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HE literary agent undertakes for the

I author the business of placing his manu-

scripts with the publisher. He offers
the book to the houses most lkely to publish
1it; he knows the different publishers and the
kind of books that they publish, and so saves
the author from offering his ook of travels, for
instance, to a house that is untikely to be inter-
ested in that class ot book.

The agent knows not only the standing but
also the personnel of the different publishing
houses, and he ascertains whether they are in
sound financial condition.  If a house has a bad
reputation in the way of outright dishonesty or
of making unfair agreements with authors, he
enables the author (o avoid such a house. He
draws up contracts for authors, and ensures
their selling the book to the publisher on a basis
by which they shall get a fair return for their
work, As he knows the market value of the
book, or short story, he can put upon it the
price which it sheuld obtain, and, being in close
communication with the different publishing
houses and magazines, he isin a {ar better posi-
tion to negotiate with them and push the matter
to a successful conclusion than a man who is
not dealing with them every dav,
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In short, he is able to remove from the
author’s shoulders the whole matter of negotia-
tion and, if need be, of bargaining—a matter
which the author by training and nature is un-
able to undertake successfully—leaving him
free to attend to his own proper vocation.

In the case of a successful author there may
be keen competition for his books, and in that
case it is the agent’s duty to find out which pub-
lisher is willing to make the most generous
terms, taking into account the stability and rep-
utation of the different publishing houses and
thus to obtain for the author the best possible
arrangement.

When a man wishes to rent a house he does
not go about the city looking at every empty
house that faces his way. He goes to a real
estate agent who has a list of houses, or who

can take him at once to the house which is

most likely to suit his requirements. So the
literary agent approaches the publisher who is
most likely to accept the kind of book that any
individual author has to sell, and thus saves the
author the troublesome and disagreeable neces-
sity of knocking at many doors, only to find
them closed.

Mr. Reynolds, through his connections in
London with English publishers and agents, is
in an advantageous position to arrange the
English publication of such books as are placed
in his hands.

i

The following letters are from authors for
whom Mr. Reynolds has sold books, plays, or
short stories :

My DEArR REVYNOLDS :

It gives me pleasure to write not only that §
have always found your services as a literary
agent most valuable, but also that in all business
dealings I have discovered you to be eminently
fair and just. '

Sincerely,
STEWART EpwaArp WHITE.

Dear PauvL:

I wish you all success—within the bounds of
reason.

I add this because if everybody on earth -

should find you out there would need to be
more of you—and there is only one Paul Rey-
nolds, and I, for one, could not do without him.
Most sincerely yours,
OLtver HERFOKD.

Mr. PavL R. RevnoLps has acted as Agent
in disposing of manuscripts for me during a
number of years. 1 have found him pleasant to

_ deal with, prompt and satisfactory in every way.

His wide acquaintance with periodicals, and his
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good judgment, have enabled him to place my
work much more advantageously than | could
have done myself

HARRIET PRESCOTT SPOFFOKRD,

DAk Mr, REVNOLDS:

You know that [ totd vou a few months ago
that I liked best to manage for myseli, but | was
willing to let vou experiment with managing for
me. May 1 write you now that | am thoroughily
cunvinced no one writer can manage for her-
self as well as you can manage for her. |
~hould like 1o write that opinion out a dozen
times a day if it could help you only the tenth
part as much as you have bhelped me. The
relief from worry and correspundence, —the
absolute confidence which your care and promp-
titude =00n inspire,—mean more to tired and
husy brain-workers even than the increased
nnancial gain. 7

Y.ours gratefully,
ANNE WaRNEK.

I am glad, my very dear Reynolds, to have
teen invited into your company of immortals.
Are you not he who makes two (literary—not
hterally) blades of grass grow where one grew 7
selah !

Jorn LutHEr Lowna.

&

My DEAk Mg. REVNOLDS:

There are three things w hich appeal spc-cm
cally to me: First, the fact that you invariably
obtain full value for an author's work. Second,
your ability, successfully and constantly, to intro:
duce the author to new. .and better markets.
Third, the impartial fairness of :t all

Sincerely,
Wit HAMIL!U!\ US]iOR:\}-

My DEear Mg, REvNOLDS:

Aliow me at the beginning of the new year to o

thank you for the careful and competent way. in

which you have looked out for my intérests.in” .

America. You have done far better for e
than 1 could have done for ‘myself, besides -
sparing me all the worries of busmess détail: _
{ am thoroughiy satisfied with your help tn the -
past, and trust to it for the future W llh ever\ .
good wish, S L
I am )ours very smcereh :

E Nemm

Deak Mr. Rev Nol,m"

I am-so glad to have IhlS opportumty cf once -
more thanking you for your untaxlmg care-far .-
my interests, and the great’ skill withow h_xch_)_"ou




have ‘managed all my literary matters during
the past five years. What I should have done
without you | could not imagine.
Tous mes meilleurs amities,
BETTINA VON HUTTEN.

My DEAR REYNOLDS :

1 like to tell you that I think you not only the
best literary agent in the world, but also the
best kind of friend that a writing man can have.
You not only sell his stuff, you read it, and it is
your pleasant habit to put life into the author
by telling him when you like his work. You

have soid my dualogues in America when no
one would look at them on this side ; and it was
a marvelous thing to me how you managed to
sell every one, though it sometimes took months
to doit. More power to you,
Yours always,
ALFRED SUTRO,




HE regular arrangement that Mr.

I Reynolds makes in cases where he has

not had any previous relations with an
author is as jollows :

It the author will send his manuscript, Mr.
Reynolds agrees to examine it for three dollars,
paid in advance, on a story of six thousand
words or less ; for five duliars, paid in advance,
on a story over six thousand words and not
exceeding ten thousand words, and for ten (10)
dollars, paid inadvance, for a longer manuscript,
-including book manuscripts.  [f, after exami-
nation, Mr. Revnolds thinks he can place it, he
15 glad to use his best efiorts to this end by
vtfering it in the most likely places. If he suc-
ceeds he charges a fifteen per cent, commission
on the amount obtatned, no commission to be
less than five dollars,

Every day Mr. Reynolds is asked by authors
to place thefr manuscripts, and as he will not
offer a manuscript unless he believes it can be
sold, and as this cannot be determined without
a careful reading of such manuscript, and as
such reading takes a good deal of time, Mr.
Reyvnolds has to charge a fee. i, on examining
the story, he does not think it can be sold, he
says so frankly, giving his reasons for thinking
su, and returns it to the author.

Mr. Reynolds has been doing this kind of
work for a number of years, and he thinks his




opinion of 4 book should be of some assistance
tu an author because of his knowledge .of the
different editors and publishing houses through-
out the country.

lf an author hesitates to emter into  an
arrangement of this nature, he isalwavs advised
tu offer the story himself.

The sums mentioned above are for type-written
manuscripts.  Hf the manuscripts are written an
additional sum will be required, us the reading
of handwriting is more difficult and requires
miuch more timme.




Paul -Revere Reynolds

70 Fitth Avenue
New York




MR. REYNOLDS has ICLcmiy suld  the
tollowing buoks :
THE PATRIOT,
THE SINNER, by Auwtone Fopazzare
THE SAINT,
THE MYSTICS, by Catherine Cecit Thurston
JOSEPH VANCE, by William De Morgan
FRAULEIN SCHMIDT AND MR, ANS.
TRUTHLER, by the Authur of Evizasern
anp Hex German Garpen
THE WHITE CAT, bv Gelett Burgess.
THE MEASURE OF THE HOURS,
by Maurice Musterlinck
THE CONQUEST OF BREAD,
bv Prince Kropotkin
THE CONFESSIONS OF A DADDY and
THE GREAT AMERICAN PIE COMPANY,
bv Ellis Parker Butler
COME AND FIND ME, by Elizabeth Rubins
DELILAH OF THE SNOWS,
by Harold Bindloss
POLLY PAT’S PARISH, by Winitred Kirkland

Among  other authors whose buoks or short

sturies he has sold either directly or

through

English publishers or agents are:

Baruness von Hutten
Anne Warner

R. L. Garnper

Ralph Henry Barbuur
Beatrive Hertord

Thomas Dixon, [r.

Joel Chandler Harris

C. N. Willamson
Maarten Muartens

Eden Phiflpotts

Juhu Luther Long

Muary Cholmondeley
George Barr McCutcheon
H. G. Wells

Marion Crawtord
Arthur Stringer

Florence Morse Kingslev

Greorge Brandes
Geraldine Bouner
Wiltliamn H. Oshorne
F. Neshie

Oliver Herford
William R. Lighton
Ernest C. Peixouo
H. W, Marriot- Wason
Bliss Carman

Henry K. Webster
Emery Potile

May Sinclair

Altred Sutro

Israel Zangwill

Lily A. Long

Jack London

Ernest Thompson Seton






