TOURGE
CEicAGO, i1, Feb. 14.—7o ¢

your edition Bsturday, Feb. 7, Mr. Toargee, in
“Bystander's Notes,” among others, pro-
pounds the following three queries:

1. Have I a right as 2 citizen of the United
States to freely express my political views in

| every State of the Union?

I anawer him be can do so only as permitted
by State law.

2, Can Inow do so and exercise my due
share of authority as one of the constitnent
rulers of the Republic in any State in which I
choose to regide, with safety and efect?

I answer him again, he can do #o only as he
has complied with the State law and has be-
come g citizon of the State whorein he chooses
to resido,

3. If not why not?

This has been anticipated by the answer to
the former two.

I am dealing with the highest expression
| one can give to his political views, inasmueh
} 26 the greater 1ncludes the less, and procesd

to the right of the cleetive franchise, the most
| sacred and highest right of the citizen, and by
which alone ho can give real and practical ex-
| presston {0 his opinion and exercise
his due -sharo of autlority. I came
from another State, in which I bhad
long been a citizen and exercised my privi-
lefres as such, to Jllinois, and reached your

city on the eve of the last Presidential cleci-
ion. t had aiways censidered both my it priv-
ilege and duty to vote, and should hgve liked
very much to have expressed my opiuion
freély on election day in the choice of Presi-
dentizl Ejectors, Representatives, ete., bug,
like the poor boyat the frolic, I stood with my
hands in my pockets and looked on, unable to
glve expression to my views. Why? e
k cpuse the sovereign State of Illinois fixed cer-
tain conditions of ecitizenship (a8 she and she
only had a right to do) which I hag to comply
with before 1 could become o citizen of Illi-
nois and exercise my right of franchise in
saying who should Tepresent Illinvis in the
Federal Congress, Mr. Tourgee scems to
think that the lower house of Conpgress is
composed of representatives of the Uvited
States. They are not. Each member of that
honse i3 a representative only from the BSiate
where e bolds citizenship, asnd from the
§ spocial district in the State, which sent
him, in which distriet he resided.
Tourgee's premises” being incorrect,
whole argument 18 2  iallacy.
Mr. Tourgee in his article asserts that the
fourteenth amendment to the Constitution,
pansed since the war ended, is the magns
charta of American citizenship, because it
entorces that *‘no State shall deprive any per-
son of life, liberty, or property without due
process of law etc,, ete.”

I am somewhat surprised at this from Mr.
Tourgee, inasmuch a8 the fifth amendment to
the Constitution, passed many years before
the war, denied that power to the United
States and covered the same protection to the
citizen as sgainst the Federal powers. Then
the States were sovereign, did have the power,
and only surrendered it by mutual agreement
after tho war. Mr, Tourgee should have a
very tender sympathy for those who re-
sponded to the cull of their State for defonse
from invasion. Respectfully,

F. R. SOUTHMAYD.
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