One of the most 1ntnrest1ng studles fbr the thoughtful Amerlcan g

who spends time enough abroad to thlnk of what he has opportunlty tolQM

sea,is the various classes of h1s countryemen Who have aotually or

practlcally dissavowsed thelr nat1ona11ty..ThP recent aCthn of Mr Wll.

/tl——ﬁz—ou-c_,()

eadded, particular attentio abroad as e
rot only:because ; he represents

of dénationalized Amerzcans to wit: Men mho formally renounce Amer1- f*

can citizenship and seek to bpcome bona flde oubjects of 8 forelgn o
,because of fixed ana declared antagonlsm to the pr1n01ple;_a |

of self- government and equallty of rlghts and nr1v1leges on mhlch




an allegiant of anothpr power has somg_phzng 1n hlS past that leads

him to court ob11v1on. Wlth Mr Astor 1t 1s entxrely dlfferent._He héi
sought polltlcal and llterary rennwn in hlS natlvp 1and W1th 1nd1ffer'_a_-::~i
ent success but in an enfzrely credltable manner. The dlsanp01nmment

attendlng hlS efforts seems to have emblttered h1m agalnst the count~*fﬁ7

try which he thought held hls wealth‘”“"%ﬁ equlvalent tO a dlsquallfi-.zé

cation for the hlghest polltlcal p031t10ns--a dotrlment rather than
an advantage "to one of hls ambltlon._-- - | . |
Whether this were true or not or whethér 1f true 1t is & poll*l:—.-;"..:-j
ical evil or = pOllthal b19351ng so far as the republlc 1s conct—:‘rn-m-'--"“”=
ed,Mr Astor had an absolute rlght to regard.l;;:njust to hlmself or
obnOX1ous to the 1nterests and welfare of hls descendants and renound&z
_ : -:,‘?zfaésnac> o

his Aallegiance on that account.,Nay,he had a perfect rléht for any

reason,good or bad. That 1s true Amerlcan doctrlnq,ctwman has an ab- o




. e__"_.- . ‘1‘

_of noted nemes--the 115t of 1nvaluab1e 01t128n3~?h0 have come frbnbﬁf"”
other countrles and sought w1th eagerness c:tlzenshlp 1n the Unlted
States,is toc 1ong for any man to attempt to reclte. Of those who

have renounced Amerlcsn cltlzenshlp and assumed another alleglance

with credit to themselves oF honor to the 1and of adeptlon the llSt

is astonlshlngly—-one may say lamentably brlef._Wlll Mr Astor add an.zifg

other name to th;SwT?”“j\eategory9 So far as he 1s personally eoncer._;ig

ed,there seems llttle reason to belleve that he will The qualltles
requisite for perscnal llterary or polltlcal success 1n the two eoun z¥;?

&

tries are not 61331mllar.

traitor by thegeto Whom he has turned fbr sympathy,than by the Amer-

ican p60ple Who aretoo buSY and too tolerant to 1nﬂulge 1n.ma110e y~$




sort of pride the-one man who has 1eft our shores not from shame or

No doubt Mr Astor 8. more or less 51ncere bellef 1n the flctltlous

pedlgree he has 1nvented for hlS ancestors has come to have a sort

of verity in. hlS eyes and llnks hlm mlth the armj of tltle-hungry rez-;f

8 daughter into %:t&z&.wedlocs\ The number of thﬁse‘who are to-day

engaged in & search: fbr an. arlstocratlc pedlgree can hadrly be est1-7




famlly tradltlon for son generatlon/and wasrsald to be supported
zf'by more or less rellable hlstorlcal facts.lThe onl[ dlfflculty wﬁ Uf_j‘ 

/‘«me_

lapse oP some 700 years durlng vhlch there was not a shrea of a hlnt

vere beyond doubt or questlon. Thp dlfflculty was to brldge over the ;‘"

'1nterven1ng chasm. The same troublp confronts Mr Astor in hls her01cﬂf,§

it R o s ...-._.—--—-—-.__‘ —
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are worth. They have thousand of Such themselves--ancestral llﬁﬁ

Mayor of. London 1ntroduced Mr Bayard as ‘a 11nea1 descendant of the

.Chevaller Bayard 1n splte of the fact that the Chavaller s famllﬂ,;,

" the chatoau of ?

valier .de- Bayard b merely becauSe that_was thé nameA?f hlS familyr'”

//fg;;e is sa1d towbe no record thatwhe{left any descendants and 1f he

P




anex&m’pled br:.lllancy. The bad"’

try by depr1v1ng 1t of his presence and approval."




:51ble chagrln among the peuple of the United States._H1s adtion
to be more remarkable as ﬁlu ﬂ' ' Wt ane o
his- really great ancpstor than anyth;ng”else._11 | a |

- In the writer's young days he' had a bOYlSh famlllarlty Wlth twd..
‘men Who had a personal knowledge of John Jacob Astor. One had been f};ﬁf
in his employ When: he was’ mak1ng hlS fight W1th.the great Br1t13h I
fur monopoly on the P&lelc slope the other had had personal relatran?é
tions - ¥ |
vhose’
being

plied impatiently:”

"A great man! Why,sir,he knew to u hair the valiie of every bit




of peltryﬂ-even & SKunk skln-—ln every merkey of the world'“
The latter . Sald wlth & slgh E--He was certalnly a- very
man--the only man of hlS tlme who foresaw the greatness of t_A
R
States &nd realized that every c1t1zen of the re#ubllc must always

ray tribute to the man who owned real estate on the 1sland of ?

To-dayiwhen the W1sdom of thls actual ancestor 1s more than"er“‘

- er apparent is a bad tlme fOr hls'de_ ndantt to throw hlm over forf_"'

the hypothetical nobility of a dublous and unknown p0581ble or Per_*~"“

heps discreditable progen tog. The “Autocrat of the Breakfast Table"

declared that the most 1mportant thlng for a man to do who de31red

U

to assure himself long-llfe &as to choose a fewvgeneratlons of 1ong-'

lived ancestors.“ It is. qulte o0331b1e that Mr Astor may demonstrato

- to the entertainment of all the world that the cholce of ancestry 1s:fff

very ticklish bu31ness.









