409 FIFTH STREEP?, N. 2.,
WASHINGTON, D. €.,

September 1st, 1891

Hon, ‘Albion W. Tourgee, -

Mayville, N. V.
My dear Mr, Tourgee:-

Your esteemed favor of August 6tk has just reached m‘e:, I ]

unable to account for the delay. I Presume however,that it may be dm
to the fact that it was addressed to one of the mumerous James E.
Bruces who inhabit this city of "mgnif:lceﬁt distance" and rich off:l.ce
holders, who kept it a reasonable time and then tumed it over to’ tha
Pogtman., I infer this mich from the numerous memoranda tm tha envelopc
suggest:lng that "24,try Jno. E. Bruce 409 oth St.N.E. "notst*"remned .

i have read your lettexr caremlly,and I hape underst f’ :
The questions embraced in it are weighty and the hints you throv Out g
are valuable, true some of your m have smkes in thc ami
- murt, but I em not going o conplain‘because I sunetﬁnss  ”“‘
pa:t:lunyself. . quite agree with you that the inevitable oﬁt
the 1mpress:lb1e conflict now going on,m;y result nrqe liegm e~

o sorting to more radical measures to- wmtain h’ts p”‘_ i

0

the respect of his oppressors. ?hey have 1n m “‘l'-ers "f
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of your own race,its unconguered and unconquerable grit,and the willing-
nu;t;u.h whick not only the jews,but my race submit to oppression and
sutrage is argument enough to convince any Negro that mankood payss

The Engliskman who 1is outraged in this country ha; a styong and
Powerful government bekind him to demand rerarstion for injuries sus-
tained 1f ke be a citizen of the United States and is wronged by his
adoPted country he has the symPathy of and can always rely upon the -
Englisk Government for the exercise of its good offices in his behalf,
To whom,can the Negro look for protection when_ his home is invaded, kis
1ife threatened,his liberty abridged and his rights as a citizen
denied? q-rtainly not t¢ the Federal Govermment or to Congr;ss;,or to
the Supreme COM, for each and all ihea:e b.mches of Government have
tacitly refused to admit tiat Begroes have any rights whick white men
~ are bound to respect. The SupPreme Court's verdict dn the Slaughter
House Cases has since been declarsd unconstitutional,though 1{. was
believed at tﬁe time 1t was rendered to have bemp within tﬁe-hn:v:lav
of the law and the constitutional amendments. Congress and every
Republican President kas dallied with the questiop affecting the status
of my race as citizens of the Govermment which their labor helped t.o'
enrich,and their valor to Perpeiiite. Tell me if you will or cam,how
8009000 Negroes may obtain jnstigé and fair treatment from the § B
waite Deople in this country who own the Tailroads, stesmship, tele-
grapk lines ,manufacture and own all the firearms and mnu-tﬁ.q-n fact
owm everything worth having in this country? The Press with some
notable exceptions is prejudiced against us and the white American
_émurch pilously loves God and hates *"niggers". Yet amid all this oppro-
alti'cm to our advancement as a race we have upder God made "some Pre~
gress" ss you say. I have an unalterable faith in the Promises Of |

" God &nd therefore believe tuat what seemss to you te be an unsolvable
. the Negro.. m. in America. 1

Problem as 1t relates to the destin
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after all not so difficult of solution as it s-ea-a.{ ‘God’s. 'm aAre not
men’s ways. He takes the foolisk things of this: worli,to confnund the
wise _ and since he intervened. to dreak the shackles from our limbs more
than a quarter of a century ago I do not believe ke is going to leave
us to the rap?ity,of the hitherto unconquered,and unconguerable white
min.
We began to raise martyrs many years ago but they do not seem to
- thipive in this climate. Nat Turner’'s insurrection in Virginia kad the .
same effect uron the white People of this eomtfry that a2 similar up-
rising among tke Negroes would Produce upon t&e Pablic mind in-our day,
the Negro hating Press and the Negro hating orstors in and out of
Congress would deal with us as thej dealt with them and every man of
us would be characterized as a miderous black brute__ fiends incamate,
Devils from Hell,and other warm climetes. These paPers and orators
would play upon the rmssions of the waite ﬁc.a,thay would pgint the
picture in the blackest colors and so intensify the feslings egainst us
as 8 race for daring to styike for our liberties that I fedr we- Woul
soon be extemninated or our ranks so decimated t.hat we wouldn't hmkur
after another suck oprortunity for a century at loast. ' You are all i

right Judge Tourgee, my old friend. John H. mith formerly mtstor Z Y

Liberias vouches for your sincertty und zeal in & mamer to lemve N0

doubt as to your real po's:ltiau on every ph-@.u of the g tmastm

of muman rights. I am 1o Pess tmist, but I declare I would e give. o
fiftecn cents for sll the ”uft after ehey‘trm their uam- at

the uprising buinen. ru:ltzs the force and. point or mr ubuww-

tion that we "could dispose of & good: many umutm to. advan
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fifteen yoars than we have had in past ym,they m_l_a poa:.uv
drance to our mnl, sociasl, political, and- meeupct.uu;{'
T of course rallude to ‘that class of mtionslgaamorsr
dtrectidn to the rel igous thought of the great bulk of theN

the South and elsewhere,who are utterly :I.ncwet-nrt. and. m

that we could be rid of this dengerous element,tkis incubus of o€

superstition, mmorailty and rascality which kas weigkted us down for |
more then a | quar.ter‘ of a century = Our so-called leaders m : 11-,“5 o
with here and there an -Wﬁble exception,are a. set. ofm L

“mercenaries,who lack courage and manhood,wko, hwemldnswt“t" "
‘highest biddgr,and 'as.;f ‘price of their treachery anddaplicitrhava R
been given a few offices by the varioua Republican amm:lltutm
since the War. What the Negroes of this coutyy moa :l.a meag, un-
selfish leadsrehip, the old-hacks. the Frofessional Negro-leaders .’

mwf‘t time to die,and seemingly have no :mclmgtm “m

8.‘ -day when we appealed to arms*ete. I m St- I .

T don't see any ramedy for the condi ton whick ‘confronts

can improve that conditiom ftti’r-f?tw- kedd 1118 of‘---ffm‘,; v °

‘po:lnt :sfve:-»do 1ot .agree. . Prajudtce agamst .




blood is thicker than water. This u widcnced £rom.

shake hande across the 'bloody'c_

the *Blue and the Grar i one ni.ghty effo
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