


~ The Amerlean Churoh 111 Berlm.

American and Bntlsh Umon Servuces

-

, This Church, formerly called The American Chapel, was estabhshed some twenty years 5

ago in Junker Str. 5 and 6, in order to farnish Evangelical Union services in the Enghsh

language. For it establishment special credit is due to Governor Wright, at that time Mlmster

of the United States in Berlin. The term ,Union* is used to indicate .that -the  various

nationalities which speak English, and also the various Evangehcal—denommatlons, partlolpate

in the worship. The predominance of members from the different churches of America and Great="

Britain varies greatly, so that the spiritual needs of the community can better be-met by a Union.© .

on a basis similar to that of the Evangelical Alliance or the young Men’s Christian Associations o

than by a denominational organization. The .Church is managed by a Gommlttee eleoted
~ annually by the congregation. On the present Committee both America and Great—Bntam are -

represented, as well as the Congregational, Lutheran, Methodist, and Presbytenan Churchés,

The services are held in 2 building rented from the German Methodists, with which body there E

is, however, no organic connection. There is no permanent pastor, but the pastoml work ‘is- T

performed by the Chairman of the Committee. Since the death of Rev. Georgé Palmer Davies, =~ .

Agent of the British and Forelgn Bible Society, in 1881, thls work “has de’volved 'on the p’r’esent

among them Rev Phillips Brooks, D. D., BlShOp Foster, Rev M. Hoge D D onfessor 5
C. M. Mead, Ph. D., Professor E. L. Curtls, Professor D. W. Slmon D D Rev George '
Palmer Davies, and the Rev. Dr. Somerville.
been furnished to the neighbouring English (Yorkshire) colonies, at Rummelsburg a.nd Schoen— BT
weide. Excepting the Church of England there is in Berlin no other rehglous semce m the
English language. ‘

Owing to the large inmcrease in the number of Enghsh speakmg pelsons 1n Berhn the

foreigners, particularly with students. At present besnies the Enghsh and Sootch there “are.
149 American students at the university; but these are far outnumbered by those who stud;y
(German, music, and art, or who sojourn here for business or. recreation. .. The hunfheds of -
‘young people who come here annually to enjoy- the highest edlicational a’dvantages are: snbjeot

spiritual influences of their homes. When they arrive, the. language -manners and oustoms __ .
are strange; they misunderstand and are misunderstood; and in a great ametropohs there are. - S
many to take advantage of their inexperience. _' o
and the Sabbath totally different from those at thexr homes, and w1th few opportlmltles 16 -

meet earnest Christians, they find that the American and English type of piety -is often ridicaled,

Friendless and alone, they are suddenly thrown into the midst of the greatest. temptatlons, and

their spirituality is subjected to the severest strain. To furnish-them. a spiritaal: home " 4nd -

promote their religious welfare under circumstances singularly . trymg i a duty of the. ﬁrst
importance. _ . P e




- Ve . Supporter from the eginmng, 'and_;ffor many -
' treasurer. - The have, however; - _been it encouragmg feattires' dnrmg e year aid’ evrdences ~'

" of signal blessing on the work. = Nat. otily: is, the- attendance Iafgér fhaii ever before, bt there : R

i§ also_ an increased desire to make the Church tdte. efficient and to. promote the’ spmtual R
intérests of those commiitted to its charge " A Ladies' Union has been formed to aid the Charch - = = -

© financially and- -spiritually. Tt bas found’ the -work ‘abundant and 1mportant and has ploved a e

~ great’ blessing to the Church Meehngs are. held monthiy 16 hear reports ot Cliristian = Work

and fo devrse means for ifs prosccuhon There are: comrmttees to welcome strangers, to vrslt_f S

thc srck d to promote the soclal and rchglous welfare of young lad1es

R - Thus’ fa1 the” Chmch ha.s ‘been’ - e
Su[’Ported by voluntary contnbutlons of attendants and fnends 40 Berhn a..-,.taek the 51 11) RN il
difficult. because S0 . inany “of the worshlppers are- tra.nsrent ‘ot~ elsev students P rsuing -+ their-
studies here. at el expense and perhaps, self-denial. - The work ‘has attamed such magmtudei-_.

that there 38 mgent demand for 8 permanent pastcr adapted to the pecuharltres of the -

- sntnatron

7---pheld because the audlence Yoom of the. German Chapei cannot be. secured at any- othcr cob=- -
venient, time.” With a con’anuance 6f the recent: rate of increase i the attendance b wilk also' '

800D be too small Untll recently, the average numbe1 at worthp was ‘one hundred now I‘t‘“ L

is two hundred

The poelt]on of the Church m the Caprtal of Germany, and the character of thet_ S "L

_' feel. that necessrty 1s lald upon them to mahe an earnest eﬁ'ort fo- enlarge the work of the --
" Chureh.. ~To {his- end ‘we desrre fo lay thls caiise on. thc hearts of a11 who love those pnnclples'r-
which make' hehevers one_in- Christ. - :

We do not- belisve that Amencan and Enghsh Chnstlans can- understand thc urgeat- .
: spmtual needs ‘of those who come from their- homes and charches; -and- yet feinain mdlﬁ‘crcnt e

“to those needs: The fo]lowmg summary gives an idea of whatis: requn'ed now::

Frrst A reeudent pastor, dcvotmg hle whole tlme to the needs of the Church e

' -must be prepared to gwe such counsel and hclp as cannot be expected from bank:mg houses‘ o 7
- and pubhc officials, and should - fake - his home a -centre for social. Chiistian- intercoursé. - - -
- -Numerous cases of 111ness occur - among . those nct accustomed to the chma.te, food and mode; o

“of. hfe

* the Ghurch aud itg work lias made new demands whn,h can only be met by a smtable bmldmg | _' g
‘owned by the congregatlon e




are leqmred to preserve the pure, to support the falhng, a.nd to rescue the fallen . S T
In new Nof the. fact that we. live in an expensive. city, pay rent for the. bulldmg, and'_:_: EERRT IR
; _eh labor, the ﬁnanclal report ha.s astomshed the frlends of the enter— R o o '
pnse L e
'year

fu]ly aclmowledged S T VR : : _ :
Hon Qeo. H: Pendleton, Mm1ster of the B "Dr A Sylvester SR ol 10{)00 M; e
Umted. States i -'-" : W ST 100 00 M»__ =;_ ;.:Consul Sander Cin ‘ " . .. 100 00 i e Tl
Consul General ' F. Rame (R '-_' 150,00 5 [ M H. Vlllard RN ;.‘ 100 00.- wo
. Mra. Dr. F. PoABbob: 0 Lo L .-"37211 | e Pullar LN e
Hon: H. Krelsmann S T : '. o ST s

S e L g0M
" Mrs. ] . 100 ).
Ml‘s I B i - : ‘._ 100 3.

Mr. Jemes Watt at the Bible‘Depomtorﬁ Wllhelmstr' 33 R e
" J H. W Stuckenberg,

\ Chalrman of Commﬂ:tee and acting Pastor
. Bnelow 8t 18: S .

L Commlttee for 188'? :
3. M W Stuckenberg, D. D. R N
Dr Go H. Abbot- HOB Ho Kreismnno
. Watt, Agent of the ‘British and Forelgn Bible Soclety
meessor TS **Anderson. Professor J. 8i. Simonton. :
s Rev G Frei. : : A
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