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DOMESTIC TOPICS.

A bill to enocourage the writing and publi-
cation of a history of the services of Pennsyl-
vania regiments during the civil war bas
been intreduced in the Iegislature of that
state, 1t provides for the naming of a com-
mission to consist of the adjutant-general,
the ‘secretary of ithe commonwealth, and the
state librarien, who are authorized to pur-
chase for the use of public libraries 400 copies
of the history of eash regiment or battery at
s cost not exceeding $2.50 for each book., The
Thiladelphia Ledger,urging the passage of the
bill, saya: *“This is a most important move,
that will meet the hearty endorsement of all
the veterana now living and the families and
friends of those who are no more. Qur state
has been sadly remiss in this matter. Massa-
ohusetts, Connecticut,and other states have had
laws of this nature in force for some years
past,und the result has been that almost every
organization that went to war from these
states has a creditable history on the shelves
of all the public libraries. On the contrary,
the great commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
that sent npearly half a ' million men to defend
1he Union, has only about two dozen regiment-
al histories of more than two bun ired regi-
ments and npumerous batteries which were sent
to the tield. The survivors of the titanio
struggle are rapidly passing away, gcd soon
the regimental associations that now exist,
und that are now the repositories of the most
valuahl« historic dafa, will be no mors. Be-
fore it is too late, and while many of the gal-
Innt men who participated in the great war
aro «till with us, let the atate aid in securing
tor future generationa the records of these
regiments, composed of Pennsylvania’s own






