=HEADQUARTERS SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT,
CranpLesTox, 5. O, July 6, 1868,

GENKRAL ORDERS, P

No. 131 J

In view of the approaching termination of the military authority
derived from and exercised by virtue of the Act of Congress passed
Muarch 2, 1867, entitled  An Act to provide for the more efficient
govermnent of the rebel Stutes,” and the Acts suppletentary
thereto, which laws are about to become inoperative by renson of
the fulfilnent of the conditions and lmitations preseribied by the
provisions thereof: And the State of North Carolina having by its
Legislature ratified the constitutional amendment known as Ar-
ticle Fourteen, the following instructions are promulgated for the
informuation and guidance of the officers of this command SOrViIng
in the said State:

1. Upon the issue of the proslamation of the Precidest of the
United States preseribed by Section 4 of the Act of June 25, 1868,
announcing the rutification of the <aid constitutional wnendment,
the Commanding officers of Posts in said State will ceuse to exer-
cise any and all authority conferred under snid reconstruction
Actz of Congress, except <o fur us necessary tor the inawuguration
of the new State government and to close up unfinished business.

2. The terms of office and all official functions of Registrars, In-
gpectors, Managers or Judges of Election, Military Conzmissioners,
or other military agents in North Caroling, appointed under the
authority of the reconstruction haws of the United States, witl end
at the dute of the proclamation of the Prosilent, veferced to in
the preceding seetion, and all such officers or arents will, withut
delay, forwurd to these Headquarters, any books or records relating
to their offfeial duties that may be in their possession.  They will
also trunsmit a list of the property purchused with public funds,
and exhibit the disposition muade of it.

3. The Provost Courts now existing in North Cuarolina are abol-
ished, and the records will be transmitted without delay to these
Hendquarters.

4. The tenure of all appointees to civil office in the State of
North Carolina under the authority of the reconstruction laws of
the United States will terminate when their successors, elected or
appointed under the Constitution and laws of the sail State, shall
be duly qualified.
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6. All citizens who, at the dute of the proclamation above re-
ferred to, may be in the custody of the military authorities, and
held for trial for acts in violation of the reconstruction laws of the
United States, or in violation of military orders issued under the
authority of the suid laws, will be dischurged trem custody, and
the military prosecution dismissed.

6. At the same timne all prisoners (eitizens) held by military
suthority for trial, whether in confinement or on bail, for crimes
or offenses cognizable under the laws of the vrovisionul govern-
ment of said State, will be turned over to the custody of the proper
civil authorities; aud all bonds, undertakings, deposits or other
security for appearance of persons charged with erimes or otfenses
as above, tuken by military authority in this District, in pursusnee
of the provisions of General Orders No. 103, series L8467, Irom these
Hendquarters, will be turned over to the Attorney-Geeneral of the
Stute with authority to enforce the saume.

The Judge Advocate of the District will communicate to the
Attorney-General of the State the history of each cuse 50 trans-
ferred, together with the depositions or other evidence or intorima.
tion upon which the partivs accused have been arcested und held for
trial.  In like manner, the Provost Marshal-General will transfer
to the Attorney-General all depositions, com plaints or vther infor-
mation on file in his office in relation 1o persons secused who have
avoided arrest or have escaped from continement.

7. All prisoners (citizens) who, when the aforesaid Aect of March
2, 1867, beconmes inoperstive under the conditions and limitations
prescribed by the fifth Scction thereol, way be in confinement or
custody by virtue of the finul judgment and sentence of u Mititary
Commission or other military tribunal suthorized by the said luws,
will be continued in the suid custody until entitled to Jdischarge by
expiration of sentence, or until their cases are otherwise disposed
of by proper nuthurity.  Upon a writ of habeas ¢ wpies ot other pro-
cess Issuing from a Court of the United States in the case of any
prisoner so held, the writ will be prowmptly responded to, and the
officer in making his return will set furth the muterial facts of the
case. If such writ be issued from a State Court, the officer having
the custody of any prisoner will make a respectful return to the
writ, setting forth the fact that the prisoner is held by virtue of
the final judgment and sentence of u Court of competent jurisdic-
tion, held under the authority of the laws of the United States,
and that the jurisdiction is exclusively in the Courts of the United
States,

The division between United States and State jurisdiction is not
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always distinctly marked; but officers will be guided in their ac-
tion by the principles laid down by the Supreme Court of the
United States, in the case of Ableman vs. Booth, (21 Howard R.,
506. )

8. At ull forts, arsenals, light houses, custom houses and other
public establishments, whether held by original cession or by
capture and occupation, the jurisdiction will be held to be in
the United States, regulated in the former case by the terms of
the cession, and in the latter exclusive, until otherwise directed
by law or other proper authority. (ommanding officers are re-
quired to see that such places are not allowad to become asylums
for eriminals, and that no persons not in the service of the United
States ure ullowed to establish themselves within the limits of uny
ceded or reserved jurisdiction.

9. The canvass returns, pell lists and ballots for the several
elections held in said State, under the anthority of the luws of the
United States, will, as soon as praeticable, be arrunged and inven-
toried according to the several election districts, securely packed
und tran<mitted to the Secretary of State at Raleigh for deposit
and sufi -keeping,

10. Authenticated copies of the registration in each County of
the snid State will be prepared as soon us possible, und deposited in
the office of the Secretary of State.

11. Authenticated copies of all General and Special Orders,
regulations and instructions issued by the District Commander, or
by Post Communders under authority duly delegated, will be pre-
pured ; one sct to be deposited in the office of the Governor ot the
said State, and the other in the office of the Secretary of State.

12. Authenticated copies of all decisions atfecting rights of prop-
erty will be prepared and deposited in the office of the Secretary of
State.

13. Cornmanders of Posts in said State will immediately trans-
mit to District Headquarters all records, correspondence, &c¢., that
relate to the duties performed by them under the reconstruetion
laws—retaining only the military records.

By CoMManD oF Bvr. MaJoR-GENERAL Ep. R. S. CaNETY:

. .
Tl /. éa,fmrg
Aide-de-Camp,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Genl.






