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REDp OAE, Iowa, June 10, 1891

Your obedient servant, Jay Cam Fremont, is instructed by the presi-
dent and officers of the California Colored Colonization Society to issue
this call for the meeting of leading and representative colored men from
all parts of the United States, and also to extend an invitation to the fol-
lowing nations and governments: Liberia, Africa, Congo Free States,
Orange Free States, Cape Colony, Madagascar, Hayti Republic, Belgium,
Hawaiian Islands, Brazil, Mexico and Canada. I forwarded maid invita-
tions to the leading and representative colored men of the above-mentioned
governments on the 10th day of May last, to meet in a National Colored
Congress in Rynearson’s opera-house in Red Oazk, in the State of Iowa, on
August 18, 14 and 15, 1891, at the hour of 10 o’clock a. m. Therefore I,
Jay Cam Fremont, General Agent, in complying with the above instruc-
tions, set the 10th day of June for issuing the following call for the said
National Colored Congress to meet at place stated and on dates named:

A NATIONAL OALL.

On account of what is believed by many of our most influential mem-
bers to be an emergency of vast and vital importance to the welfare and
usefulness and influence of our race, and in accordance with the power
given me by the Association, I do hereby issue a national call fora Na-
tional Colored Congress, of leading and representative colored - men of the
United States of North America, also includiag the foreign governments
mentioned, to be held Thursday, Friday and Saturday, August 13, 14 and
15, 1891, in Red Oak, Iowa. It has been decided that twenty-one leading
members from each of the forty-four States and twenty-one from the Dis-
triet of Columbia, making 953 representatives in all. Four committeemen
are to be oppointed from each State. The foreign countries will be repre-
sented by twenty to thirty members; possibly the whole number of- gixty.
will be present. Itis the desire of the Association to have three -members
from every educational institution among the colored people, two from
every colored order and society, one from each colored church and school,
principal, teachers, ministers, doctors, lawyers and . editors. . Leading




spirits of all business profeasions are requested to attend, so that. this. gt'eat-
body will rightly represent 9,000,000 to 11,000,000, or the whole colored raoe'
in this country.

' Reduced rates will be made on a.ll raﬂroa.ds leading to Red Oak, and
hotel accommodations will be made for the comfort of the peopie attendmg :
this Congress. The little cltyof Red Oak has first-class railroad facilities.
Trains come and go at all hours'of the day and night. It i isa clty otgood
schools and many churches, full of spirited citizens, with a score .of live
business men second to nonein great enteérprises, and three well-edited
newspapers. No better place could have been selected for your oommg w7
together.

For the sole purpose of finding the key to the solution of the.race
problem, in my présent position, 1 conld scarcely be Jjustified were I to
omit raising a warning voice against the approachmg crisis that unnerves
me and causes me $o tremble for the safety of my race and nation. The
degrading condition and burdens placed upon the masses of my race is un-
called for and is an outrage to our boasted Chrustlan cmhzauon lam .
unwilling to think prejudice’is the sole cause of these 1ll-treatments I
call your honorables attention to some of the measures that will be pre-
sented for your deliberation:

1st. Why is it that many crimes perpetrated against my race go un- are not even.on paper For t;wenty
punished simply because of the color of his skin? Is he not a citizen? ' ernment falthfully Promotlon'fi
Yes. Then why not protect him as all other citizens are? '

2d. Why is there no provision made for the 1,000,000 colored chil-
dren’s education in the sixteen Southern States? Very little interest is
taken in the 935,000 attending the three-months’school. Why is it that
the colored people in this country own and pays taxes on $2'.5000000'
worth of property, and few of them -enjoy the benehts of more than 40" "
per cent of their own labor? _

Oht. sons of Ethiopia,arise, and: form a band of ‘more perfect anion. .
Work together and help one another. We can do:it, if-we:will. . Therefore
we ought to arrive at a correct knowledge of the educational, moral-and -
financial condition of the. whole-race, and: demand & just: recognition..
equaily-before the lJaw in common with other citizens. Thisis.the highest
aims of 41l just governments—which is necessary for the restraint.of
disorderly persons and for the seouring of. justice, which is»t.he manifest.a-

Red Oak Iowa I..et every paefor -of" every oolored ohurch in .Amen
.announoe th:s oall f:om then' pulplts let every-=sohool teacher do eo a.l'_

maintain ‘the peaoe and to execute Jusnoe,between dlﬂ?erent members of
society. - Where there is no transgression, there is.no:necessity. for law.
Every citizen has a patural right to:defend his life: and property: from
injury. This being according to the fundamental .principles:of the-
national constitution, therefore we demand the enforoement by the. powers o

that be. :
I repeat again, the prime obJeot of this Congress is to better the cond:- :









