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Education and Econamics

It has been pointed out that jus-
tice is the very highest virtue, be~
cause the latest in development.

We have the strange spectacle of
preachers and teachers calling up-
on people to strive for love, ana
in fact trying to develop a con-
ception of divine love, and at the
same time these same preachers
and teachers are yuite indifferent
to conditions of the most glaring
injusticet Why is it that men
thrill and glow and feel the whaole
teing respond to an expression of
true, deep, lasting love, but inthe
very moment of emotional response
to a fceling of love, will ignore the
most savage injustice?

Thousands of people all over our
land admire’ and are deeply moved
by an account of thes strong suf-
fering to help the weak, or the
efforts of brave souls seéekipg the
lost, lifting the fallen, befriendinz
the homeless, giving hope to the
hopeless, food to the  hungry,
clothes to the naked, fathering the
orphai, protecting the widow,and
“giving work” to those who are
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discouraged or have met financiaf
tailure. Thousauds 1 say, approve
and admire, yes, strive to imitate
such dceds, and at the same time
will rot even consent 10 investi-
gate the conditions which causea
the sickness, sorrow, weakness, fail-
vre, despair or misery they solong
to alleviate. \Why? Why do mea
geem to have a conception of love
and yet fail to even recognize in-
justicelt : 1

A congeption of anything is not
attained by preaching or teaching
but by experience.

Children have felt parentaf love
from. birth and a conception of that
virtue has grown into the very be-

ing with the unconscious de-elop- .

ment. Has justice had the same
opportunity to enter the humain
couceptiony

The child enters school at six
years of age where tasks are aa-
sigt ed, and requirements made re-
garaless of his patuval interests
or desires. He caunot see the jus-
tice in the requirements, neither
can he feel it,

If his nature happeas to thrive
ur.der the requirements, he sno-

ceeds ana does not .really under-.

stand why success is his, but im-
agines he is a fasored Deing,
“smarter” or “brighter’”or “yuick-
er” than the rest. He gets theo
idea that all might succeed if they
~owld do as he does never once re-

alizing that it is the natural thing

for him todo as he does and would
be the unnpatural things for othe.s

-t0o do the same. He cannot con-~

ceive that he hns beendasored, has
had a “special privilege’ in hav-
ing a course of study or a school
system to which he npaturally re-
sponds. A bird cannoc undepstana
why a fishlives in water and) does
not {ly as he does!

If the child's nature does not
respond to the tasks or require-
ments, he is a failure. His lifeis
made micerable by reprooi and ex-
hortation, by all sorts of expres-
sions of the displeasure of those in
authority. He knows he fails, but
does not understand why. He
grows discouraged, idle, vicious,
is calleu “bad” or “deficient.” Ev-
en when he strives honestly ana
faithfuliy he still may f{ail. He
sees thoe *“bright” child suecreea
with little effort, he finds himself
a failure even after great effort,
He acquires a misconveption of
justice.

Any school system under which
some may flourigsh and<othertilan-
guish cannot be called a true educa-
tiopal system, and can fiever  de-
velop a conception of justice in
the minds of the nation.

When young people have exper-
iepced the deadening effect of
such a system is it any wonder
that they enter the business world
unable to note the unjust condi-
tiops which they meet?

The successful man credits  his.

success to his superior ability,
the unsuccessful man cursey his

huick or deplores his “poor bLusi-
pess ability,” _

Both are equally incompetent
from Lhé very naiure of the traic-
ing and experiences durinZ the
growing formative years og  their
lives-to perceive that ecopnomicin-
jastice 18 really the cause of oneca
tailure ana the other‘s success. The
‘power to conceive of a condition
of justice has never been allowed
ic develop and they are intelle-t-
ually unable 1o recognize unjust
conditions or ecnceive of a2 condi-
tion of justice or equality of op-~
portunity. S

Now suppose our school sysiem
from the kindergarten throughthe
university were to remove ail te-
quirements and simply strive to

meet the demands of the growing =

mind and body? Suppose little
children were allowed to work and
play, #ing and dance, hear stories
arnd tell them, study nature ana
mare things to their hearts eom-"
tent. Lé&arn to reaa and writd
when they realty need it, and Want
to, but never stimulated to desire
thirgs delonging to older years,
. Suppose the “smart” child were
allowed t& ke amart and quick ana
competent but givon t0 much _ {o
do happily and wholesomely "that
he would never be conscious of be-
ing “ahead’” of anybody,
Suppose the “dull” child were al-
lowed to plod along in his own
slow way, never feeling that he is
“behind” anybody; doing, .poorly,
perhaps, but as well as he:-can Lne
things he loves to do, the thinge
that ‘belong to :his stage
of development, associated




with other chxlclren -
his age, and not humiliated by’

l“g ® ept ﬁack' or - ‘Sput back fo““(

reasons, which, however. w:sely‘e:.- :

plained, must alwgys He lncornpm..'

hcnmble to him.

Now suppose these “bnght" chifs :.-:

".dren and “dull” children. go .-~:on

working and playing. and studying " . '

through the school -yéars, without

striving' to “get ahead™ or’ “keep._’-: -
ahead” of anylbody, \ut.hout ev=

en a, temptation .to  “crib™ or -
“cheat” or appear to know . ~when
they do not “know, never dreaming
of failure but realizing that all are

succeeding, that some are dom‘,
one way, some another and. that .

each has the sacrea right to. - his
own way! If the school will pro-
vide ‘an ervirorwment which - wili -
a'low all children to grow mnmter- .
fupieédly "then _their.  conception
¢! justice. will be A FREE FIELD
AND EQUALITY OF OPEURTUN'--
ITY, fer they ha 1
equality -of ‘opport

‘When these young p ple, I say,
who have gained s conception of
justice by living it, -ente
ivorld -they will pot

Tecognize
structmg~of an i
ress~=but they wi
quu:k and tru
wreng and e tabii
equality of op
developed bein






