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Introduction

Albion Winegar Tourgée was born on May 2, 1838, in Williamsfield,
Ohio, a small farming community in the northeastern corner of the state.
At the age of nine he moved with his family to Kingsville, Ohio, and
there he later attended the Kingsville Academy to prepare himself for
college. Tourgée entered the University of Rochester in 1859 and re-
mained there until 1861, when he left college to take a teaching position
at Wilson, New York. He joined the 27th New York Volunteer Infantry
in 1861 and was granted his A.B. degree from Rochester in June of 1862,
in absentia. At the first Battle of Bull Run, in July, 1861, Tourgée re-
ceived a severe spinal wound that nearly cost him his life and caused
his discharge from the army. He returned home to Kingsville to re-
cuperate, and he occupied his time by studying law at the office of
Sherman and Farmer in near-by Ashtabula. Later, in May, 1864, he was
admitted to the bar. By July, 1862, Tourgée was well enough to accept a
commission in the 105th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and he served with this
unit until his discharge from the Army in January, 1864.

After the Civil War, Tourgée and his wife, the former Emma Kilborn,
a classmate at the Academy whom he had married in 1863, decided to
move to the South. Tourgée’s health had not been good since he was
wounded in 1861, and he hoped that a milder climate than that of
northern Ohio would be beneficial to him. They chose a home in
Greensboro, North Carolina, Tourgée became a partner in a nursery
business there, and they moved to the South in October of 1865. The
nursery business soon failed, but this time Tourgée was deeply involved
in the political activities of the state. While a resident of North Carolina,
from 1865 to 1879, Tourgée was a delegate to the Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1868, a judge of the Superior Court in the Seventh District, a
member of the Code Commission, and a Pension Agent. In addition to
these activities, Tourgée began to contribute articles, poems, and letters
to the press of the state, and in 1867 he edited a newspaper, The Union
Register, in Greensboro. Tourgée’s experiences in North Carolina
provided him with material on which he based his most popular and
important literary works, especially A Fool’s Errand (1879), his most
celebrated novel, and it was in North Carolina that he developed many
of the political ideas which he was to advocate during the remainder
of his life.

Life in North Carolina for Tourgée and his family became increas-
ingly difficult. The Ku Klux Klan was a powerful influence in the state,
and Tourgée, the carpetbagger champion of Negro rights, was threatened
more than once. He felt that the Reconstruction policies of the Federal
Government had failed and that his future, and perhaps even his life,
was uncertain in the South. Therefore, in 1879, Tourgée moved his
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family back to the North, finally settling in Mayville on the shore of
Lake Chautauqua, in northwestern New York.

Looking back on his experience as a writer in North Carolina and
encouraged by the great success of 4 Fool’s Errand, Tourgée decided to
try to support himself and his family as a writer. He published numerous
povels, short stories, poems, political articles and books, edited two
journals,! and made several lecture tours. Several of Tourgée’s early
r.lovels were based on his experiences in North Carolina. The most
important of these were 4 Fool’s Errand, Bricks Without Straw (1880),
and 4 Royal Gentleman (1881, published first in 1874 as 'Toinette).
Figs and Thistles (1879) is also an early book and is of special interest
because it is autobiographical, based on Tourgée’s boyhood in Ohio and
on his service in the Civil War. Of his later novels, perhaps the most
important is Murvale Eastman, Christian Socialist (1890) which ex-
amines the Christian Socialism of the later part of the nineteenth century
and may have been influenced by dnnie Kilburn and 4 Hazard of New
Fortunes by William Dean Howells. Tourgée produced several other
novels including Out of the Sunset Sea (1893), an historical novel set
during the time of Columbus, The Mortgage on the Hip-Roof House
(1896), patterned after Horatio Alger’s stories, and With Gauge & Swallow,
Attorneys (1889), a collection of short stories dealing with the law.

Among Tourgée's nonfiction, perhaps the most important are An
Appeal to Caesar (1884) which was written at the request of President
Garfield and outlines a plan for Federal aid to education, and The
Invisible Empire which was bound with A4 Fool's Errand in 1880 and
documents the events described in the novel in the manner of Mrs.
Stowe's A Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Letters to a King (1888) is a
series of essays on good citizenship, and The Story of a Thousand (1896)
is the history of the 105th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. One of Tourgée's
most relaxed and charming books is An Outing With the Queen of
Hearts (1894), a long personal essay illustrated by the author's daughter,
Aimeé Tourgée.

Tourgée became a widely read and controversial columnist for the
Chicago Inter Ocean, and two collections of his columns were published
in book form as A Man of Destiny (1885) and The Veteran and His Pipe
(1886). In 1891 he founded the National Citizens’ Rights Association
which he promoted in his columns in the Inter Ocean. From 1882 to
1884 Tourgée edited Our Continent in Philadelphia and New York,
and in 1895 and 1896 he edited The Basis in Buffalo, New York.

.llj‘or a list qf Tourgée's writings, see the present writer's “A Checklist of the
Wrmn;g,s of Albion W. Tourgée (1838-1905),” Studies in Bibliography, XVIII (1965),
pp. 169-279.

In 1897 Tourgée was appointed United States Consul at Bordeaux,
France, by President McKinley, and he died there on May 21, 1905.

The Albion W. Tourgée Papers collected at the Chautauqua County
Historical Society in Westfield, New York, present a substantially com-
plete record of Tourgée’s full and varied career.? The collection contains
11,167 items, and the scholar will find letters to and from Tourgée, legal
and military documents, business papers, manuscripts and printed copies
of many of the author’s novels, articles, poems and speeches, diaries kept
by Tourgée and his wife, scrapbooks, and notebooks, all of which will
help illuminate the man, his works, and his times.

These papers have been arranged in chronological order and are
available to scholars at the Chautauqua County Historical Society. In
addition to the availability of the papers themselves, a microfilm copy
of the collection has been made and is available at the Society or at the
Kent State University Library, Kent, Ohio. Permission to publish or
quote from these papers must be obtained in writing from the Chau-
tauqua County Historical Society.

Each item in the collection has been assigned a number and has been
described briefly on a card which has been microfilmed immediately
preceding the item it describes. These descriptions® contain, in the case
of letters, the date, the name of the addresser and addressee, place from
which the letter was sent and the residence of the addressee if these
are known, and the number of pages. For articles, legal documents,
business papers, etc., the date, title, author or subject are given, brief
notations are provided for some types of material, and the number of
pages is included.

The index which follows will serve as a guide to both the original
papers and to the microfilm copy of them. Names of addresser and ad-
dressee, names of persons involved in the descriptions of material, and the
titles and authors of writings are entered in the index. Since nearly all
of these papers involve Albion W. Tourgée and his wife, Emma Kilborn
Tourgée, entries under their names have been confined to writings,
other than letters, by them. The initials A. W. T. have been used in all
title entries for works by Albion W. Tourgée.

It is hoped that this index will not only aid the researcher in the use
of the Albion W. Tourgée Papers, but that it will help the scholar to
determine quickly the content of this collection and ascertain its value
to him.

2The collection actually contains family papers dating from 1801 to 1924.

3Descriptions are based on suggestions made in Morris L. Radoff, “A Guide to
Practical Calendaring,” The American Archivist, X1 (April, 1948), 123-140; (July,
1948) , 203-222.
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Without the cooperation of the Kent State University Library and
the Chautauqua County Historical Society, generous financial aid from
the Development Fund for Research of Kent State University, and the
interest of the Publications Committee of the University, the arrangement
of the Albion W. Tourgée Papers and this index to them could not have
been accomplished. It is a pleasure to express my grautu.de to le'rarlan
John B. Nicholson, Jr., and the staff of the Kent State University Library,
Mr. Roderick A. Nixon of the Chautauqua County Historical Society,
Sarah, Altie and Alice Phillips, Ruth M. Tuttle, Willia.m Hildebrand,
Helen Kaltenborn, and to my wife, Patricia, for the assistance and en-
couragement that made this work possible.
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