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A glance at the Table of Contents oi this volume, presented
another page, will show the. extent'of time ‘atid ‘the course of 1
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- Fugitive Stave Bill; in i850—4an
whicki’events’ toried ip tiie’ Nort
oi‘itbilrst, an‘d it ﬁtly:clésa‘; with:h




Zhat was “the heart of his life.” Yet it did not excludé;b"yt*ré;thér
gave free play to ali the wonderful knowledge of nature, of'man
tory, of constitutional law, of art, of science, of theology, of Bible - loté;
and of so many departments of life, which furnished his arguments and
illustrations ; it left him scope for all his patriotism, his (&enial humor,
his broad good sense. his flashing wit, his scorn.of meannéss, his gener-
ous appreciation of what is noble ; it was the inspiration of his Juxuriant
mind and splendid eloquence, the secret of his ever growing influence;
The “ Review of his Personality,” written by one who, as. boy ‘and
man, knew him intimately for forty years, and who for twenty - years
was closely connected with him in literary work and business“associa<
tion, traces out the way in which his birth and breeding, education'and -
professional training, prepared him for his career; and how, during-
all, his love for truth and personal devotion to God -an
man enabled him to hold a sturdy loyalty to principle amid ‘all"the
“surrounding passions and policies ; this, all enforced by statements; let--
' *ters, sayings of MR. BEECHER himself, and by many.personal incidents.
" Of the chief contents of the volume—the PATRIOTIC AD
DRESSES—it is not too much to say that they constitute a glowing
Picture of the Times: their facts, often violently disputed.when "

¥,

first set forth, have now hardened into accepted truth; and theirmatter -
- and style,—for terseness, closeness of logic, aptitude of illustration,” . =~ *
. tion, keenness of wit, power of appeal, and all the elements- of -effectiv
- eloquence,—will stand among the most enduring monuments Tof';"h:ié; ‘
gemigs.. . - NN
7 is volume gives what few would expect in the addresses of a pop-:
ularreform orator,—the Constitutional History of the United.
n all that important line of discussion and change atfected by -
itution of slavery, as outlined by the band of aymaster.. " .
2 complete view of his magnificent triumph in Englan
3, France and England both stood waiting, an alliance with th
South being openly advocated, This was the real -crisis-of the war,
for England’s intervention .meant Federal defeat.. ‘The: fate.of. th
nion ‘hung ‘in the balance when Beecher appeated to libetty-lovin
Englishrien ; 'he touched the hearts of the,masses whose respofise.was
eeded by their rulers. With his single voice, he stayed a great.
Phis_heroic -achievement_made ;Union . victory .poss
an the American people ever. fully appreciate that service or.
the most graphic descriptions, of. that English episode ever
tten, was the article by OLIVER  WEN

3 vast deal of truth in it. here repr

mwuzthnotmg in all these speeches, that amid’the heated dise









