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The relation of"Uncle Tom's Cabin" to the abolit1on of slavery not

‘only in the United Ststes but thmqgﬂhout the Christian world, 1s a very

peculiar on%;) ESEEE;%;;; time of Luther mo single. nersonﬂ [ been d1reet{ L

\/Is';'. s bl Pl MM%‘" wf’wd/;“' S O ek
1y responsible for a result of such magnitude as Mrs- | Stow: - : 5
udawa), o Durgly, hocr, e,mm, A«a czwyw
Great as- were the services of Llncoln

by which the institution of slavery was overthrown thh us a candid study _e

of the moral forces on which those events rested shows that the_greatest o

among them was the christian conscience of this nnpretentlous Tew En 1and;-_rfﬁ§

woman,whose intuitions became more potent that all the controversies of

.‘%

Gordian ‘¥knot of Christian civilization and made Lincoln and Grant Apnom-_if'

atox dnd the Constitutional Amendments possible,, he merit of the early'

abolitdsnists is not lessendd by this fact, 'sinée”-" but. fcr them- she- herself-: |

would have been an impossibility. Her pen was the instrument that ren,dea-._;_j_r‘_"'r E

ed their thought effectual and brouﬂht about 1n a single decade what the '3e:'“§

. ﬁ . ,-».
most hopeful had not dared 1ook for 1n a century The marval of this




| Christianitj toward slaverj fnom 1ts earlaest tlmes down te the appearanm%

The early Ghurcﬁkha more or less earneetly opoosed to slavery--eepe-f*f"
cially to the enslavement of bellevers.
tot _he principle of human servitﬂdg.went farther than this but it‘beyond7f3f;

question hm that for ene Ghristian to hold another m bandage was a.t

1east unseemly. There dees not aeem te have been any abherrenee_of it_as ;ﬁ}? {

wsuceeeded it however re]igious 1nst1tutione became the recipient of gifts=:-'“

of 31evee as well as of 1ands and privileges so that by the beginning oﬁ

the ninth century the ehureh was directl; or indirectl; eommitted to boné.a '}_‘

age of whatever eharacted/prevailed in the. various eountries where ite
But

abbeys and monasteriee wete-loeated Afterrthe tenth eentury we flnd nu- :i S




: .’

to be obnoxious that eneChristian should hold another in bonds but that

of soclety and government ,as proclaimed bv the French philosophers of.

the ezghteenth century,which found its first polit10a1 expression in our_




-one of the great militqdr-reliaious soc;eties of the day,and one of the

profesoed purposes and no doubt a most sincere and earnest one Ufahis exp'f'

L

The four centuries ensulng,whlch maJ be termed the slave-era of modrc

ern civilization, were more promouncedly Christian 1n character than ci.
R |
.any other period 1n history. However the term was not identiaal 1n sionxﬂ'

icance then as now. Theologicallj, it meant the samo,of course That is,

it was the same system of salvation But so far as affairs terrestrlal _cf




and wfhich despite a11 revo1l”aga1nst dogma,had the stamp of Rome upon it

¢ To this lnitial concept was added the plain deductien that Chrlstx_ff} o

anity,being the he1r of God's faVOr and the representation of his power

was: charged with dcing his‘will upon the earth especlally éﬁkhe eonversiofbﬁj,w“

&

of the heathen.'mhls gawe Ghristian nations not only the ri*ht bo contrdl
the earth but aiso the people inhabltinn 1t whose dnty wee to believe 1n

the &ord- or to be made to celleve 1n Him by whatever means it was in the
power of God's people to enerc;se to that end Tt was an age of 'Dhr:stl-_guj

(- .
an” rxghts,”Christ1an'dut;,cvertoppin~ and eradicating rather than ssreqﬁﬁ_

ening ,ethlcal oblagat:cns ‘Ehe £aith had not been humanized Its funetlonnfj}fﬂ

ﬂ"‘l _
was salvaticn not justice from man to man nor regard for earthly welfarex _

i

of c&asses and peoples The unbeliever had no ri hts and 1t was the duty

as established._fnf-'i3~ SR
o known NI

What would have been the result 1f the Gcrld had remained as it thmu;gfﬁ3




task of subdding the primefal forests while religion eondonedt.xheewrongfvf |
because of the added opportunitj it gave for the V1ct1m e ealvatien. The_s”v,yvf
fearless Las Casas aroused a sentiment against the enslavement of the |

native raees and theit,intraetibility made it unprofitable but every

European nation that claimed a part of. the new Werd accepted the Afr1aan | f;,f

as a God-Given bondsman.. The denunciation of Canaan and the eurse of iz 'f7F7“E

e>as; and it beeame a matter of duty to fulfill the d1vine anathema as “ﬁﬂijifivﬁ

as to_pedue teha state_ef grace the hnhappy heir_ofﬁdjdine dQSpleasure,,.fff"




mare aopeap te the civilized eonscienee Unfortunately, he friends of mane}-ff'*

were then-aceounted the enemies of Ged The free thinker was 1ooked upon;f,;;f:

S tenets.

reJectien of Christianiuyxxxxntxinlzxxltxxlxxgxxu begfli:"'

ing_regazded as the greatest possible erime auainst society.-f Tom Paine,A-f;lu

. earliest and
the infidel ,one oP the institutﬁon sAboldeet 6pponen*s,tas denounced

hardly less bitterly for his unbelief than for hlS assaultg on it._fAdev.'“” .

ition" and 'infidelity came to be almost s;non;mous terms to the populaeﬁj"ie”;

17 means but beeauae:_f._j_]? _f’ZQ-‘

Though Whitfield advoeated slavery;as a means of graee to whites anikf?f'

. ;/) - ,..,‘x,—-—m

blacks. alike‘wesley denouneed it j"i”&;J

though/the Genstltutlon o‘f the United States was its Gibralter the gupremf o

o emedl
Court 1te. servant a1l parties its tools, by far the most powerful foree

in perpetuaajng the iniquity against man was the Ghristian sentiment ef

the eiviltzed werld Sueh is_the histoyy eg the Ghristianization ogﬁla_ﬁh;u.a“ff




%

_qeould never have affeeted it ean.only be called a miracle,-nthe De-chris-sgeh;f
t1an12atien of slsvery,from whleh its overthrow resulted as 8 necessary

and unavdidable consequence.”“ei;w

uenﬁcompnahend the truth only as they are fltted to receive it and

" the churehes that the uaster 8 teaching everywhere enjoined equality ef |

LAdE

ight and 1dentity of obligation setting-aside no rich with Special duties_fV"’

no poor with Speclfie ills no assured inheritors of dﬁitrea or of contu ----- .
- as an general

mely. With thlsA?ndercurrant of thou ht,. Uncle Tam Cablﬂ suddedy re-."'

v ealed to every mind the essentially un-christian oharaeter of slavery

The charecters are a11 Christaan types--or potent1a17”ypes--w1th unchrlstrfﬁvgn‘

‘lan contrasts.; We see and admire the Christ-llke r931gnation of the slame-°'w




less hate the unchristian bnute who in half a hundred 1anguages is calledif,f_h

to his God ebGVﬁfobedience to'law._In short there is a eeaeless panoramet_fe:f
- of the Christian slave oommunity. There uéﬁgiho simuations ,no denunoiaai':
tions nothing that could not be peraneled in actual ,commonplaoe 11fe
'nothing but truths told in the simplest manner by a pen guided by a m1nd1 5T‘

calm,merciful full of 1ove for all manking

Every reader Pnew instinctively that the 1nd%?ement was - Just the"“

Christian arraignment of a " Christian institution.
' adultery,torture bro}en hearte and embruted 1ives were the unavoidable re— _t
ults of anJ alavery,even the moet merciful and 'Christian ,and that such'"'_;fL

' -‘-‘.l.‘

on another be-his race what it may. '”n“'=§r m

31'13 doubtfu1 1f the booP conld have been written by anJ one but af7fﬁ'”

fuiiarff?f*r

limitatione of experianoe joined wi;h a most supreme Ghristian hope and ; g;g;wg
Paith. It was ‘the lens whieh foouesed the raye from the great white ff;.}“”tig
. upon: the slaves fetters e Cal

throne Anntil they me]ted, bayond humnn pewer to ever forge again for o
' ":: removed N




be rlghtously held by anothﬂr s w111——th0ugh a Christian will--with no. ;ﬁ7sw"”‘
s are granted to -
more moral or ethieal privileges tha7)\an_f‘mth1nlring creat
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