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" through the operatlons of the Cef?us Bureau.,lt may be true that
_ ~and it may not be true ;  _3.;__E
flgures Wlll not 11e as some “one has sald that z“thev are the 11-fﬁ-iv;"”

Ly

aéring array of 1rrelevant statlstlc*s constlthte the most succesa;'f ”

ful method yet 1nvented of smotherlng unpleasant facts or bolster-f*'
ing up redlculous theorles. So long as the truth 13 unattalnable e,

eva:y one 13 at llberty to 1mag1ne the best or the worst accordlng

B




~into such a mqss of statlstzcal 1nformat10n as 1s presented 1n any JQWJ

time to research, -  1;‘ f.“

ﬁPOHlthe very flrst tbe Census Reports have been a aep031tory

“‘

to have been altogether valuless though some have very nearly ap- '7?? i
proached that 11m1t. rrom,the or1g1na1 Census of 1790 down to that .

‘has. : : ;
of 1880 there kxxn been of course a vast 1mprovement both 1n the

methods of collectlng 1nformat10n and 1n the subjects of 1nqu1ry

the country;the‘mater,alf-lements of transport_\;;n‘the statlstl s;‘




publlc charltable and penal 1nst1tut10ns and church relat1ons and j[fi;fﬁ

possessions, and many other subgects of llke character 1t may be A

somewhat 1mma1red to the statlstlcal student by apparently needless

changes of claSS1f1cat10n as well a° by a certaln redundancy of esm """ f;f;;

comparlson not 11ke1y to be contznued 1n subsequent compllatlons.,;"“

gone to whzmlslcal extremes. It may of course be a matter of sc1en-_5i};;

tifie interest to know the dlstrlbutlon and den31ty at varlous ele_.7*;"'

vations, by latltudlnal and 1ong1tud1nal sect1ons and accordlng to

the mean temperatureof July. It would be 1nterest1ng also to know

the average helght and welght of the varlous classex of Our PQPula/sﬁiﬁﬁas

tion at dlfferent perloﬁs of llfe hom many had red halr and how ma“"t;iEEX

ny black eyes. Such data however 1n the present state of publlc

,'\.' .




ly directed to results and very llttle heed has been glven to conpei‘i5f§

ditions. Our pride has centered in productlon,accumulatlon and 1n—9" Y

telligences, We have pinned our faith on averages and aggregates

without giving any spec1al attent1on,to the relatlons of 1nd1V1du-_f;f:f

als or classes to the results attalned. In our exultatlon at the f‘?s"'-;

- they presage to the masses of our Amerlcan peoPle._Today,the most

1mportant questlons the world over,are based upon the tendencles

1mag1nary 1nequa11ty of opportunlty and cend1t10n,the wonderful conf-e_e

speculatlon is r1fe assertlon and counter assertlon abundanm;jffafﬂfg;jpﬁ

‘:1s the only method by wh1chrrella—fﬁ"Lﬁ




to the aggregates and avereges or‘productlen; It eeereduneene ae,ﬂ
to results;barren in regard to eondltzens. The resultants of Amer1
" ean labor were presented Wlth the most wh1m51cal varlety of methods.uﬁ.
and the minutest subd1v131on of area but of the‘Amerlcan laborer
nothing was recorded except the average size of hlS famzly,the pfﬁﬂ
grade of his 1nte111genee and the general eharacter of hls oecupa;
tion. , et LT DA e

in the Tenth Ceneus for the flrst tlme an attempt was made to

J‘:

eond1t1ons were still subordznate.As a record of nat10na1 reseourcaﬁ pffgﬁ

it is as nearly perfect as a f1rst attempt to analyze and claSS1fy

meehanxcal produetzon,labor wages and expense eould be made,--per-'p:;f?'ﬁ

haps indeed as complete as sueh a record can ever be made. The ele—ffaffi

elassified 50 as to present relxable data for estlmatlng cost and

Proflt wh1eh seems to be the ehlef axm.of such stat1st1es.$o far as?r '”v‘




So too as regards”the reéord of agficélﬁufal.pfédﬁétlon;mIﬁ i: ff'5
this field very fortunatelu,the attempt to analyze productlon 1nto“
its elements and def1ne the relatzon of wages to results“has ﬁeen
abandoned. It was easy’ to be seen that here the dlsturblng elementé;iw

the effects of which it is 1mp0331ble to com@ute are too nnmerous

be,not to make comparlsona to 111nstaate theor1es or to exempllfy ”f

i

. political dogmas,but to so. state the essentlal facts as to permlt
f, B

the clearest p0331ble v1ew of all the condltlons affectlng the naﬁifgff?*

tlonal life 1eavzng the comblnatlon of such data and,the suggestmi&u~

of conclus1ons to be drawn therefnom.entlrely to the student of

soczal econditions.

The tabulatzon of agrlcultural products 1n the Tenth Census e‘




&

stantial foundatlon of thaﬁn compller s well-earned fame..f_ff

Yet a e: reful examlnatlon of 1ts tables Wlll reveal the fact f{fliﬂ%

that it ﬂﬁfbrs no means whatever for answerlng the most important

questions that can be asked touchlng the socmal and economlc condLLQfgfff

tions of the American people. By consultlng its pages one can read:Q?fcj;

ily ascertain,how many are engaged 1n agrlculture how mnch they gzsf.ff;ﬁ

grow of every variety of farm produce 1n every state and county,howf.Vﬁffl

many are engaged in manufactururcs and what 1s the result how many
in fishéries and what is the usual catch how many are mlnlng and

what is the output and. Just what the cash v lues of these pursu:ts

are how many churchnx-spzres p01nt the heavenward way and thelr ag-f 5};{

gregate value i how many schools Ue have and the statzstlcs of atten—{;fiff”

dance,--in short almost every concelvable Phase of 11fe and 1mpor-_: i“f;

"~ tant relation of the 1nd;v1dua1 1s there dlsplaycd exccpt the one ‘?,:fﬁf%

b A : o
whlch is most 1mportant of all ff“fni soclo-polltlcal p01nt of v1ew







h

holdinta ’qas A‘bema a matter




. - P

certain Amerlca% theorlsts upon thls subJ ect. : In consequence of '

these th1ngs whrieh is hardly any questlon not w:thln the range of

defined partlsan controversy,to Wthh popular thought is S0 anxl-fﬂief;f.‘

" conmon welfare.

Thus far speculatlon upon the matter has been almost entlrely

hension of the condldtlons resultzng from.unrastrlcted przvate ow—:"
~nership in other countrles. That portlon of our populatlon.whlch.ls
of foreign birth or of 1mmed1ate forelgn parentage,ls of course

keenly alive to the danger of actual or supposed 01V11 tendeneles

of this sort,while the prod1g10us reduct1on of the ratlo of land -;;1f5§5

owners to the entlre populatlon 1n the last twenty years whlch 13 )
apparent to the ordlnary observer taken 1n connectlon W1th the un-;  ;'

precedented increase of our urban populatlon,and the general‘b#ttk

people to regard the. matter wlth an 1nterest approachlng to anxzety-ﬁfufrs

A quarter of a century ago 1t may be doabted 1f one 1nla?thousand
of our people‘ha@_e?ex;-;:e mst 1dea of danger_ to e app chended

from wlinisea privats or




1ty of a not remote future. o

So far as the land of the Unlted States 13 concerned,thls con,-j;?ff

tionse. As a matter of fact we know noth:ng about who owns the land

the number of land owners nor the 51

Union or the ratio of land owners te tenants

their own dom1c1les to those




and also. because of the frequency W1th whlch the most p081t1ve as-i fo:;

sertions are. made pro and con,upon thls subgect on whlc,;

sweeplng‘arguments are based..Yet 1nqu1ry‘W11‘7demonstrate the 11t~ lfﬁfi

er for a moment not merely What 1t 1s deslrable that we should knos_7#kf

but what is absolutely

.deductions can be"made

ed tendencies. Land; in 1ts comprehen31ve sense 1s used for three ?ffg,Ff

purposes; re31dence'for




valuss L3 h'k’ mmuv’ t"t& lmd I-od !'or busmsss PUPPOSQB 13 !‘arelr




-\3'”"“1” "P‘m“’ As 0*19!‘83'119 is "a ™

ally a matter ef' cmut tanot.f’r s




vate lmldings ar cach elass aud tha gmeml ralat:m e!‘ the t‘aots

thus n o

soqj.ologital; erfaet er la!'ge mduidual holdings ef raalty depends

very grutlr upen the usg te whu{ tho Iaml is dmtoﬁ,zma t} at




belmg w m*'arc»fhﬁd in tmt !’or arufinal

groups, ao!'po!'atims, anseliatx-_z" '8, 0

italistie cembinaumz 13 !'end ot‘ desrgnatmg useart A!'te!‘ thoso

and hardly less usmtxal to a Jnst and naapr¢msivc un o!' tho




ditions.
' The same data from whzch these general uses may be determlned e

with wery sllght addltlonal 1nqu1ry would enable the census to glve_;zj57“

manuiac turerers and bus'-:-ness ﬁlme“n--- own the' 'ipnzacze-s; Whe-re.;they. : carry _L . S

on their occupatlons?  "':

&-=Hovw many unlte bu31ness and re31dence and.what proportlan

do these constztute of the realty der1v1ng value__” Ai:€;i1 ;;¢3,-




ﬁaﬁ u the wats;‘ef lumc!t










all thiﬂ(%mst r*:gquz.ro‘ is a -. Lfl}mrloﬂge of’ a.ll

the eondi tiens of ﬂw preblcuu




of politieal ﬂmnmms,_\mmh has&reeeivsd mors cons:.derauw. e

than it dQSM“ M - mafd'odﬂas PB .cure fO!' all eeunomic i
ovils, is b&sed murely upen > uiea 0!' publx"'-ﬂ;Omershlp of la.ndl-

At presmt the onl; real i.nromagm that can b e gleanod rrm

" the cdnsus in relatmn t.o ’c.ha oseupancy er land m the varwus |

wits




(2)the estlmated value of each’.and (3)the aggregate productlons

of each class; The mere number of farms over l,ooe acres 1n extent

»

of correctness any of the followlng quest10ns°How"many men own

each of these classes of farms? How many farms are eecupled an?iﬁﬂjf;fﬁrgﬁ

. year? What proportlon of 1essees furnlsh thelr own stock and ﬁuple_;;ﬁ,.”d

ments and how many - are "grubstaked“ by the ewner? '  ﬁ'ﬂ 5ff3;?;5ff:*ﬁ?”




ity and glory must forever hang. EheThe Amerlcan Republlc has no
external foes to fear and need not shrlnk from any 1nterna1 perzl

if its people are allowed to understand the real condltlons they

confront and are thereby enabled to devlse and apply thezr own remﬂf,;f{ﬁb

edies."The 1ntelligence of the people“,whlch has been so hlghly comuz}f;"

depends dozs not mean the power to read.and,wrlte alone. The schol” ;7fi3ﬁ

hl

Car is not unfrequently the natlon s worst enemy because of h1s gross-fﬁﬂt

&gnorance of the 11fe whlch flows about h1m but of whzch he 1s not

a part. The 1nte111gence on Whlch alone the Republlc may rest se-iQf;f*









