= |-
- ceded 1o hith: ‘ :

G The- comparatzve capacrty ‘of Taces. a.nd'
peoples can pevei be- acrua.lly determined. -
oIt is-the problem of individual capacrty e
ﬁmtel)_r repeated “The ab111ty to make sub—

L s?:autlal progress under the coudmons 1n

E excelleuce—the tefm. “ﬁttest " not bemg S
. taken, as itso. frequent]y is, in a ‘sédtimental | - -

.+ signifi ‘a'uon, as: meaning of the best; the
- noblest; 6. the strongest,| but: ,51gmfymg, |
’ the great naturalist. mtended adaptatxon to

;.j"xts surtoinding conditions < the Power to |
achxeve'the greatest progress. under the con-|.

- ditions in -which they are placed: - 1t ds|
K doub#fil if any other race “coiild "have shown|
¢ like progress: inder. similar cond1t10ns, with! -
~ that which ‘the Aﬁ-lcau has " already achxeved

ing, aud matenal and mecham— T

a para.llel to the progress of the;Amencnn' £
' Negro dunng,:the past twenty: yearsyunder'
H T s d Cult as o S

- . . toa . R , ST . : - o . e . w0 : - E ! )
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sonably a.menable' 16 law and'--‘show g
maller percentage_ of P Apers . ‘dependent

] .whole or m part for thexrt h

- holdmg 'wh1tes of the: 5 y h' it s AR
- ; afffiin that' thé Négro has. tade: far greater, e
progr §.in° wealth 1nte1]1gence, and: all’ thatu

. goes to make Up'a self- supporung and Self’

“ directing people ‘than - the- whites who' ‘have '
'ved durlng that t1me under the most uearly

rers _they

- the: ~freedman, irom bemg whoily

g a"progress in‘fudimentary ar:quirelzuentI .
suuply amaz:. g tindér any ‘cifcumstances and; .
hardly less tha.n mlraculous whenwe. cousuier\ -

the rate o£ W and” _the condmons tha :

& for life dunng h
He- has. pusbed “his way up in “the
pler matual avocaluons by thé supersedure

7 ::andrdlsplacement of - rwhn-e ‘techanical

" laborer. He bas taken alinost enurely from. -
the white m:m?s- an the plane, the sledge, ;

holds th pri "e o -whlte labo :

Fso farbelo '-'the rest of the country as to be

1s race'’s: progrcss from a: posmon that “per=; j.

3 mder and more vaned *-_ S




dependent ¥ Ofgamzed con- S

" the fact. tha though in. gome states they

R actually predommated 'm numbers, they sub-;
- 1imitted to continued enslavement, instead of |

_ >consp1rmg to overthro -and. destroy theu-
- OppPréssors;™ This is 2 fact easﬂy explamable.
They kiiew the odds agamst thém. better. than' :
theu' deprecmtors would have us suppose. o
- They fully undetstood that it was :

'whlte people of one locallty, buf_the Cau-1. .
..casidn rice in the Umtedm-'States whom they o

. {'would have to overcome in order to achieve|

}hberty.- % The, conclusmn drawn from th:s

= have not only become self-supportmg, w1th

B thelr own pazd mmlsters ax_nd bxshops of theu- '

tles' is not one that mn safely be dzsregarded_:_" T
'_ _as an_glement of pur future Fron g6






