THE MIDDLETOWN

STATE  HOMOEGPATHIC HOSPITAL

AN OPEN LETTER FROM

DR. SELDEN

H. TALCOTT

IN REPLY TO

PROF. CHAS. F. CHANDLER.

Mipprerown, N. Y., March 21, 1891,
Prof. Chirtes F. Chandler, 21 University

Place, New York City, N. Y.

My DEAR Sir:—From the exalted po-
sition whieh you ovcupy a8 a teacher in a
college, apd as president of a State Asso-
ciation, I bave been led to infer that you
are a man of honesty and hbouvor; and 1
now belleve that you would not, know-
ingly or intentionally, misrepresent any
body or etass of your fellow citizens, even
though you might for some unknown rea-
son be opposed to measures advocated by
them.

I bave read your pronuncioamenio against
the Middietown State Homeopathic Hos-
pital, atleast I infer it is against the hom-
eopathic hospital, aithoagh not so stated
in the bead lines which appear over your
letter to Hou. William P. Richard -on, the
Senator from this district. For the pur-
pose of reviewing and correcting some of
the statements which you muke in your
letter to Senstor Richardson, I send this
open communication to you.

In the second paragraph of your letter,
relative to a hiil in behalf of the institu-
tion in question, you state: ‘“The propoved
measure seeks, by special legislation, to se-
cure for the Middletown State Hospital
certain immunities und privileges not ac-
corded to the other Stabe hospitals for the
insane.”

We seek immunity fromn constrictions
recently put upon us, and which are not
in econcordance withthat freedom of thought
and action upon”which the superstructure
of the State homeopathic hospital was
founded, We seek a privilege which is
our inborn sud inalienable right—that of
providing at this hospital suitable care for
all who may prefer the -homoepathic
mode of treatment ; and likewise, we seek
to establish for the citizens throughout the
State the right of =ending those who may
prefer homeopathic - treatment to this in-
stitution when afflicted with ineanity.
The right of liberty in medical matters ie
as sacred and unimpeachahle as the right
of liberty in religious or political matters ;

and any measure which seeks to restriet
such a right of the people is doorued to
speedy disaster. Such is the handwriting

on the wall of this western temple which
is dedicated, eternally, we trust, to the
canse of human freedom.

In your fourth paragraph you state that
 the proposed legizlation seeks to free the
Middietown Asylrm from this condition
(namely, that of receiving private patients
when the pauper and indigent insane have
been cared for), leaving it optional with
this State hospital to fill its wards-entire-
ly with paying patients should it so de-
sire, without restrictions of any kind.”
We coufront this assertion with a positive
denial. The amendment introduced by
Senator Richardson provides that ¢ coun-
ty judges and superintendents of the poor
in any of the counties of thisState, and all
county or State officars having aunthority
to commit insane persons to any of the
State hospitals for the insane, may, at the
raquest of relatives, friends or guardians of
any such insane persons, either public or
private, for whom homeopathie treatment
may be desired, commit, without further
legal reguirements, such recently insane
persons to the Middletown State Homeo-
pathic Hospital.”” Here we have, as &
restrietion against filling the institution
with-private patients,the authority vested
in hoth ecunty and State officers forsending:
all pauper or indigent patients, whose
friends may desire for them homeopathic
treatment, to the Middletown State Hom-
eopathic Hospital. Do you think that if
this amendment becomes a law we can de-
fy the orders of the county judges and Su-
perintendents of the Poor, and all county
or State officers having authority o com-
mit insane persons ? If you do, I do not,
We recognize, above all things else, -the
duty of, and necessity for, receiving, first
of all, the poor insane ; and next, those
who can pay but moderate prices; and
finally, those who can pay goodly sums,
and who, if there is room for them, may
be admitted to a State hospital.

In paragraph five yon express the opin-




jon that * the association is satisfied that
this is not the moment to alter it (the law
of 1890}, when the condition of the pauper
patients in the poor houses calls for their
immedinte transfer to the care of ihe
State.” We have had s {ransfer of twen-
ty-nine patients from the Sullivan County
poor house to this ibstitution, and every
one who was capable of expressing any
opinion whatever declared, after arriving
at this institution, that he or she was well
fed, well clad, comfortably housed, kindly
reated and contented with the surround-
ings furmshed by the County of Sullivan.
Such being the actuai fact, and the fact
also appearing that we are not likely to be

able to cure the patients thus transferred,

it seeras to me that legisiation which shall
make provision for the care, treatment
and cure of the acute insane of all classes
is even more important and imperative
than is legislation which takes cognizance
of nothing except a transfer of the chronic
insane from county institutiors {o State
institutions,
If you will kindly consult Section three,

chapter 126, laws of 1890, you will find

that “the State Commission in Lunacy is
directed to ascertain, from time to time,
what vacancies, if any, exist in any one
or more of the State insane asylums, and
said commission is hereby authorized and
required to forthwith cause the removal
to such asylum or asylums, from some
one or more of the counties of the district
to which said asylum has been assigued,
under the provisions of this act, a8 many

of the pauper and indigent insane patients

as can be secommodated.” If this pro-
vision of law was absolutely obeyed, then
no vietim of acute insanity, either publie
or private, could be admitted to any one
of our Btate hoapitals during the next
year, and possibly during the next three
or four years; for, as we understand the
case, every State hospital, with possibly
one exception, is to-day filled to the ex-
“tent of overcrowding. Such being the
case, what is to become of the acute
pauper inssne, let alone the acule private
insane? Not only is there no room in our
Btate hospitals for these to-day, but, so
far as I can learn, no suitable appropria-
tions have been made for enlarging our
'State hospitals, in order to provide accom-
modations for such cases. We are trying
to look out for the interests of all classes
of the insane, and to provide State care
for all. How can this be accomplished
when we meet with open and avowed op-
position from those who are the asserted
advocates of State care?

In paragraph nine of your letter you

state: “‘One important feature of the law
divides the State into asylum districts,

s

and obhgesthe pauper and’ indagcnt m;'”
sane to be sent. to the Stale: asylum 5 1

their respective districts, ¥ SBueh: bemgi‘"

the fact, those paupeys who- have ‘a taste. - -

for homeopatblc petlets: are obliged to
swallow allopathic doses, nolens volens,

and those who -want Iarge doses  of so-. -

called powerful medicines must content
themselves with homeopathic pilis. '

But you say to meét the demands of

personal préference a section was inserted .

which allows a lupatic to,go from one’ Qig- o

trict to another for t.reatment “m the. dis-

eretion of the Cha.lrman of the State Com-:,-' o C

. dent of such asylom, Any expense of. re-

moval in such cases musi be borne by smd
insane person's guardians, relatives. of -
friends, as the case may be.” _Here the .
gratification of personal preference for.. -
homeopathie treatment may beinterdicted

in the ‘‘discretion of the Chairman of the
State Commission in Lunacy;"” and again,
a man endowed with the brilliant intellect
of an Edgar A. Poe, and residing in Al- -
bany, or Syracuse, or Rochester ‘Inay pre-

fer homeopathic treatment and want to- .

besent here when suﬂ'ermg with ‘mental
disease, but he may also be: sbsolutely
penniless, and his friends may be unable -
to puy a ticket or furnish a pass, a.nd in
that case (the supenntendent of ‘the’ _poor
being unauthorized to pay for such a8 pa-

tient’s transportation) he must be-neces— |
sarily forced into an mstltuuon ‘whereal- -~

lopathic drugs must be crammed- down .

his throat. These “few restrictions” may. .
seem of very.slight importance to -the vies .~ -
tim of ipherited weslth, .or pampered
child of fortune, or the fortunate son of -
opulence and. fame; but to the victim of -

poverty, m:sfortuue, -and -disease. these .
“few restiictions” may stem: lxke the -
crushing weight of the “old- man of 1he-
sea.” '

Freedom of choice in medlcal matters =

one of the most inalienable of a.ll human -
rights—is almost absoliitely stultified by -

the provisions. of the. State care .act of *

1890. Sueh béing the case, the. amend-- -
ment which 'ws ask is natural, reasonable . .
-and just. It simply restores to the homeos -

pathists of New York a- right which i as .
pecessary to them as the: air which' they.
breathe, and which is as dear in then' es- .-
timation as the right to control oue’s con-

seience, or to seek in one's own way | Ba.lva— :

tion for the soul. .

Concerning uniformity of eharges to’ be
made for the mainterance of patients in -
our State hospitals, we have: yielded that .
point, .although I think nothing could be'
more fair than to charge counties-and in-

-dividuals such sums as may actually. bef o
needed for the proper care of patients. The




) dxstmetlou between scute and ohronic in-
sanity having been abohehed by law,;- it
strikes me that:it would ‘be no miore ‘than

just te’ “abolish that . dlstmctlon of carei--'

which is unplied by a’ ‘chatge of $4.25. per

" week during the first three: years of insa

- ity; and a reduction to $2.50 per week afl

the vietim has ‘been insane for more thai-
sertainly  you - -cannot. fur: |
nish as’ good care, 0oL, as maty coinforts

three years

B patlents to thls-
from long: dlsta.nce GeEinse. the friends = -
"__of these pa.tients forego ng

- 1'& red_for them - o

,E_Zthe peopledhave never eompla.med Of its -
Sw far as I have igen able to- learn. o

for $2.50 a8 you can for $4:25 % consequent-- 5

ly, while the distinction between” &

and ehromc msamty has - been abohshed T
by la.w the dlstmet on coutmues, in poxnt )
of fact, by reason of the eharfges made: . -
Again,you agsert that the bill mtroduced

" by Senator Ricbardson ¢ authorizes’ ‘the- .

Middletown -State EHospital 16 feceive as
“"the grantmg of a _)ust ught to those of the o

. homeupathtc faith. -

many pa.ymg pat;ents agits: m:maoel 8 may

choose to receive, whether or not there 18
room in the hosp:tal for the panper and.
indigent insane of the Mlddletown Hos- -

pital district. 7. If the county authorlt:es
send a sufficient numbér of pubhc patlents
_to fill our wards, ‘then we can’ only Te-

ceive private patients as we ‘may: beablej .

to make room for them. Also you' state

¢ Tt authorizes ‘this’ ssylum to: dlsregard-__

entirely the dlstrletmg feature ‘of the Btate.

board may assign to it

In your pnstseupt you spe.zk about the:_
revlva'l ofthe “old’ mlleage abuse; which-
tue State Lare Act” ha.s just. abolished "

Durmg :the past ten ‘or ‘more. Years we

have ‘had patlente from a.bout thu:ty of BEY
Of “this’ Stabe 5

had representatives sy

‘ th.lrty-ﬁve countles

‘Dur‘mg last: year we.
from thuty-elght eounties-=nes

and beea,use it wae thought that aatisfacs 0 o
i tory results were “Attained by s0- doing: R
If ) mes a law; there " ¢

wﬂl be 1o revwal of any mﬂe‘ag”e of -any .

Tesult will be simply*

-~ You state, likewise, m."your postsenpt
“We do not bel

xts pres

Medieal: Soelety, at itsafinual meeéts

prmelple of - Btate -Care; -

State ‘Home
its eet_m-a.nn"_ lmeelmg, heldan Brooklyn, Ly
'la.st Be'ptember, ‘and .at,

> ity of Alba.ny Febru-

thirds of all.the eountles of the: Lommon- .

- wealth. Durmg all out- expenenee with
the supermtendents of the poor; we have -
dlsposed o éart” pas’

' tlents long dlstanees, ‘and: away froih . the

asylums “nearest: thie "homes . of their pa-
tients, -except to aeeommoda.te thiose who -
Oxn-: the edn
the. fnends ot‘ patlents .

W anted apecml treatient.
trary; as a tule,.
prefer to have thei

the nearest hosplta.l in. order tnet

interdents: 0 -aet.-

tients to the Buffalo asylum for ‘the saké'
of securing & large n.mouut ‘of mﬂeage =

fees. ‘You know tha.t just as well. I-do

As I said before,
.with the supermtendents of

thirty - and forty - of -—tbe - ¢ounties

of this State. _'I‘hese men have brougbt

- -pathie - o
“and Tam prepared to = asert that this T~
_-profeesion is most strongiy opposed tothat. -
-provision of the: State care. act whleh te- _.-

1hey~"

may frequenily be visited; ‘and the super-. .
Public: sentlment-*-,

wouid ot allow the supermtendent of thie " -

we- have had_ dealings
betwéen

number of thé" membe“" | :
medxeal ‘profession, than you are;

Guires every

“siding in fifty-th N
{0 apply; D case he wantstoaenda patient[._: A '
- -heré;- to an ol .
j.--permjsalon 10 send a ‘in SRS o
“pathy,. Who is. entally dlseased 6. thw

behev

hOSpltal 'l‘he*homeop' """'eemns of

e__
Commlselon- n L‘tmacy t

& desife to. . S

¢ that the homeopathie -
medieal ;’ifbfees:on at: lerge, which has re- = -
-_”pea.tt dly éndorsed the State Care Aeét-in’ -
nt formn, desires. to nallify its pros

" visiofis before it has’ had time to go-into-
- Hfull effest.” - Lt ié staté to you that the. |
* hothéopathic fiédical profession at larpe,n o0
through tha medinm of the State Homeo:=. - =
care act.”? The ~fact s the” amendment . Pa
says - mothing about the. State -care- act; ~ iUg]
nor do I understa.nd ‘the. a.mendmer.t s, the
rehevmg the hosp:tal from the edre of pa~ - ]!
tientsfrom such & dlstnct as. the proper o

Febriiary, 1890; cord.la.lly endozsed w
bat . .
66 the passage ‘of the State Caté Act in-
prese =168t ob_]eetlonable -

nnual mest- " :

~that the ‘insane’ pa.tlents.__j-.._.-
poor in Oneida county to take all ‘his _pa-. _}of ﬁity-three countles, ‘whose fiiends may - o
e des1re for them homeo_pathic tfeatment at .

; excluded W m_'[



- dangerous feature of the pruposed legmla-
tion is that “ it seems to reverse the prm--

ciple of giving the preference to those who
are most helpless.” .Such is’ not a fea.turbe

of the proposed -legislation as -we recog: = of:

nize it. The prineipal and 1mportam fea-
ture of this legislation: is that it insures
freedom of thonght and action iy med:ea.l
matters, and that is all. We believe:that.

universal freedom of thouiht is of vastly -

more importance to the mhabltants of

this Commonwealth than any provision i

which ean be ma.de for any one class of
the unfortunate i insane.
true State care of the insane must provide
for all, in aceorda.noe with the mdzvxdual
pleferenee of each. We 'believe that the
State should take care of her .insane s
follows :

First, the acute and eurable insane of all’
classes ; and secondly, the chronie, - oF in- .

curable, or protracted cases of all classes.

_;fea.ted temp(

o but we sha.ll suceeed by and

We believe, that - 'Dlaraeh S we will* a.esert* “f gan

ann nc:atlon of- tha.t subhme fact by,,

Beward; was followed by the ratthng elec-.
tr1c1tyof war-as let loose by the God of
battles and of - natlons, an

‘l_1e exxstenc ol
“h:vber 1aw” v

of f,he mynwd hordes of those wiio ad\-uca-'

. ted ‘the Bikle truth-of the damiiable: doe- S
trifie of human slavery. - We may be dé- -
1ly m ‘our effo;ts 10 esta.b-' o

y. W]Bh'

- with'8t. - Paul; we -will’ beheve that “all- .
things work together for good to them PO S
that love Gud ” Lo

Wlth seutlments of esteem

We should be glad to know that the as- -

sumption of State care for all the insane -
has become an established and tnumpha.nt
fact ; but we do not beheve that this will- '_

‘be accomplished so long as- “opposition o

made to that loftiest of huiman: prmc1_ples

—namely, liberty of t.Lought and action in -
everything that pertains te the welfa.re «of -

the body and the &aving of the soul.

I am amazed ‘at the’ oppoeltion whleh."

has arisen against’ this great - prineiple:

The cloak of - alleged phllan(:hropy some-?f:
times covers strange and - mcongruous in-

fluences and tendencies.

You may think that éur advocacy of the -
principle of freedom iir medieal matters s .
chimerical and untenable, ‘but’ time- mll"_'---i X

" disclose the magmﬁcent powers of  this: b

mighty prineiple.

“When William-H.
‘Seward a.nnounced the doctnne that o

- :?cldenta.lly veferied to, and
tion,” he was: assailed by the most’ mahg- -
nant and bitter forees of slavery, yet the

do not now

recall any other conferexiee for the purpose o
_.aforena.med . TS o






